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Si, 


THE 

REGULATIONS 

Lately  made  with  Refped  to  the 

COLONIES  confidered. 


f  |"AHE  immediate  Defence  of  our  Colo- 
1  nies  from  imminent  Danger,  was  the 
JL  foie  occafion  of  the  laft  War  :  Their 
permanent  Security  has  been  effectually  obtained 
by  the  Peace:  And  even  their  Aggrandizement 
and  Improvement  have  been  provided  for  by 
the  Negotiators  of  that  Treaty,  beyond  the 
idea  of  any  former  Adminiftration :  There 
have  been  Minifters  ignorant  of  the  Importance 
of  the  Colonies-,  others,  have  impotently  n'eg- 
lecled  their  Concerns ;  and  others  again  have 
been  diverted  by  meaner  Purfuiis  from  attend¬ 
ing  to  them  :  But  happily  for  this  Country,  the 
Real  and  Subftantial,  and  thofe  are  the  Com- 
•  mercial  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  are  now  pre¬ 
ferred  to  every  other  Con  liberation  :  And  the 
Trade  from  whence  its  greateft  Wealth  is  de¬ 
rived,  and  upon  which  its  Maritime  Power  is 
principally  founded,  depends  upon  a  wife  and 
proper  ufe  of  the  Colonies :  From  them  we  are 
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to  «_xpc(fb  tne  Multiplication  of  Subjcdfs ,  tire* 
Loniumption  of  our  Manufa&ures ;  the  Supply 
o*  thofe  Commodities  which  we  want  \  and  the 
t  nciaaje  of  our  Navigation  :  To  encourage  their 
I  opulation  and  their  Culture  ;  to  regulate  their 
C  cm  meice  ^  and  to*  cement  and  perfect  the  ne- 
eeffary  Connexion  between  them  and  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  fhould  therefore  be  the  principal 
Objects  or  a  Britifli  Minifter’s  care  ;  and  many 
Steps  have  been  lately  taken,  which  by  their  im¬ 
mediate  Operation,  or  diflant  Confequences, 
may  materially  afifcft  thefe  important  Concerns. 
Every  Man  who  is  fincerely  interefted  in  whate¬ 
ver  is  interefting  to  his  Country,  will  anxioufiy 
confider  the  Propriety  of  thefe  Meafures ;  will 
enquire  into  the  Information,  and  Canvafs  the 
Principles  upon  which  they  have  been  adopted  r, 
and  will  be  ready  to  applaud  what  has  been* 
well  done  %  to  condemn  what  has  been  done  a-- 
mils  *,  and  to  fuggcft  any  Emendations,  Im¬ 
provements,  or  Additions,  which  may  lie  within 
his  Knowledge,  and  occur  to  his  Reflection,., 
The  following  Sheets  are  written  with  a  View 
to  facilitate  Inch  an  Examination  i  d  hey  pre¬ 
tend  to  no  more  than  to  col  left  the  feveral  Re¬ 
gulations  that  have  been  lately  made  with  refpedfc 
to  the  Colonies :  To  weigh  the  Reafons  upon 
which  each  of  them  appears  to  have  been 
founded  j  and  to  fee  how  far  thefe  are  fup- 
ported  by  Fadls,  and  by  Maxims  of  Trade  and 
of  Policy.  Thefe  Regulations  are  many  ;  and 
have  been  made  in  the  different  Departments  c£ 
our  Legiflative  or  Executive  Government :  They 
are  therefore  fcattercd  thro’  Proclamations, 
Statutes,  and  Orders :  But  they  are  all  of  equal 

Pub  lick 


(  5  ) 


Tublick  Notoriety;  which  every  Man  may- 
know  ;  which  every  Man  ought  to  know  ,  and 
which  when  brought  into  one  View  and  confide- 
red  together,  will  appear  to  be  either  crude, 
incoherent,  weak  and  pernicious  Adis  of  Power, 
or  a  well  digefted  confident,  wife  and  falutary 
Plan  of  Colonization  and  Government. 

'I  he  new  Acquifitions  will  naturally  firft  at¬ 
tract  our  Attention  :  They  are  vaft  in  extent, 
and  richly  productive  of  the  valuable  Commo¬ 
dities  which  belong  to  their  feveral  Climates  ; 
but  befides  thefe,  we  derive  further  Advantages 
from  them  on  Account  of  their  Situations  : 
The  PolTefiion  of  thole  in  North  America  en¬ 
dues  the  fafety  of  the  other  Colonies  there  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  our  only  dangerous  Neighbours, 
the  French,  do  not  think  the  Pittance'that  was 
left  them  on  the  Continent,  worth  Retaining, 
but  by  the  Ceffion  they  are  laid  to  have  made  of 
Lcmifiana  to  the  Spaniards ,  have  avowedly  oiven 
up  for  ever  thole  great  Obi  efts,  for  which  alone 
they  began  the  War.  1'lie  ceded  Iflands  are  of 
almolt  equal  Confequence,  ■  for  Protediing  our 
own,  and  for  Annoying  the  Settlements  of  the 
French  and  Spaniards ,  if  they  fhould  be  again  our 
Enemies.  But  the  greater  the  Importance  of 
thefe  Acceffions  to  the  Britijh  Dominion,  lo  much 
the  more  Care  and  Circumfpedtion  is  requilite 
in  the  Difpofitions  to  be  made  concerning  them  : 
And  fuch  is  the  Difference  of  their  Situations 
and  Circumftances,  that  the  fame  Regulations 
may  be  neceffary  to  the  one,  and  fatal  to  the 
other. 

The  Benefit  which  accrues  to  the  Mother- 
Country  from  a  Colony  on  the  Continent,  prin- 
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cipally  depends  on  the  Number  of  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants  ^  that  of  a  Plantation  in  the  Iflands  arifes 
from  the  Richnefs  of  its  Commodities :  We 
rely  on  the  former  chiefly  for  the  Confumption 
or  our  Manufactures  :  We  expedt  more  from 
the  Produce  of  the  latter,  for  our  own  Con¬ 
fumption  and  for  Exportation  :  This  Diftindtion 
is  fo  ftridtly  true,  that  tho*  the  Supply  required 
by  the  Innabitants  of  the  TVeJt- Indies  is  in  value 
much  beyond  that  which  is  neceffary  to  the 
Americans  in  Proportion  to  their  Numbers  ,  yet, 
that  Wealth,  that  Luxury,  and  thofe  Circum- 
fiances  of  Climate,  which  incline  them  to  Ex¬ 
travagance,  at  the  fame  d  ime  induce  them  to 
prefer  the  finer  Productions  of  other  Countries, 
to  the  coarfe  Commmodities  of  our  own  ;  for 
the  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain  are  good, 
rich,  and  lolid,  but  not  delicate;  ftrong  with¬ 
out  Grace  ;  and  rather  fubftantial  than  elegant: 
To  the  plain,  the  induftrious  and  frugal  Repub¬ 
lican  of  America ,  who  is  content  with  the  Ne- 
ceffarics  of  Life,  thefe  are  welcome,  hecaufe 
they  are  ufeful  :  but  they  are  not  equally  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  W eft-lndians ,  who  think  them- 
felves  intitled  to  Superfluities,  and  whole  ari- 
ftrocratical  Opulence  enables  them  to  demand 
the  Produces  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  more  fimilar  in  Climate,  in  Tafte,  and 
in  Manners,  to  their  own.  We  are  therefore 
for  the  molt  part  only  Merchants  to  the  one, 
and  fell  to  them  what  we  ourlelves  purchafe  ; 
hut  we  are  both  Merchants  and  Manuradturers 
to  the  other.  The  Returns  too  from  each  of 
thefe  Countries,  are  as  different  as  their  De- 
mands:  The  Products  of  the  Continent  are 

the 


(  7  ) 

the  Earnings  of  Induftry  ;  thofe  of  the  Elands 
are  the  Improvements  of  Wealth  :  To  an  A- 
merican  therefore  a  numerous  Family  is  Sub- 
ftance  ;  but  a  Weft  Indian  muft  depend  entirely 
upon  his  Capital  :  He  cannot  labour  himfelf ; 
he  can  acquire  nothing  but  by  Purchafe  and  Ex¬ 
pence.  From  this  Difference  of  Circumftances 
it  is  evident,  that  the  Object  of  Government  with 
refpedl  to  the  Acquifidons  in  North  America  i 
fhould  be  to  tempt  Inhabitants  thither,  and  to 
encourage  Population  ,  and  with  refpedt  to  the 
ceded  Iflands,  to  enforce  the  fpeedy  Culture  and 
Improvement  of  Spots  productive  of  fuch  valu¬ 
able  Commodities,  but  dill  requiring  a  confi- 
derable  Expence  to  raife  and  manage  thofe  Com¬ 
modities.  Lands  therefore  fhould  be  granted 
on  eafy  Terms  of  Settlement  in  the  one ;  but 
fold  under  ftridt  Conditions  of  Cultivation  in 
the  other. 

Agreeably  to  thefe  Principles,  the  Governors 
of  Quebec*  Eaft  Florida  and  Weft  Florida ,  (we 
are  told  by  his  Majefty’s  Proclamation  of  the 
7th  of  Oliober,)  are  authorized,  To  grant 
Lands  upon  fuch  Terms ,  and  under  fuch  moderate 
Quit -Rems,  Services ,  and  Acknowledgements ,  as 
have  been  appointed  ani  fettled  in  the  other  Colonies , 
and  under  fuch  other  Conditions  as  Jhall  appear  ne- 
cejfary  and  expedient  for  the  advantage  of  the  Cram 
tees ,  and  the  Improvement  and  Settlement  of  the 
(aid  Colonies.  The  Experience  of  a  Century 
has  fuggefted  this  Mode  of  Settlement;  under 
the  fame  or  fimilar  Perms  to  thefe,  the  whole 
Continent  of  America  has  been  peopled,  and 
near  two  Million  of  Subjects  now  hold  by  the 
Tenure  propofed  in  this  Proclamation.  No 
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~  *  the i  iipcou i agment  is  neceffary  •  for  Grants 
in  the  New,  will  always  be  prefered  to  the  like 
Giants  in  the  olu  Colonies  i  Novelty  and  fin- 
certainty  attra£fs  Adventurers,  who  befides  ideal 
^  i .In*  j  e merits .  may  depend  upon  real  Advantages ; 
c.hcy  h<u e  their  Choice  to  a  great  Degree  oh  the 
Lands  they  will  take  up,  and  the  fir  ft  that  are 
taken  up  will  probaoly  in  a  few  Years  become 
valuable  Eftates  ;  with  thefe  and  n  any  other 
C u curn nances  ot  Recommendation,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  new  Colonies,  when  put 
upon  the  fame  Footing  with  the  other,  will  be 
peopled  very  loon.  Many  foreign  Proteftants 
v/ili  go  thither.  I  fear  they  will  be  too  much 
retorted  to  from  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  from  Jre- 
land,  unkfs  Employment  can  be  found  at  home 
- or  thole  who  mult  elfe  leek  it  at  a  diftance  ;  but 
the  g  re  ate  ft  Supply  will  be  from  America  itfelf; 
for  fueh  has  been  the  Population  of  that  Coun¬ 
try,  that  many  Parts  ot  it  can  afford  to  fur- 
m<!i  Inhabitants  to  others.  T.  he  enterprizing 
Spirit  and  Paffion  tor  Difcovery,  which  led  its 
firfi:  Settlers  thither,  is  not  extinft  in  their 
Pofterity,  who  are  ftill  inclined  to  rove  in  queft 
ot  new  Flabitations :  They  are  all  bred  to  the 
Idea  of  clearing  frelh  Lands,  and  of  acquiring 
to  themfelves  luch  Eftates  as  their  Fathers  ac¬ 
quired,  by  thofe  Means  which  they  have  feen 
io  fuccefsful  in  their  own  Families.  In  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  which  are  not  yet  well  fettled,  this  Prin¬ 
ciple  operates  within  the  Provinces  themfelves  ; 
but  there  are  fome,  in  which  the  greater  Part  of 
the  Lands  near  the  Sea  Coafls  and  Banks  of  Ri¬ 
vers,  arc  already  occupied  ;  and  there  the  fame 
Principle  impels  the  younger  Inhabitants  to 
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Migration.  If  the  Colony  fiiould  at  firft  regret 
their  Departure,  the  Lots  will  quickly  be  re¬ 
paired  by  thole  who  are  left,  and  who  in  a  few 
Years  will  be  able  to  fill  up  the  Intervals  Hill 
remaining  between  the  feveral  Settlements  ;  and 
with  refpedl  to  the  Mother  Country,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  very  definable  that  her  People  fiiould  be 
fpread  along  every  Coaft  and  every  River  with¬ 
in  her  Dominions  ;  for  the  Means  of  Subfiftance 
will  be  eafier  there,  than  in  the  interior  Parts  of 
the  old  Colonies  :  The  Settlers  will  consequently 
multiply  fader,  and  their  Confumption  of  our 
Manufactures  will  in  the  End  be  greater  ;  they 
nuift  apply  to  Agriculture  alone  •  their  Planta¬ 
tions  will  be  open  to  immediate  Accefs,  as  welt 
ror  receiving  our  Supply,  as  for  returning  to  us 
their  Produce*,  and  neither  the  old  nor  the  new 
Colony,  fo  long  as  they  have  Lands  given  them 
to  cultivate,  will  have  Hands,  nor  be  at  leifure 
to  turn  to  Manufactures  :  the  Connection  of 
both  with  the  Mother-Country  is  thereby7' 
(Lengthened,  and  thus  our  new  Acquifitions 
instead  of  making  the  Bntifh  Empire  too  great 
and  unwieldly  *,  on  the  contrary,  enhance  the 
Value,  and  fecure  the  Dependance  of  our  for¬ 
mer  PofTeffions. 

That  the  granting  of  Lands  in  the  new  Ac- 
qui  fit  ions  upon  the  fame  Terms  as  they  are 
granted  in  the  other  Colonies,  will  alone  pro¬ 
duce  the  Effeft  I  have  deferibed,  is  not  Matter 
of  Speculation  only,  but  is  founded  upon  con- 
fiant  Experience,  brought  down  to  the  prefenc 
Time  by  very  recent  Inftances.  That  Part  of 
Nova  Scotia ,  which  was  held  by  the  neutral 
French ,  has  fince  their  Removal,  been  reforted 
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to  with  an  Eagernefs  hardly  conceivable  r  I  am 
greatly  within  Compafs  when  I  fay  that  it  con¬ 
tains  already  above  Ten  Thoufand  Inhabitants, 
all  fettled  within  the  Compafs  of  Six  or  Seven- 
Years  ;  by  whole  Induftry  that  Province,  which 
fo  lately  was  confidered  as  no  more  than  a  pro¬ 
per  Situation  for  a  Fortrefs,  whofe  Garrifon 
it  could  not  fubfift,  will  inftead  of  being  a  de¬ 
folate  Frontier,  foon  become  a  flourilhing  Colo¬ 
ny,  thronged  with  a  hardy  Race  of  People,  who 
by  clearing  away  the  Wood  will  foften  the  Ri¬ 
gour  of  the  Climate*  and  find  themfelves  richly 
overpaid  in  the  inexhauftible  Fertility  of  the 
Soil. 

It  is  not  Rafhnefs  to  foretell  a  fimilar  Pro¬ 
gress,  in  the  fettlement  of  cur  other  Acquifiti- 
ons  :  Even  Cape  Breton ,  that  barren  Appendage 
to  the  fame  Province  of  Nova  Scotia ,  is  known 
now  to  contain  Treafures,  which  the  Miniftry 
have  thought  fo  worthy  of  Attention,  as  to  in- 
lert  in  every  Grant  a  particular  Covenant  with 
refpedt  to  them.  All  Coal-Mines  are,  I  under- 
(land  to  be  referved  to  the  Crown  ;  if  they  were 
not,  the  Settlers  would  be  diverted  from  the 
Cultivation  of  Lands,  to  be  Mine  Adventu¬ 
rers,  led  into  Enterprizes  they  would  not  be  a- 
ble  to  fupport,  by  the  tempting  promifes  with 
which  Uncertainty  flatters  and  leduces  :  On  the 
other  hand,  thefe  Collieries  when  referved  to  the 
Crown,  may  be  managed  by  its  Officers,  or  let 
to  luch  as  are  able  to  make  a  proper  Improve¬ 
ment  of  them.  And  there  is  hardly  a  doubt  of 
£uccefs  in  the  Undertaking,  if  it  be  fupported 
by  the  Expence  it  will  require :  For  in  many 
parts  of  4wmca^  efpecially  h\  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood 
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hood  of  the  Great  Towns,  a  Supply  of  Fuel  Is 
wanting :  Such  has  been  the  Force  and  Extent 
of  Cultivation^  that  Wood  is  become  fcarce  in 
Countries,  which  were  an  impenetrable  Foreft 
not  a  Century  ago  ;  and  the  General  Aflemblies 
have  therefore  found  it  neceffarv  to  make  Provi- 
fions  for  the  Prelervation  of  Timber.  Coal 
from  Cape  Breton  may  on  this  Account  be  deli¬ 
vered  in  many  of  the  Great  Towns  of  America , 
at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  any  other  Firing  can  be 
bought ;  and  be  the  Demand  ever  fo  great,  the 
Supply  from  thence  will  always  be  equal  to  it : 
For  the  Mines  are  not  Veins;  they  are  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Coal:  Vaft  Clifts  of  nothing  elle 
Hand  open  and  accefiible :  No  Boring  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  find  it  ;  no  Pit  need  be  funk  to  come 
at  it  •,  no  Fire  Engines  will  be  requifite  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  Works :  Adequate  Capitals  only 
mutt  be  had  for  making  the  Leading  Ways  ;  for 
providing  a  fufficient  Stock  of  Carriages,  and 
of  Draught  Horfes  or  Oxen ;  and  for  keeping 
a  large  Quantity  of  Coal  always  ready  to  anfi- 
wer  the  Demands  that  may  be  made.  Thefe 
Collieries  therefore  which  do  not  feem  the  Ob- 
iebfs  of  Grant,  becaufe  in  the  hands  of  common 
Settlers  they  would  either  be  neglebted,  or 
prove  ruinous  to  many  of  the  Adventurers,  may 
under  proper  Management,  be  at  the  fame  time 
very  advantageous  and  convenient  to  the  molt 
fettled  Parts  of  North  America ,  a  confiderable 
Nurfery  of  Seamen,  and  a  means  of  fubfifting 
ufeful  Inhabitants  in  a  Climate  too  inhospitable 
for  much  Cultivation. 

This  Ifland  however,  and  all  the  Neighbour¬ 
ing  Shores  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Launnec,  have 

C  another 


(  12  ) 

another  Fund  of  Wealth  in  their  Fifheries,, 
which  wili  attract  Inhabitants  without  Num¬ 
ber,  and  furnifh  the  Means  of  Subfiftance  to 
all.  A  Refident  Fifhery  will  always  overpower 
one  that  is  carried  on  from  a  Diftance :  The 
People  concerned  in  it  can  begin  to  Full  as  foon 
as  the  Seafon  permits,  and  will  therefore  be  the 
fir  ft  at  Market ;  and  the  Merchants  who  fend 
Ships  thither  from  Great  Britain ,  may  freight 
their  Veflels  outwards,  and  be  lure  of"  a  vent 
for  their  Cargoes,  in  the  Colonies  near  to  the 
Fifheries.  By  this  Advantage  they  will  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  difpofe  of  the  Return  at  a  cheaper  Rate 
than  the  French,  who  have  no  fuch  Colonies  to 
take  off  their  outward-bound  Cargo :  For  the 
Profit  of  the  BritiJJi  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
French  Merchant  upon  the  whole  Voyage,  tho3* 
it  fhouid  be  lei's  upon  the  FilTr  •,  the  abfolute  Ex- 
clufion  therefore  of  any  French  Settlement  from 
that  part  of  the  World,  (for  I  cannot  call  Mi¬ 
quelon  and  St.  Pierre  Settlements)  will  make  fuch 
a  difference  between  the  Fifheries  of  the  two 
Rival  Nations,  that  Great  Britain  muff,  with 
refpeff:  to  fupplying  other  Countries,  enjoy  al- 
moft  a  Monopoly  :  And  the  neceffary  Confe- 
quence  will  be  the  Population  of  all  thofe  Coaits^ 
where  a  Trade  lb  beneficial  and  encreafing  is 
eftablilhed.  Add  to  the  Cod  Fifhery  that  of 
Whales,  which  under  the  Encouragement  given 
to  it  during  the  laft  Seffions  of  Parliament,  will 
immediately  become  a  confiderable  Branch  of 
Commerce  (as.l  fhall  have  occafion  to  ihew 
more  at  large  hereafter ;)  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  a  few  Years  all  thefe  Coafts  will 
be  fiounfhing  Colonies :  The  Profped  of  their 
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future  Profperity  has,  we  have  already  fcen5 
railed  a  Competition  for  Grants  of  Lands  there  : 
And  the  general  Elpeftation  which  this  Compe¬ 
tition  proves,  will  haften  the  Event  it  prefages. 
Care  however  mu  ft  be  taken  to  remove  all  Ob- 
flructions  which  may  arife  from  Regulations 
that  were  eftablifhed  at  a  time,  when  thefe  Coun¬ 
tries  were  not  in  Contemplation  :  One  of  thefe 
was  the  Duty  upon  Whale-fins,  which  is  now 
taken  off  by  Aft  of  Pailiament;  another  a-rifes 
from  the  Aft  of  17  Car.  2.  c.  7.  f.  6.  which 
wifely  prohibits  the  Importation  of  any  Europe- 
^Commodities  into  the  Plantations,  unlefs  they 
have  been  laden  and  (hipped  in  Britain :  But 
in  that  Aft  itfelfis  an  Exception  of  Salt,  for  the 
Fifheries  of  New  England  and  Newfoundland , 
upon  which  the  Expence  and  Delay  of  bringing 
the  Salt  they  confume  thro’  this  Country,  would 
•have  been  a  heavy  Burthen.  The  Indulgence 
of  carrying  it  direftly  from  Europe  has  been 
fince  extended  to  New  Tork  and  Penfylvani* ,  by 
13  Geo.  1.  c.  5,  and  by  3  Geo.  2.  c.  12,  and  a- 
mong  the  Reafons  for  granting  it,  which  are 
recited  in  the  Preambles  to  both  thofe  Afts,  the 
'Encouragement  thereby  given  to  the  Fifheries  of 
thofe  Colonies,  will,  iris  (aid,  be  highly  beneficial 
both  to  the  Inhabitants  cf  the  faid  Colonies ,  and  to 
the  Evade  cf  Great  Britain,  and  enable  the  faid 
Inhabitants  to  purchase  more  of  the  Britifh  Manu¬ 
factures  jor  their  Ufe ,  than  they  are  at  prefent  able 
to  do.  The  fame  Reafoning  furely  applies  with 
greater  force  to  our  uniettlcd  new  Acquisitions ; 
and  therefore  the  Legiflature  have  had  the  pre¬ 
caution  by  an  Aft  of  the  laft  Seflions,  to  provide 
that  Canada  and  the  Additions  to  Newfoundland 
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aad  *  ova  Scotia  fhould  be  comprehended  with- 
the  Indulgence  allowed  to  thole,  who  are  in  the 
like  Circumftances  with  refpedt  to  the  Pifheries. 

As  tne  Benefits  arifing  from  the  increafe  of 
tne  Fifheries  will  fpread  themielves  one  way 
along  all  the  Coafts  of  our  former  Colonies,  they 
will  in  like  Manner  extend  into  the  new  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Quebec^  whofe  Inhabitants  will  of 
courfe  be  deeply  concerned  in  fo  beneficial  a, 
^  ra.de,  carried  on  juft  in  their  Neighbourhood: 
I  he  x  cltiy  will  be  another  great  Branch  of  their 
Commerce;  and  the  Countenance  given  to  one 
°l  its  moft  valuable  Articles  during  the  laft 
\\  inter,  by  taking  off  the  Duty  upon  Beaver 
imporftd  neie,  will  be  a  Means  of  its  increafe, 

3  ftiah  reserve  for  another  Place  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  Account  of  the  Regulation  which  relates 
to  that  Commodity,  and  only  mention  it  occa- 
fionally  here,  as  one  Circumftance  among  many, 
which  will  tend  to  the  Improvement  of  Quebec  ; 
uik  there  is  no  Ground  lor  any  Anxiety  about 
the  .Population  of  this  Province  :  It  is  already 
a  flourishing  Colony,  and  raifes  within  itfelf  all 
Kindis  of  Provifions  in  great  Plenty  :  It  is  faid 
that  the  Inhabitants  now  amount  to  ninety. 
Thou  land  :  They  will  certainly  writhin  a  fhort 
Space  cl  1  ime  be  more  numerous  than  they 
are  ;  and  their  Demand  upon  Great  Britain  for  a 

SuppJy  of  Manufactures  mult  be  immediately 
very  confiderable. 

It  would  be  Prefumption  to  fpeak  with 
equal  Confidence  of  the  Southern  as  of  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Acquifkions  in  America ;  they  were  never 
frequented  by  the  EngliJfj  •  we  have  not  that  Ac¬ 
quaintance 
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quaintancewlth  them,  which  Conqueft  has  given 
us  with  the  others,  and  even  their  former  Pof- 
fefifors  were  from  want  of  Ability  or  Inclination, 
uninformed  of  their  real  Value.  All  Accounts 
however  agree  in  reprefenting  Weft  Florida  as 
furprizingly  fertile :  In  its  natural  State  clearer 
of  Wood  than  any  other  Part  of  the  Continent, 
and  luxuriantly  productive  of  every  Thing  elfe  ; 
yielding  fpontaneoufiy  great  Variety  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  abounding  with  Game  and  with  Cattle, 
and  not  only  promifing,  but  actually  producing 
Wines,  Silk,  and  Indigo. 

With  refpeCt  to  Eaft  Florida ,  it  has  been  fo 
much  the  Subject  of  Converfation,  Ridicule, 
and  Dilpute,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  very 
certain  Ideas  concerning  it ;  yet  that  it  is  not 
known  tothofe  who  depreciate  it,  is  clear,  from 
their  Account  ot  it :  The  Country  they  fay  can 
never  be  a  flourifhing  Colony,  for  it  is  barren, 
and  the  greater  Part  ot  it  is  occupied  by  Tribes 
of  Indians ,  more  numerous  and  more  fierce  than 
any  other  in  America :  The  two  Circumftances 
are  abfolutely  inconfiftent ;  for  where  the  Indians 
are  numerous,  the  Country  mull  be  fruitful; 
They  who  do  not  cultivate  Land,  require  much 
for  their  Subfiftance  ;  and  if  the  natural  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  Soil  are  fufficient  for  fuch  a 
Confumption,  a  populous  Settlement  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  procuring  Plenty  by  Culture.  But 
I  believe  the  Fad  to  be,  that  the  Eaftern  Coaffs, 
which  alone  were  formerly  vifited,  are  fandy 
and  barren  :  More  recent  Accounts  however 
reprefent  the  interior  Parts  of  the  Country,  as 
quite  the  Reverfe  j  and  at  the  fame  Time  the 
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Indians,  who  poflcfs  it,  and  who  were  once  nu¬ 
merous,  are  faid  to  be  greatly  reduced  in  their 
Numbers  :  The  Mulberry  and  Orange  Trees, 
She  Vine,  and  the  Indigo,  and  Cotton  Plants, 
grow  wild  in  many  Parts  of  the  Provinces  : 
Thefe  it  has  in  common  with  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  ;  but  it  has  one  Advantage  over  them, 
drat  being  Situated  between  two  Seas,  and  out 
of  the  Reach  of  the  bleak  Winds,  which  blow 
from  the  Apalachian  Mountains,  it  is  not  fub- 
jed  to  that  Excefs  of  Cold  in  Winter,  or  to  thole 
fudden  Changes  of  Weather  at  all  Times  of  the 


i  ear,  -whicu,  by  die  frequent  Disappointments 
they  occahun,  have  hitherto  retarded  the  Pro¬ 
gress  that  might  have  been  expected,  in  the 
Culture  and  Management  of  the  tender  Plants 
abovementioned. 


Both  the  Floridas  are  in  Climate  better  adapted 
to  Such  Cultivation  than  any  other  Colony  upon 
the  Continent ;  and  T  am  confident,  will  be 
found  equal  in  Soil  to  the  bed :  to  all  which 
mud  be  added,  that  as  the  building  a  Town  is 
one  of  the  firft,  but  at  the  fame  Tima  the  molt 
difficult,  becaufe  the  moil'  expenfive  Step  to  be 
taken  in  a  new  Settlement,  this  principal  Ob¬ 
ject  is  already  fecured  in  Esjl  Florida ,  which  the 
Spaniards  have  entirely  deferted;  and  thereby 
have  left  St.  Augufiine ,  in  which  were  three 
Thouland  White  inhabitants,  ready  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  and  Accommodation  of  the  Englijh. 

Mobile  in  Wefi-Florida,  tho’  not  fo  conliderable 
a  Place,  is  dill  large  enough  to  obviate  the  Diffi¬ 
culties,  ariling  from  the  Want  of  any  Town  at 
all  in  an  Infant  Colony  j  and  both  will  foon  in- 
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create  confiderably,  by  the  Refort  of  thofe  wha 
engage  in  the  contraband  Trade  with  the  Spa - 
nijb  Settlements,  for  which  thefe  Places  are  moft 
conveniently  fi  mated.  Numbers  will  never  be 
wanting  to  fettle  Countries,  where  immediate 
Subfiftance  is  from  the  Fertility  of  the  Soil  fa 
certain  ;  and  the  Profpect  of  future  Wealth  is 
from  their  valuable  Productions,  and  their  lu¬ 
crative  Trade  fo  very  flattering;  and  indeed  I 
have  heard  feme  Ferfons  efteem  the  Lands  there 
fo  highly,  as  to  think  they  ought  to  have  been 
fold  :  But  the  Experiment  would  have  been  dan¬ 
gerous  in  Countries  lb  little  known,  who'e  fta- 
ple  Commodities  cannot  be  yet  afeertained,  and 
where  Population  is  cat  prefent  the  principal  Ob- 
jeft  :  Perhaps  hereafter  it  may  be  a  point  defer  - 
ving  Con  fide  ration,  whether  the  publick  fhould 
not  avail  itfelf  of  the  Value  of  the  Lands  it  has 
to  difpofe  of :  At  prefent  it  feems  quite  Efficient 
to  make  this  Advantage  of  thofe  Lands  only, 
which  are  to  be  expofed  to  Sale  in  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies  :  for  their  Products  and  their  Culture  are 
certain  ;  and  they  will  find  Purchafers,  which 
the  others  probably  might  not  to  any  fufiicient 
Number. 

But  I  am  very  glad  to’ fee  that  the  future  Opu¬ 
lence  of  the  two  Florida*  is  fo  far  already  in  Pro- 
fpeft,  as  to  prevent  the  Admimftration  from  be¬ 
ing  feduced  by  the  Circumftances  of  Contiguity, 
and  Refemblance,  to  unite  them  under  one  Go¬ 
vernment.  The  Expence  of  two  different  Ella- 
blifhments  is  not  to  be  put  in  Competition  with 
the  Security  that  refults  from  dividing  a  Power, 
which  might  hereafter  become  alarming:  We 
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have  not  a  better  Pledge  for  the  Dependance  or 
the  Colonies  upon  the  Mother  Country,  than 
that  which  ariies  from  their  being  fo  many  di- 
fiincl  Provinces  i  Unconnected  with  each  other 
but  by  their  Relation  to  Great- Britain,  different 
in  their  Manners,  oppofites  in  their  Principles, 
and  frequently  claffiingin  their  Interefts  and  their 
Views,  from  Rivalry  in  Trade  and  the  Jealoufy 
of  Neighbourhood,  they  can  never  form  an  Al¬ 
liance  that  will  be  dangerous  to  the  Mother 
Country ;  and  no  one  of  them  is  feparately 
formidable  :  This  happy  Divifion  was  the  effcdt 
of  Accident,  but  it  fhould  be  continued  through¬ 
out  by  Defign :  And  without  promoting  Dif- 
cord  or  Variance  between  them,  only  by  taking 
care  that  too  great  a  proportion  of  Territory, 
People,  and  Wealth,  be  not  united  under  one 
Head,  and  actuated  by  the  fame  Motives,  the 
Connexion  common  to  all  with  the  Mother 
Country  will  be  preserved  entire,  every  other 
Bond  of  Union  will  be  excluded,  and  the  vaft 
Syftem  of  Great  Britain  and  its  Colonies  will  be 
permanent  and  compleat. 

Among  the  Settlers  in  the  newr  Acquifitions 
will  be  many  Officers  and  Soldiers,  to  whom 
Lands  are  offered  by  his  Majefty’s  Proclama¬ 
tion,  in  reward  for  their  Services  ;  and  who  will 
defend  and  improve  the  Countries,  which  were 
won  by  their  Valour.  But  this  Bounty  is  very 
properly  reftrained  with  great  StriCtnefs  to  thole 
who  ferved  there  during  the  late  tVar>  who  are  now 
reduced  or  dijhanded ,  and  actually  re  ft  ding  there , 
and  who  jhall  perfonally  apply  to  the  Governors  for 
the  Lands  which  under  thoj'e  Ctrcimjlances  they  may 
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claim  in  the  feveral  Proportions  affigned  them  by 
the  Proclamation.  Were  it  extended  to  all  Offi~ 
cers  and  Soldiers,  many  might  be  tempted  to 
leave  this  Country,  which  is  at  all  times  too 
thinly  peopled,  and  at  p  re  lent  is  exhaufted  by 
the  War  :  But  confined  to  fuch  as  ierved  in 
America ,  and  (till  continue  there,  the  only  Effect 
of  it  is  to  make  their  Refidence  comfortable  in  a 
Country,  where  without  it  they  would  probably 
remain. 

The  Encouragement  given  to  Settlement,  is 
not  however  indiferiminately  extended  to  the 
whole  Continent  of  North- America,  tho’  we 
have  now  got  the  Command  of  the  whole.  On 
the  contrary.  Limits  are  mark’d  beyond  which 
the  Britijh  Colonies  are  not  for  the  preient  al¬ 
low’d  to  encroach  upon  the  Territories  of  the 
Indians .  "The  Governors  of  Quebec,  Eaff  Florida y 
and  Weft  Florida  are  therefore  urictly  forbidden 
by  the  Proclamation,  to  pafs  any  Patents  for 
Lands  beyond  the  Bounds  of  their  refpeclive  Govern¬ 
ments ,  and  ail  the  Governors  of  the  other  Colonics 
are  in  like  Manner  prohibited  from  making  fuch 
Grants  of  any  Lands ,  beyond  the  Heads  or  Sources 
of  any  of  the  Rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantick 
Ocean ,  from  the  Weft  and  North  Weft,  or  of  any 
Lands  what fo ever,  which  not  having  been  ceded  by 
cr  pur  chafed  of  the  Indians,  are  referved  to  them  as 
their  hunting  Grounds .  By  this  prudent  Reftric- 
tion  not  only  one  Occafion  of  Wars  equally  im¬ 
politic  and  unjuft:  with  the  Indians,  is  prevented*; 
but  our  own  Colonifts  are  directed  to  Settlements 
of  more  Importance;  nearer  to  the  Sea;  and 

nearer  to  the  Places  already  well  fettled  :  where 
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their  Means  of  Subfi fiance  will  be  more  eafy  and 
ceitain;  their  Communication  with  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country  more  frequent ;  and  their  Depend - 
ance  upon  it  more  iecure ;  and  where  they  will 
neither  provoke  the  Indians  by  their  Encroach¬ 
ments,  nor  tempt  them  by  their  expofed  and 
defencelefs  Situation,  to  attack  them,  ‘but  ano¬ 
ther  Iitle  to  Lands  might  be  fet  up  ■,  That  of 
rurchaie  from  the  Indians  ;  which  being  a  Tran- 
fa.  c.on  of  private  Perfons  only,  woukfbe  liable 
to  moie  Abuies,  and  to  greater  pubiick  Incon- 
veniencies.  Such  Purchafes  are  therefore  as 
it rictly  prohibited  as  the  Grants,  and  in  one  Re- 
fpect  the  Reftraint  is  carried  ftill  further  :  for 
even  thefe  Lands  which  lie  within  the  Limits 
where  Settlement  is  allowed,  but  which  are 
refer  ved  to  the  Indians,  may  not  be  bought 
by  Individuals  ;  and  if  the  prefent  PofiefTors 
inouid  at  any  Time  be  inclined  to  difpofe  there¬ 
of,  the  Proclamation  directs,  that  the  fame  [hall 
be  pur  chafed  only  for  the  Ufe  an, d  in  the  Name  of 
the  Crown ,  at  fame  public  Meeting  of  the  [aid  In- 
d.iXYis  to  be  held  for  Heat  P urpofe,  by  the  Governors 
cf  ike  Coionits  refpebtively  within  which  they  (hall 
But  none  of  thefe  Provifions  are  intended 
to  fix  Bounds  to  the  Britijh  Empire  in  America : 
The  Proclamation  does  not  leave  room  for  the 
ouppohtion  that  the  Prohibitions  are  to  be  per¬ 
manent:  on  the  contrary,  it  declares  in  exprefs 
Terms  that  they  are  only  for  the  prefent,  and  till 
his  Nuxjejly  s  P  leaf  wee  [hall  be  further  known ;  for 
•.iio  the  Circu  nr  fiances  of  that  Country  require 
them  now,  yet  it  may  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will 
hereafter  appear  delireable  to  pafs  thefe  Bounda¬ 
ries 
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ries  upon  many  Occafions,  and  to  make  Settle¬ 
ments  in  remote  Countries,  tor  particular  pur- 
poles  :  but  this  fhould  always  be  a  Meafure  of 
Government,  prudently  concerted,  and  cautiouQy 
executed  ;  not  left  to  theDecifion  of  a  Angle  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  much  iefs  to  the  interefted  \  lews  of 
any  Individual  or  Sett  ot  Individuals. 

Thefelfifh  and  inconfiderate  Purfuits  of  pri¬ 
vate  Perions,  have  already  involved  the  C  olonies 
in  many  Dilputes  with  the  InciiciTis  \  and  Onpccs 
of  much  lets  Importance  than  the  Acquilition 
of  Lands,  have  been  productive  of  infinite  Mil- 
chiefs.  The  itinerant  Traders  among  thefe 
ignorant  people,  have  been  guilty  of  inch 
Frauds  and  Abides,  as  to  create  a  general  lju- 
truft  of  our  national  Faith,  and  fiequently  to 
occafion  Animofities  for  a  long  time  irreconcil¬ 
able.  To  guard  againfc  fuch  Evils  for  the  Fu¬ 
ture,  by  preventing  improper  Perions  from  be¬ 
ing  concerned  in  that  Barter,  which  is  then  on¬ 
ly  Commerce,  it  is  ordered  by  the  fame  Pro¬ 
clamation,  that  every  Perfon  who  engages  in  it, 
(hall  take  out  a  Licence  from  the  Governor 
for  that  purpofe,  and  give  Security  to  oblervo 
fuch  Regulations,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
thought  proper  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Indian 
Trade.  The  Provifion  for  future  Regulations, 
gives  Reafon  to  hope  that  fome  are  in  view  ; 
and  indeed  many  will  be  neceflfary  to  lecure  tne 
public  tranquility,  and  to  make  all  the  Advan¬ 
tage  that  may  be  made  of  Rich  an  Intercourse, 
tho*  the  want  of  certain  Information,  and  the 
late  Diftnrbances  in  thofe  Parrs,  may  have  hi¬ 
therto  rendered  it  impoffible  to  eftablifli  them  ; 
for  it  is  a  Work  of  Delicacy,  as  an  Error  once 
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committed  cannot  eafily  be  retraced  ;  and  tke 
Opinion,  which  from  thence  would  be  con¬ 
ceived  of  their  new  Neighbours,  would  not 
loon  be  removed  among  thefe  Barbarians  :  yet 
now  that  they  feem  inclined  to  be  quiet,  I  hope 
the  fir  ft  Opportunity  will  be  taken  to  put  their 
Trade  upon  fuch  a  Footing,  as  will  make  it  a 
Bond  of  Union,  not  a  Source  of  Depredations. 

#  Security  both  from  the  Incurfions  of  the  In¬ 
dians^  and  trom  the  more  regular  Attacks  of 
other  Enemies,  will  greatly  promote  the  Settle¬ 
ment  of  the  new  Colonies;  for  Planters  will 
value  Property  there  much  higher,  and  be  more 
jollicitous  to  acquire  it,  when  they  oblerve  that 
in  the  Dilpofition  of  the  Forces  in  America ,  fo 
many  Regiments  are  ftationed  in  Quebec  and  the 
Floridas  :  And  when  they  fee  from  the  Adver- 
tiiements  in  the  public  Papers  for  tranfporting 
Cannon  and  Ordnance  Stores  thither,  that  Mea- 
lUies  ate  taken  tor  putting  thofe  Provinces  in 
a  State  of  Defence  ;  but  the  Circumftance* 
wmch  will  be  the  mod  powerful  Inducement  to 
Foreigners  to  refort  thither,  and  which  Englijh- 
men  before  they  embarked  would  exped  to  be 
certain  of,  anles  from  his  Majefty’s  paternal 
Care  for  tne  Security  of  the  Liberties  and  Proper¬ 
ties^/  thofe  who  fhall  become  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Co¬ 
lonies.  The  Freedom  and  other  Benefits  of  the 
Britijh  Conftitution  are  promifed  to  them,  and 
Directions  given  to  the  Governors  (as  the  Procla¬ 
mation  declares)  in  the  Letters  Patent  by  which 
their  r effective  Governments  are  confiituted,  that  fa 
foon  as  the  State  and  Circumftances  of  the  fetid  Colo¬ 
nies  will  admit  ther  eof  they  Jhall  with  the  Advice 
and  Confent  of  the  Members  of  the  Council ,  fan-  ■ 
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won  general  AJJemblies ,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  in 
the  other  royal  Governments  *,  which  Affemblies  in 
concurrence  with  the  Governor  and  Council ,  are  to 
make  Laws ,  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Laws 
of  England ,  and  under  fuch  Regulations  and  Re- 
fir i^iions  as  are  ufed  in  the  other  Colonies . 

The  Circumftances  laft  mentioned  relate 
equally  to  the  Government  of  Grenada .  The 
fame  Afiurances  are  given,  that  a  Conftitution 
fimilar  to  that  of  Great  Britain ,  fhall  be  formed 
there  ;  and  the  fame  or  greater  Care  is  taken 
to  provide  for  the  Security  of  thole  Illands 
bur  in  every  other  refpedt,  a  Policy,  almoft  op- 
pofite  to  that  which  is  proper  for  the  Acquisi¬ 
tions  in  America ,  mull  be  obferved  towards 
thofe  in  the  IVefi  Indies.  The  charadteriftic  Dif- 
tinclions,  between  the  two  Countries,  have  been 
taken  Notice  of  already  *,  and  the  leaft  Reflec¬ 
tion  upon  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned,  will 
iatisfy  a  very  curfory  Obferver,  that  more  is  re- 
quifite  than  merely  to  provide  Inhabitants  for 
the  Illands,  where  Property  does  not  confift  fo 
much  in  Land,  as  in  the  Stock  that  is  upon  it 
Conditions  of  Culture  are  annexed  to  the  Sale, 
and  the  ftrongelt  Pledge  a  Man  can  give  of  his 
having  Subftance  fuffieient  for  iuch  a  Cultivation, 
is  his  advancing  Part  of  that  Subftance  on  the 
Speculation  of  the  Profits  he  may  make  of  it  *, 
for  a  Purchafer  certainly  thinks  himfelf  that  he 
is,,  and  moll  probably  will  Te  found  to  be  equal 
to  the  Undertaking  ;  no  Precautions  could  have 
made  Grantees  equally  refponfible  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  for  the  due  Improvement  of  fuch  valuable 
Property.  The  Objects  of  Acquifition  would 
have  been  in  reality  fo  great,  and  in  Appearance 
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fo  much  greater,  that  all  Sorts  of  Impofitions, 
Intereft,  and  Importunity,  would  have  been 
ufed,  in  order  to  obtain  them  ;  and  where  thefe 
had  not  prevailed,  it  would  {till  have  been  iropof- 
fible  to  fix  the  Proportions  of  the  Allotments  to 
the  Abilities  of  the  Petitioners  ;  which  will  now 
be  afceitained  to  fome  Degree  of  Accuracy  by 
the  private  Intereft  of  every  Purchafer,  as  he 
in u ft  luffer  himfelf  if  he  exceeds  the  Bounds 
which  his  Fortune  preferibes  to  him.  But  their 
Numbers  would  be  fmall,  if  none  were  admit¬ 
ted  who  had  not  an  immediate  Command  of 
Money,  iufficient  to  aniwer  ail  the  Demands  of 
fuch  Eflates  at  once:  The  Buildings,  the  Ne¬ 
groes,  the  Cattle,  and  other  Stock  which  are 
requifite,  will  cofc  more  than  the  Lands  them- 
felves  ;  and  to  enable  the  Purchafer  to  furnifh 
themfelves  with  thefe,  it  is  neceffary  to  relieve 
them  in  the  Payment  of  the  Purchafe  Money; 
Revenue  itfelf  is  of  iefs  Confequence  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  even  at  this  Crifis  of  Diflrefs,  than  an  ef¬ 
fectual  and  fpeedy  Settlement  of  thefe  impor¬ 
tant  Blands.  His  Majefty’s  Proclamatibn  of 
the  26th  of  March ,  has  therefore  declared,  that 
the  Lands  Jliall  be  fold  by  pub  lick  Auction ,  and  the 
P ur chafe- Money  jhall  be  paid  in  different  InJI ail¬ 
ments,  twenty  per  Cent,  immediately  at  the  time 
of  Sale ,  Ten  per  Cent,  within  one  Tear  afterwards, 
Jen  per  Cent,  within  the  fecond  Tear ,  and  Twenty 
per  Cent,  within  every  jucceffive  Tear ,  until  the 
whole  is  paid \  But  fuch  an  Indulgence  would 
be  Weaknefs,  if  Compliance  with  the  Terms 
upon  which  it  is  granted,  were  not  rigoroufly 
enforced  ;  he  who  is  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  them. 
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juftly  forfeits  all  Right  to  the  Lands:  and  on  that 
Condition  he  receives  them. 

Another  Indulgence  is  converting  part  of  the 
Purchafe  Money  into  an  Annual  Quit  Rent,  the 
Value  of  which  the  Buyers  will  dedudt  out  of 
the  Purchafe  Money ;  and  they  will  thereby 
have  dill  more  of  their  Capital  at  Liberty,  to 
anlwer  the  Demand  upon  them,  for  Clearing 
and  Stocking  their  Lands.  This  Charge  too  is 
levied  with  a  Lenity  perfectly  correfponding 
with  the  Defign  of  impoling  it ;  it  is  not  to  be 
paid  on  the  whole  Lot  at  once  •,  but  is  gradually 
to  creep  upon  it,  in  proportion  as  it  becomes 
valuable  •,  the  Quit  Rents  being  declared  by  the 
Proclamation  not  to  commence  till  Twelve 
Months  after  the  time  each  Acre  fhall  be  cleared, 
in  conformity  to  the  Condition  of  Clearing, 
which  1  fhall  prdently  have  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion. 

But  dill  to  enable  Men  to  do  Right,  is  not  to 
oblige  them  to  it  :  The  fame  Means  may  alfo 
enable  them  to  do  Wrong,  and  then  there  will 
be  more  reafon  to  expedl  an  Abufe.  than  a  pro¬ 
per  Application  of  the  Opportunity.  Thus  the 
Indulgences  fhev  .1  to  Purchafe' s  with  a  View  to 
affiftthem  in  improving  their  Lands,  might  be 
perverted  to  a  quite  contrary  Lffedt,  if  no  fur¬ 
ther  Precautions  were  taken;  for  the  Money 
thereby  left  in  their  Hands,  might  be  and 
would  be  frequently  employed  only  in  enlarg¬ 
ing  their  Purchales.  All  Tendencies  to  Mono* 
poly  are  every  where  pernicious,  unlcfs  Cir- 
cumftances  make  them  neceffary  :  But  in  a 
new  Colony  they  may  be  fatal ;  and  muft  be 
detrimental :  Too  many  Inftances  Hill  fub- 
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Ming  or  their  mifchievous  Effects  occur  in  fc- 


vera.l  of  the  Colonies,  v/here  large  Tracts  of 
Land,  which  the  publick  Benefit  requires  Ihould 
Le  cleaied  and  fettled^  are  kept  back  from 
vvale  by  the  Proprietors,  on  the  profpect  of  their 
daily  becoming  more  and  more  valuable  :  And 
aftei  this  Experience  it  would  have  been  unpar¬ 
donable,  not  to  have  provided  again  ft  the  Evil. 
I  he  Divifion  of  the  Lands  into  Allotments  of 
between  One  Hundred  and  Five  Hundred 
Acres,  to  which  Dimenfions  it  appears  by  the 
Proclamation  they  will  in  general  be  confined, 
mml  be  a  Means  of  preventing  it :  As  one  of 
tne  ftrongeft  Temptations  to  the  extending  of 
1  etritcry,  the  Temptation  of  Contiguity,  will 
thereby  be  often  removed  :  Since  a  cheap  Pur- 
diaie  of  one  Lot,  will  not  at  all  fecure  an  e- 
qually  good  Bargain  for  the  next.  The  Prohi¬ 
bition  againftany  one  Man’s  buying  more  than 
Three  Hundred  Acres  in  Dominica ,  or  than  Five 
Hundred  in  the  other  Elands,  will  have  a  ftil] 
greater  Eftedl :  The  Reftriftion  being  enforced 
by  the  forfeiture  of  all  the  Land  which  he  fhall 
Puj^kfe  beyond  thole  Numbers,  and  of  the 
Moneys  he  fhall  have  advanced  for  fuch  Excefs  ; 
lam  not  fpeaking  of  a  few  Acres  too  much,  by 
the  Miftake  of  the  Surveyor,  and  unknown  ta 
the  Purchaler :  Thefe  cannot  be  liable  to  For¬ 
feiture,  for  the  Crown  can  never  take  Advantage 
cf  an  Error  in  its  own  Officer,  to  lubjeft  another 
perfon  to  a  Penalty  :  And  fuch  a  Penalty  can  in 
no  Cafe  be  extended  beyond  the  fubject  of  the 
Provifion  it  is  intended  to  enforce;  which  Pro- 
vifion  in  the  prelent  Cafe  is  againlt  exceeding  a 
fpecified  Number  of  Acres:  And  the  Excels 

therefore 


therefore  is  ml  that  can  be  afledcd  by  toe  Pe¬ 
nalty  :  But  the  bell  'Security  of  all  ariies  from 
the  Conditions  of  Culture:  The  Proclamation 
requires  that  five  Acres  in  evety  Hunched  • 
cleared  every  Year  till  half  the  Lot  is  thereby 
brought  into  a  hate  fit  for  Cultivation  :  But  as 
Accidents  and  Difappointments  may  fometimes 
make  it  difficult  to  comply  with  this  Condition, 
the  Breach  of  it  is  not  followed  by  fo  rigorous  a 
Punilhment  as  Forfeiture:  A  pecuniary  Penalty 
of  Five  Pounds  every  Year  for  every  Acre  that 
is  not  cleared  within  the  I  erm  prefcribed,  is 
thought  Efficient,  as,  no  Man  will  continue  to 
pay  fo  much  annually  for  unprofitable  Lands, 
which  he  may  make  valuable  by  dealing. 

One  other' Condition  is  required,  which  wall 
contribute  both  to  the  Improvement  and  to  the 
Security  of  the  lflandci’s  :  7 hat  every  PiacnajM 
of  cleared  Lands  jhall  confiantly  keep  upon  his  Lot , 
One  White  Man ,  or  Two  White  Women ,  for  every 
Hundred  Acres  contained  in  fuck  Lot  and  in  de¬ 
fault  thereof,  Jhall  he  fubjeft  to  the  Payment  of 
'Twenty  Pounds  per  annum  for  evety  White  Woman, 
and  Fortv  'Pounds  for  every  White  Man ,  that  jhall 
be  wanting  to  compleat  the  Humber  Any  one 
who  has  the  leaft  Acquaintance  witn  the  Weft 
Indies ,  is  apprized  oi  the  Advantages  arifing 
from  White  Servants  both  for  Service  and  lor 
Security.  The  only  Queftion  with  me  is,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Penalty  be  heavy  enough  to  enforce  the 
O'ofervance  of  the  Condition  ;  for  in  Antigua 
and  Barbadoes,  where  a  like  Regulation  is  elta- 
blifhed  under  a  Penalty  oi  Forty  Pounds  cur¬ 
rency,  that  Sum  has  been  found  to  be  ina¬ 
dequate  :  Very  few  of  the  Planters  have  tluir 
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full  Complement^  inftead  of  providing  all,  they 

pa/  the  Penalty  tor  fame,  which  on  every  Eftate 
aie  conftantly  deficient :  And  this  is  now  got 
mtoto  regular  a  Courfe,  as  to  become  a  fettled 
Kind  of  their  Revenue;  fo  that  the  Penalty  in- 
ftead  or  enforcing  the  Lavv,  is  perverted  into  a 
Mode  or  1  axation  :  i  hat  impoied  by  the  Pro¬ 
clamation  is  indeed  to  be  paid  in  Sterling  Mo¬ 
ney,  out  whether  the  difference  between  that  and 
Currency  will  be  great  enough,  to  make  the  fame 
Regulation  effectual  in  the  one,  which  for  want 
of  being  more  ftrongly  enforced,  has  not  been 
obferved  in  the  other  Colonies,  cannot  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon  Speculation,  but  mull  be  left  to  the 
decifion  of  Time  and  Experiment. 

Yet  even  if  it  fliould  compel  all  the  Planters 
to  keep  their  proper  Number  of  White  Ser¬ 
vants,  that  Number  would  not  amount  to  fo 
many  White  Inhabitants,  as  the  fafetv  of  the 
Iflands  require.  The  Invitation  given'to  poor 
Settlers  by  Grants  of  from  Ten  to  Thirty  Acres 
Wi-i  I  hope  lupplv  the  Deficiency  ;  and  the  Ex¬ 
pectation  is  fo  far  well  grounded,  that  a  Policy 
iimilar  to  this  has  made  Earbadoes  the  belt  peo¬ 
pled  Eland  in  all  the  Weft  Mies.  The  Planters 
there  are  excufed  from  keeping  White  Servants, 
by  making  fmall  Grants  to  fuch  poor  Settlers  ; 

1  wo  of  thefe  are  deemed  equal  to  "Three  White 
Servants ;  anu  by  fuch  a  Subftitution  relieve 
Rom  a  Burthen  the  Efiate  which  they  improve, 

Tn  thefe  ceded  Iflands  the  White  Servants  are 
2 c i ai nef. i ,  and  at  tne  fame  time  poor  Settlers  are 
invited  by  tne  1  rovifion  that  is  made  for  them  • 
vv  men  is  10  ample,  that  they  wi  11  not  long  re¬ 
main  meer  Cottagers,  tho5  they  may  be  really 

poor 
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poor  Settlers  in  their  Beginnings.  A  fmaft 
Number  of  Acres  well  improved  there,  is  no 
Inconfiderable  Property  ;  tho‘  it  will  not  rails 
the  Pofteffbrs  above  the  Rank  they  were  born 
to  it  will  furnifh  them  with  all  the  Comforts  and 
Conveniencies  which  are  iuitable  to  their  Lonui- 
tion.  and  with  many  more  than  ufually  belong 
to  it  •  Some  of  rhe  Wood  they  are  to  clear  wnl 
probably  be  of  Value  to  fell -,  the  reft  willfuffice 
to  build  their  little  Tenements,  to  make  their 
Fences,  to  furnifh  them  with  a  Thou  land  con- 
venient  Accomodations,  and  to  iupply  all  their 
moderate  Demands.  The'  Products  of  their 
fmall  Domains  will  not  indeed  be  thole  by  wnicn 
we  are  apt  too  indiferiminately  to  eftimat eliejt 
India  Eftates  :  Such  Inhabitants  as  thefe  mult 
not  expedt  to  mimick  the  Opulence  of  other 
Planters  •,  for  the  Lands  allotted  to  them  will 
hardly  be  of  thofe  Soils  which  are  proper  for 
Simar:  But  they  may  raife  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Cot¬ 
ton"  Ginger  and  Tobacco  ;  in  procefs  of  time 
perhaps  feme  Indigo-,  and  at  all  times  L  rovifi- 
-  ons  :  Whatever  they  raife  will  all  be  their  own, 
whatever  Improvements  they  make  will  be  tor 
the  Benefit  of  themfelves  and  their  families. 

A  poor  Settler,  who  has  but  ten  Acres  will 
find  himfelf  greatly  fuperior  to  any  Lngajh  La¬ 
bourer  he  that  has  thirty  allotted  to  him  will 
be  equal  to  many  Englijh  Farmers  -,  and  Men  ot 
this  Rank  in  Life  having  fome  Stake  to  lore, 
and  yet  being  inured,  by  their  Circumftances,  to 
Hardinefs  and  Labour,  will  conftitute  a  Militia, 
which  may  be  always  relied  on,  to  fupprefs  do¬ 
med  ic  Dilturbances  among  the  Negroes,  or  to 
repel  foreign  Invafions  -,  but  thefe  Lots  are  to 

1  E  2 


.  iyi  • 


be  given  to  thofe  only  who  really  mean  to  redder 
upon  t  em  ;  the  reft  of  their  Intention  is  their 
u  ,ing  actual  I  ofteffion  themfelves,  within  three 
Months  from  the  Date  cf  the  Grant ,  and  continu- 
mg  to  occupy  and  improve  the  fame,  for  t  welve  fuc- 
ceffve  Months.  And  that  they  may  not  be  in¬ 
duced,  by  their  Poverty,  or  tempted  by  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Price,  to  difpofe  of  their  Po'fleffions, 
tneir  Lots  are  unalienable  by  Sale  for  Seven  drears  , 
tms  Condition  is  abfolute  s  even  the  Governor 
cannot  dftpenfe  with  it;  but  he  may,  by  his  Li- 
Cv.ru  c,  permit  Leafes.  or  Mortgages  to  be  made 
f  i-.t.  ,  ,  a. id  Such  Leafes  and  Mortgages  may 
be  made  without  Licence,  in  order  To  provide 
f'1  u  Chlid  OI  tne  poor  Settler.  As  to  his  Wife 
ibe  wants  no  Provifton,  till  after  his  Death,  and 
no  keitramt  is  put  upon  his  Difpofition  by  Will- 
ccr  do  any  or  thefe  Keftridtions  fubfift  for  more 
tnan  {even  Years,  in  which  time,  it  is  to  be 
-npec,  'fuch  Settlers  will  be  fixed,  and  their 
Lots  will  be  improved  to  a  Value,  which  will 
prevent  improper  Alienations  of  them  to  their 
wealthier  Neighbours,  who,  if  not  check’d  by 
3  1  recautions,  would  endeavour  to  mono¬ 

polize  to  themfelves,,  large  Tra&s  of  Land,  by 
-va king  Advantage  of  the  Nec.ef2t.ies  of  the<i 
indigent  People. 

„  The  Lots  being  thus  fecured  to  the  Perfons 
tor  whole  Ufe  they  are  defigned,  the  only  re¬ 
maining  Care  is  to  fee  that  they  are  properly 
improved  ;  and  for  this  Furpofe  the  Proclama¬ 
tion  declares  that  Conditions  are  to  be  inferted 
.n  tiiC  C rants,  that  such  Grantee^  being  exempted 
■ '  '/,n  burthens,  for  tour  Years,  Jhall^  at 
tht  Expiration  of  that  Term,  pay  a  Quit-Rent  of 
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Six  pence  per  Acre,  for  every  Acre  then  cleared-, 
and  a  Penalty  of  two  Shillings  per  Acre,  for  every 
Acre  of  Land  uncleared ;  which  faid  Penalty  of  two 
Shillings  per  Acre ,  Jhall  be  reduced  to  Ax-pence  pet 
Acre,  as  the  Land  Jhall  be  cleared . 

Regulations  fo  wifely  adapted  to  the  End  oi 
peopling  thefe  Elands  to  a  great  Degree  with 
white  Inhabitants,  can  hardly  mifs  of  their  in¬ 
tended  Effects.  And  indeed,  their  Succefs  is 
of  the  utmoft  Importance  ;  for  befides  the  Ad¬ 
vantages,  which  from  thence  reful  t,  to  thef- 
iti  common  with  all  h/7ejl  India  Elands,  it  is  pai- 
ticnlarly  neceflary  that  Numbers  of  Englijli  Pro- 
t  diants  Ihould  be  invited  thither,  efpeciaHy  to 
St .  Vincents  and  Dominica ,  which  would  be 
other  wife  more  expoied  than  any  Settlement:)  m 
our  Poffeffion  *,  for  in  the  former  are  ftill  re¬ 
maining,  confiderable  Tribes  of  Carribee  Indians , 
to  the  Number,  it  is  fuppofed,  of  about  tour 
or  five  Thousand,  and  who  may  be  troubwionie 
Enemies,  if  they  are  not  by  proper  Attention 
reconciled  to  their  new  Neighbouis.  Bodr  in 
St.  Vincents  and  Dominica  many  French  have  fet¬ 
tled  ;  and  tho5  their  Poffeffion  is  not  rightful, 
becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  Treaty  ^  yet,  fince  they 
are  allowed  to  remain  there,  it  is  neceflary  than 
they  fhould  be  out-numbered  by  Inhabitants, 
who  can  be  more  certainly  relied  on.  It  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  doubted  Queflion,  whether  their  Stay 
i$  to  be  wifhed  ;  on  the  one  hand,  tho  they  ate 
an  Acquifition  of  Subjects,  yet  they  arc  St) an- 
aers  to  our  Manners,  our  Government,  and 
our  Religion  •,  and  till  national  Prejudices  are 
removed,  cannot  be  hearty  Friends  to  the  Coun¬ 
try  they  now  owe  Allegiance  to :  on  the  other 
1  4  hand* 
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lurid,  t  hey  are  there  ;  they  have  Property  ;  thev 
have  Wealth  ;  they  are  People,  and  People  wifi 
be  very  much  wanted  ;  tho’  their  Titles  to  their 
Fltates  are  bad  in  their  Origin,  for  the  Kina  0f 
Prance  could  not  grant  where  he  had  not  Do¬ 
minion  ,  and  tho  therefore  they  cannot  iuftly 
claim,  yet  they  may  reafcnably  defire  to  retain 
the  .Lands,  which  have  been  cleared  by  their 
Taocur,  and  improved  with  their  Subftance  ; 
to  uililt  on  their  Departure,  would  be  driving 
tnem  to  Si.  Lucia,  where  great  Encouragement 
is  given  to  Settlers  ;  and  hefides,  Humanity  re¬ 
vows  at  the  Idea  of  expelling  from  their  Habita'- 
tions.  Men  hitherto  inofxenfive,  and  who  may 
nev^.,  e  pernicious,  if  time  be  allowed  them  to 
familiarize  themfelves  to  the  Cuftoms  and  to 
adopt  the  Principles  of  their  prefent  Fellow-fub- 
jects.  ^  I  he  Experiment  at  lead  fhould  be  made, 
and  tnofe  who  are  inclined  to  flay  fhould  not  be 
obliged  to  go,  by  being  immediately  and  arbi¬ 
trarily  dripped  of  their  Pofieffions  ;  at  the  fame 
time  they  have  no  Pretence  to  expert  that  the 
Hands  they  wrongfully  occupy,  fhould  be  given 
to  them,  when  the  Englijh  can  acquire  no  Pro-- 
peity  theiebut  by  Purchafe.  They  cannot  even 
require  to  be  at  once  confidered  as  Natives  of 
reat  Britain ,  and  to  be  put  on  fuch  a  Footing, 
that  the  Government  would  have  no  Controui 
over  tnem,  fhould  their  Difaffedtion  defeend  to 
future  Generations.  .  For  thefe  Reafons,  I  pre- 
lume,  it  is,  that  a  middle  way  is  taken  between 
confirming  them  in,  and  expelling  them  from 
their  Pofieffions . 

t  he  Proclamation  declares  that  The  Lands 
which  at  the  time  of  the  Surrender  of  thefe  Jflands 

were 
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were ,  and  Jlill  are  in  the  Toff cjfion  of  fuck  French 
Inhabitants,  jhall  be  granted  to  them  upon  Leafes 
for  abfolute  or  renewable  Terms,  upon  can- 
certain  Conditions,  and  under  proper  Refiridfi ons • 
By  accepting  this  Offer,  they  will  retain  their 
Property,  under  abetter  Title  than  they  can  pre¬ 
tend  to  now.  This  is  alone  a  Favour  ;  and  their 
fubfequent.  Behaviour  may  intitle  them  to  greater. 
'What  Number  will  be  induced  on  thefe  Condi¬ 
tions  to  continue,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine, 
or  even  to  guefs.  The  two  I  (lands  are  faid  to 
contain  now  about  three  Thouiand  French  Inha¬ 
bitants,  who  employ  above  nine  Thouiand  Ne¬ 
groes  j  fome  will  not  forfake  the  Connections 
to  which  they  have  been  habituated,  and  thefe 
are  certainly  not  worth  retaining*,  others  indiffe¬ 
rent  to  either  Form  of  Government,  will  tarry 
where  they  are  *,  and  many  will  be  fenfible  of 
x  the  Advantages  arifing  from  the  Excellence  of 
the  Britifh  Conftitution,  the  Security  which  a 
Naval  Power  gives  to  its  Colonies,  and  the 
Wealth  of  a  commercial  Nation, extending  to  all 
its  Dependants  *,  Thefe  laft  will  be  as  valuable 
SubjeCts  as  the  Natives  ol  Great  Britain . 

The  whole  Service  of  difpofing  of  the  Lands 
in  all  thefe  lflands,  is  to  be  performed  by  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  1  hey 
are  to  divide  each  Ifland  into  Parifhes  and  Dis¬ 
tricts,  of  fuch  Forms  and  Dimenfions,  as  the 
C  ire  limit  a  nee  s  of  natural  Boundaries,  Conti¬ 
guity  and  Convenience  require.  In  every  Parifb 
they  muff  trace  out  a  Town,  its  Streets,  its 
Market-place,  and  other  public  Places,  and  then 
parcel  out  the  Ground  they  fhad  deftine  for 
Habitations,  into  proper  Allotments  to  build  on. 
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J  o  make  thele  ftiJJ  more  commodious,  a  fir, ail 
Sviekl  is  to  be  annexed  to  each,  and  both  together 
to  be  iold,  if  the  Land  be  clear’d,  upon  Condi¬ 
tion  to  pay  the  Purchafe-money  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  is  prefcribed  to  the  Purchafers  of 
P  antations  ;  and  a  Quit-Rent  of  one  Penny  per 
loot  in  Front  of  each  Town  Lot,  and 'Six¬ 
pence  for  every  Acre  of  the  Field,  that  accom¬ 
panies  it ;  it  the  Land  be  uncleared,  it  is  to  be 
granted  by  the  Governor,  upon  Security  crjven 
to  omit;  to  inclofe  and  to  fence,  within  finch 
-A’ me  as  to  the  Commifiioners  fhall  feem  reafona- 
ble,  and  to  pay  the  fame  Quit-Rent  as  the  others. 

ie  Commifiioners  are  alio  to  let  apart  fuch 
Spots  as  fhall  be  deemed  proper  for  Batteries, 
hoKs,  and  other  military  Purpofes  *,  they  are  to 
dired  the  Highways  from  one  Town  to  ano- 
tnc-r,  and  to  accommodate  every  Plantation  with 
ealy  Means  of  Accefs.  They  are  to  referve  to 
the  Crown  certain  Did  rids  of  Wood  Lands, 
which  by  the  Damps  continually  exhaling  from 
mem,  and  the  Clouds  attracted  by  them,  will 
turnifh  a  perpetual  Supply  of  Moifture,  to  all 
Jiie  neighbouring  Country,  and  prevent  the 
Di ought  to  which  Places  in  that  Climate,  when 
too  much  cleared  are  frequently  liable.  Thde 
Reiervations  being  made,  and  a  fuitable  Num¬ 
ber  of  Acres  alio  appropriated  for  the  Grants 
which  the  Governor  is  to  make  to  poor  Settlers, 
die  Commifiioners  are  to  divide  the  Lands" 
into  proper  Allotments,  and  then  to  advertife, 
prepare  for,  and  fuperintend  the  Sale.  They 
ought  to  be  Men  of  Knowledge,  Abilities, 
and  Confidence,  in  whom  fuch  a  Trull  is 
i>  poled,  to  contrive  ror  the  Accommodation  of 
a  re  Colony  ;  to  fix  the  Habitations,  and  to 
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limit  the  Eftates  of  the  Planters;  to  adjuft  pub- 
Hck  and  private  Convenience  ;  to  mix  /ne  poor 
Settlers  with  the  rich,  for  their  mutual  Advan¬ 
tage  ;  to  diftribute  to  each  his  proportion  of  ge¬ 
neral  Benefit;  and  to  provide  for  the  Cultivation, 
the  Commerce,  and  the  Protection  of  fuch  an  im¬ 
portant  Dominion.  This  is  to  be  their  liberal, 
but  difficult,  and  perhaps  hazardous  Employ  ; 
for  the  Places  they  are  to  vifit  like  all  others  in 
that  Climate  which  remain  in  their  natural  State, 
muft  to  a  certain  Degree  be  unhealthy.  Si.  Vin¬ 
cents  and  Dominica ,  where  much  is  already  clear’d, 
are  fefs  fo  than  they  were  ;  but  V dago  is  almoft 
totally  uncultivated,  and  the  firft  Perfons  that  go 
thither  would  be  greatly  expofed,  if  Care  were 
not  taken  to  fecure  them  from  the  Inclemency  of 
the  Climate  :  It  does  Honour  to  the  Humanity  of 
thofe  who  provided  againft  it,  by  contracting,  as 
the  public  Advertifements  (hew,  for  one  thoufand 
Ton  of  Shipping  to  be  Ration'd  there  for  a  year, 
on  board  of  which  not  only  the  Surveyors  and 
Commiffioners,  but  all  Pei  Sons  whole  Duty  calls 
them  thither  in  a  civil  or  a  military  Capacity,  all 
who  repair  thither  to  view  and  to  purchase  the 
Lands,  and  in  general  the  firft  Settlers,  may,  with, 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Veffels  which  muft  occasi¬ 
onally  lie  there,  be  conveniently  accommodated; 
and  every  Body  knows  that  the  Unhealthinefs  of 
the  Climate  is  confined  to  the  Land ;  at  Sea,  tho* 
at  ever  fo  Small  a  Diftance,  the  Air  is  always  fre<; 
from  the  noxious  Vapours,  which  alone  occafion 
that  Sicklinefs  and  Mortality. 

It  is  another  agreeable  Circumftance  to  the 
Purcbafcrs,  that  the  Commiffioners  are  Gentlemen 
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of  fuch  Characters,  as  leave  no  Reafon  to  appre* 
hend  that  the  Power  refervedto  the  Crown  of  revo¬ 
king  their  Adis,  will  ever  be  exercifed,  tho5  former 
Abufes  fuggefted  fuch  a  general  Precaution,  asane- 
ceffaryControul  over  their  Conduct.  Under  them 
i  doubt  not  the  Sales  will  be  equitably  made* 
and  the  Public  will  avail  kfelf  of  the  Fairnefs  of 
their  Proceedings;  for  his  Majefty,  befides  con- 
tributing  out  of  the  Duties  belonging  to  him  in 
the  new  Acquifitions,  towards  the  Support  of 
their  civil  Eftablifhments,  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  the  Money  arifing  from  thefe  Sales 
to  the  Ufe  of  the  Public  :  No  Conjecture  can  as 
yet  I  fuppofe  be  form'd  of  its  Amount,  Accident, 
Caprice,  Plenty  or  Scarcity  of  Money  at  the  Time, 
and  a  thoufand  other  CircUmftances,  will  make 
It  greater  or  lefs;  but  at  all  Events  the  Purchafe 
Money  of  fo  large  a  Quantity  of  Land  fo  valu^ 
able,  cannot  be  inconfiderable.  Tobago  and  St. 
Vincent's  are  reckon'd  to  be  each  of  them  as  large 
as '  BarbadoeS)  and  Dominica  much  larger;  Some 
Parts  of  Grenada  too  will  come  to  Sale,  which 
were  never  granted  by  the  King  of  France ,  or  the 
Grants  of  which  have  been  forfeited  on  Failute 
of  complying  with  the  Conditions  annexed  to 
them  :  The  whole  of  the  new  Acquifitions  are  to¬ 
gether  of  a  greater  Extent  than  all  our  former  Pof- 
fefllons  in  the  Weft- Indies ^  exclufive  o i  Jamaica^ 
and  are  faid  to  contain  between  five  and  fix  thou- 
iand  Acres :  Of  thele  indeed  a  great  part,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  Dominica ,  is  mountainous  Ground,  of 
little  V alue  for  Sale  ;  tho’  of  ineftimable  Import¬ 
ance  to  the  adjacent  Country,  for  which  it  pre~ 
ierves  the  Seafons,  lends  forth  Rivers,  and  affords  ' 
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the  means  of  Defence;  but  ftill  a  great  Propor¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  is  as  rich  a  Soil  as  any  in  the 
Weft-Indies ,  and  being  frefh  Land,  '<%  will  require 
lefs  Expence,  and  at  the  fame  Time  yield  Crops  far 
more  luxuriant,  than  the  utmoft  efforts  of  Cul¬ 
ture  can  produce  from  an  old  Plantation  :  and 
tho5  it  ca  not  be  brought  to  Perfection  as  Sugar 
Land,  without  a  great  Stock  of  Negroes  and  a 
confiderable  Charge  in  building,  in  preparing  the 
Ground,  and  other*  Articles  ;  yet  at  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  Expence  and  in  a  very  fhort  time,  it  may 
be  made  fit  for  railing  Ginger,  Cotton,  Cocoa, 
Coffee,  Indigo,  and  other  Commodities,  which 
will  amply  compenfate  the  Purchafers  for  the  Mo¬ 
ney  they  may  have  expended,  and  will  moreover 
fupply  them  with  a  Fund  for  the  further  Improve¬ 
ment  of  their  Effaces,  ’till  they  gradually  become 
thoroughly  (lock’d,  and  in  every  RefpeCt  well 
appointed  Sugar  Plantations;  which  the  Owners 
will  then  find  they  have  acquired  for  a  much  lefs 
Sum  upon  the  whole,  than  they  muff  have  given 
for  one  of  equal  Income  in  any  other  Ifland  ;  and 
that  Money  too  advanced  at  different  Times  and 
according  to  their  own  Convenience.  But  befides 
this  general  Advantage,  each  Ifiand  has  fome  pe¬ 
culiar  Circumftance  to  recommend  it:  The  Si¬ 
tuations  or  Grenada  and  Tobago  will  give  their  In¬ 
habitants  Opportunities  to  carry  on  a  mod  profi¬ 
table  Trade  with  the  Spanijk  Main:  The  former 
is  befides  poffeffed  of  two  excellent  Harbours, 
capable  of  containing  any  Number  of  Ships  of 
any  Burthen,  and  is  never  expofed  to  Hurricanes : 
It  is  already  lo  far  cultivated  as  to  produce  about 
jo, ooo  Hogfhcads  of  Sugar,  3,500,0001b.  of 
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Coffee,  and  200,000  lb.  of  Cocoa,  befides  fame 
C  Uton  and  Indigo. 

.  reprefented  as  one  of  the  fineft  Iflands 

in  the  Weft -Indies,  and  of  fuch  a  Surface  that  a 
v^ry  final]  if  any  Part  of  it  is  unfit  lor  Cultivation. 

6/.  Vincents  is  more  hilly,  but  the  cultivable 
i.,and  is  excellent,  and  fo  much  is  already  clear’d 
as  to  yield  it  is  reckon’d  about  40000/.  annually  • 
yet  this  is  but  a  very  fmall  Proportion  of  the  cul- 
tivaole  Land  in  tne  Ifland  .  Still  more  is  clear’d 
in  Dominica ,  whole  prefent  Produce  is  valued  at 
near  double  that  Sum  ^  but  the  moft  material  Ad¬ 
vantage  \%  Prince  Rupert 9s  Bay,  which  is  capable 
of  receiving  and  fheltering  the  largeft  Ships,  and 
wnich  will  certainly  be  the  principal  Station  of 
the  Britifto  Fleet  in  all  fubfequent  Wars,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Situation  of  the  Ifland.  It  lies  be* 
tvveen  Mar  time  0  and  Guadaloupe ,  and  its  Cruifers 
can  always  intercept  the  whole  French  Trade,  be¬ 
tween  thofe  their  principal  Settlements  :  It  is  e- 
qually  convenient  for  protecting  the  Britijh  U 
Hands  again  ft  the  Depredations  of  Privateers,  or 
more  formidable  Attacks:  It  is  itfelf  naturally 
ftrong,  full  of  Pofts,  Defiles,  Gullies,  Rivers, 
£ii!j  1  rtCipices,  and  particular  Attention  is  fhewn 
in  his  Majefty’s  Proclamation  to  the  Peculiarity 
of  Us  Situation,  by  directing  that  the  Lots  which 
in  the  other  Iflands  are  in  general  to  contain  from, 
one  to  three  hundred,  with  fame  few  of  five  hun* 
dred  Acres,  fhall  in  this  be  for  the  moft  Part  con¬ 
fined  to  between  fifty  and  an  hundred,  but  fhall 
ntvci  exceed  three  hundred  Acres:  J3y  which  Pro- 
vifjon  a  greater  Number  of  Whites  will  be  let  tied 
there  than  if  the  Lands  were  divided  into  larger 
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Plantations,  .and  Dominica  will  not  only  be  fecure 
in  itfclf,  but  formidable  both  to  Martinico  and 
Guadaloupe .  All  thefe  Circumfiances  of  Advan¬ 
tage  belonging  to  the  ceded  Iflands  in  general, 
and  to  each  in  particular  being  conlider’d  ;  and 
not  only  unclear’d  Lands,  but  great  Quantities 
which  have  been  clear’d,  and  belong’d  to  French 
Inhabitants  who  have  left  or  will  leave  them,  or 
to  religious  Communities,  who  cannot  be  allow’d 
to  hold  them  by  Leafe  or  in  any  Manner  what* 
foever,  being  to  be  fold  ;  his  Majtfly’s  gracious 
Gift  to  the  Public  will  appear  to  be  an  Object 
worthy  of  his  Generofity,  and  of  the  Gratitude 
of  his  People. 

The  feveral  Steps  above-mention’d  with  Re- 
fpedt  to  the  Settlement  of  our  new  Acquifitions, 
both  in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies ,  feem  to  me 
to  have  been  fo  judicioufly  taken,  that  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability  thele  Acceffions  to  the  Britijh  Dominion, 
v/ill  in  a  few  Years  be  peopled,  cultivated,  and 
in  every  Refpebt  in  the  fame  Situation  as  our  for¬ 
mer  PofTeffions.  They  will  be  incorporated  into 
the  general  Syftem  of  the  Brilijh  Colonies,  be 
affedted  by  the  fame  Circumfiances,  and  the  Ob¬ 
jects  of  the  fame  Regulations.  Their  great  In- 
terefts  too  will  be  the  fame,  and  thofe  are  alio  the 
cleared:  Interests  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  to  imagine 
that  they  can  ever  be  fepa rated,  much  lefs  that 
they  can  ftand  in  Competition,  is  a  narrow,  luper- 
ficial  Idea.  The  Britijh  Empire  in  Europe  and  in 
America  is  ftill  the  famePower  :  Its  Subjects  in  both 
are  ftill  the  fame  People  ;  and  all  equally  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  Adverfity  or  Profperity  of  the  whole. 
Partial  Advantages  that  oppofed  the  general  Good, 
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would  finally  be  detrimental  to  the  Particulars  who 
enjoyed  them  :  The  Mother  Country  would  fuffer, 
if  fhe  tyrannized  over  her  Colonies  :  The  Colo’ 
nies  would  decline,  if  they  diftreffed  their  Mother 
Country  ;  for  each  is  equally  important  to  the 
other,  and  mutual  Benefits,  mutual  Neceffity  ce¬ 
ment  their  Connexion.  It  is  an  indifputabie  Con- 
fequence  of  their  being  thus  one  Nation,  that  they 
muft  be  govern’d  by  the  fame  iupreme  Autho¬ 
rity*  be  fubjedt  to  one  executive  Power  in  the 
King,  to  one  legiflative  Power  in  the  Parliament 
o i  Great -Britain.  Their  Connexion  would  other- 
wife  be  an  Alliance,  not  a  Union  ;  and  they  would 
be  no  longer  one  State,  but  a  Confederacy  of 
many  :  Local  Purposes  may  indeed  be  provided 
tor  by  local  Powers,  but  general  Provifions  can 
only  be  made  by  a  Council  that  has  general  Au¬ 
thority  ^  that  Authority  veiled  by  indefeafable 
right  in  Parliament  over  all  the  Subjedls  of  Great - 
Britain ,  wherefoever  refident  in  the  Britijh  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  to  which  it  is  Rebellion  to  refufe  Obe¬ 
dience,  for  Parliament  has  never  exempted  any 
from  the  Submiflion  they  owe  to  it,  and  no  other 
.Powei  can  giant  fuco  an  Lxcmption,  appears 
from  hence  to  be  founded  not  only  upon  juft 
Right,,  but  upon  abfolute  Necefilty.  It  has  been 
accordingly  aliened  and  exercifed  without  Inter¬ 
ruption  from  the  Time  that  the  Colonies  became 
Objects  or  Attention  ;  and  mu  ft  always  fubfift  for 
the  enadiing  of  luch  Laws  as  relate  to  the  whole, 
and  even  for  controlling  any  particular  Adis  of 
local  delegated  Powers,  which  may  contradidl  the 
general  Welfare, 
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The  Neceffity  of  fuch  a  Superintendance,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  A b life  of  local  tho*  legal 
Authority,  was  proved  by  an  Inftance,  which  was 
under  the  Consideration  of  Parliament,  during 
the  Lift  Seffions.  The  extravagant  Encreafe  of 
Paper  Money  in.  fome  Colonies,  had  ruin’d  the 
Credit  of  thofe  where  it  was  fo  multiplied,  had 
embarrafied  their  Dealings  with  the  neighbouring 
Provinces,  and  was  deftrubtive  to  the  Britijli  Mer¬ 
chants  who  traded  to  America .  Thefe  Bills  were 
ifTued  from  Time  to  Time,  upon  Loans,  as  the 
Services  of  the  Year,  the  Exigencies  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  or  the  Pretence  of  either,  required. 
Funds  were  at  the  fame  time  created,  fometimes 
of  Land,  and  fometimes  of  Taxes,  for  the  Pay¬ 
ment  not  only  of  the  Intereft  annually,  but  of  the 
Principal  alfo  at  the  End  or  during  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  Terms,  for  which  they  were  created: 
But  generally  the  Funds  proved  deficient,  and  the 
Bills  confequentiy  funk  in  Value  :  This  however 
w%s  the  leaft  of  die  Evils  occafion’d  by  their  Pa¬ 
per  Currency :  Had  their  Difcount  ftop’d  here, 
it  might  have  been  born,  or  a  Remedy  might 
have  been,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  applied,  by 
creating  additional  Funds*  but  the  contrary  Me3T 
fure  was  adopted  :  The  Terms  were  prolonged, 
more  Bills  were  iflued  on  Funds  deficient  already, 
and  the  whole  Credit  was  hereby  (til!  further  depre¬ 
ciated.  To  force  thefe  Bills  into  Currency,  they 
were  made  a  legal  Tender,  and  that  compleated 
theMifchief.  Publick  Credit  was  ruined,  for  th 
Payment  of  its  Debts  was  poflponed  beyond  the 
Time  limited  lor  difeharging  them  ;  or  made  in 
Bills  fo  funk  in  Value,  as  not  to  le  equal  to  a 
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fifth,  or  even  in  fome  Cafes  to  a  tenth,  of  the 
Sterling  Money  advanc’d  by  the  Creditors  :  Pri¬ 
vate  Tranfaftions  were  at  the  fame  Time  equally 
a  Hefted:  No  Man  k  new  what  he  fhould  receive 
upon  Payments  to  be  made  at  any  diftant  Time  : 
All  Contrafts  became  uncertain  ^  all  Returns  in 
Trade  precarious  ;  while  the  few  Perfons  who 
concerted  thefe  Meafures,  had  frequent  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  making  a  private  Advantage  of  the 
publick  Calamity.  From  them  who  had  caufed 
the  Evil,  a  Remedy  could  not  be  expefted  :  It 
was  their  Influence  that  had  led  to  Abls>  Order? , 
Refoluticns ,  and  Votes  of  Afemily ,  making  and  de¬ 
claring  fuck  Bills  10  be  legal  P ender  in  Payments  of 
Money .  The  Interpofition  of  the  Parliament  ef 
Great-Britain  therefore  became  neceflary  ;  it  had 
interfer’d  before  with  Refpeft  to  the  four  New - 
England  Governments,  and  by  a  falutary  Aft 
made  in  24  Geo.  II.  to  regulate  and  refrain  Paper 
Bills  in  thofe  Colonies ,  the  Credit  of  fuch  Bills  was 
retriev’d,  and  their  Currency  fettled.  To  check 
the  fame  Abides  in  all  the  other  Colonies,  and  to 
diffufe  the  Benefits  of  the  like  Provifions  over  all 
the  Briiijh  Dominions,  an  Aft  was  pafied  during 
the  laft  Seflions,  by  which,  fuch  Proceedings  as 
have  been  above- mention’d,  are  ftriftly  prohibited 
in  all  the  Colonies,  and  every  Adi,  Order ,  Refo- 
\  lution ,  or  Vote  of  Afembly  which  Jhall  be  made  to 
prolong  the  legal  Pender  of  any  fuch  Bills  now  fub- 
ftfling  and  current ,  beyond  the  Times  fixt  for  difekar- 
ging  the  fame  ;  or  to  create  or  ijfue  Paper  Bills  of 
any  Rind  or  Denomination ,  declaring  them  to  be  legal 
Pender  in  Payment  of  any  Bargains ,  Contra  bis,  Debtsy 
Dues,  or  Demands  whatfoevcr%  is  declared  to  be 
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null  and  void.  By  which  vigorous  and  fc a  (on able 
Exertion  of  fuprcme  Authority,  this  enormous 
Abul'e  will  be  prevented  for  the  future,  and  the 
Bills  iffued  by  the  Government  there,  being  char¬ 
ged  upon  adequate  Funds,  and  fupported  by  pub-, 
lick  Faith,  will  preferve  their  proper  Value,  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  l  ime  of  their  Circulation  ;  no 
Perl'on  being  obliged  from  henceforth  to  take  de¬ 
preciated  Money  in  Payment,  the  Creditors  of  the 
publick  will  receive  as  much  as  they  advanced, 
and  thole  to  whom  Debts  are  owing  on  private 
Tranfadlions  will  really  recover  the  whole  that  is 
due  to  them. 

But  without  recurring  to  inftances  of  Mif- 
c or. duct  in  the  general  Afiemblics  of  certain 
Colonies,  it  is  certain  that  however  enlarged 
their  Views  may  be,  however  upright  their  In¬ 
tentions,  yet  their  Powers  mult  frequently  fail 
in  great  and  extenfive  Operations-,  confined  as 
they  are  within  the  Limits  of  their  refpe&ive 
Provinces,  they  can  never  attempt  any  Mea- 
fures,  which  depend  for  their  Succefs  upon  the 
concurrence  of  others  ;  much  lefs  will  they  ven¬ 
ture  to  facrifice  their  own  partial  Advantages 
to  the  general  good,  when  they  cannoc  be  fure 
that  their  Conceflions  will  obtain  the  Ends  for 
which  they  were  intended.  The  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  alone  can  command  the  Acquief- 
cence  of  all,  and  is  therefore  alone  able  to  de- 
vife,  conduft,  and  execute  iuch  Mealures,  as 
equally  relate  to  all.  This  Power  it  has  at  all 
times  exercilcd  with  impartial  Sway,  and  has 
extended  its  parental  Care  to  every  part  of  the 
Britijh  Dominions  ;  as  each  has  on  different  Oc- 
cafions  particularly  called  for  its  Attention.  No 
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Preference,  no  Privilege,  no  Exemption  is  zX- 
lowed  to  any,  not  even  to  Great  Britain ,  when 
her  particular  Interefts  feem  incompatible  with 
this  greater  Syftem  :  She  has  frequently  eno-ao-ed 
in  the  Defence  of  her  moft  diftant  Dominions,, 
with  more  alacrity  than  the  Provinces  themfelves 
that  were  immediately  attacked :  Her  Debts 
have  been  accumulated  by  the  Proteftion  fhe 
Jias  afforded  her  Colonies  in  times  of  War;  her 
Revenues  have  been  freely  applied  in  times  of 
Peace,  in  Bounties  and  numberlefs  other  Ex- 
pences  for  their  Encouragement  and  Support ; 
Sne  has  even  checked  her  own  Cultivation  for 
the  Advancement  of  theirs,  as  in  the  inftance  of 
Tobacco,  which  becaufe  it  is  a  ftaple  Commodity 
of  fome  of  the  Colonies,  is  prohibited  to  be 
railed  in  this  Country,  except  in  Email  Quanti¬ 
ties,  and  for  particular  purpofes.  But  tils' Prin¬ 
ciples  are  great,  the  Policy  is  right,  upon  which 
this  conduct  is  founded  :  The  prevalence  of 
thefe  Principles  at  prefent  is  the  illuftrious  Cha-- 
radferiftic  of  the  Times :  No  period  of  our 
Hiftory  can  within  the  fame  compafs  bo  a  ft  of  fo 
many  Meafures,  with  regard  to  the  Colonies, 
founded  upon  Knowledge,  formed  with  Judg¬ 
ment,  and  executed  with  Vigour,  as  have  diftin- 
guifhed  the  beginning  of  his  Majefty’s  Reign. 
The  glorious  Peace  that  ufhered  it  in  lb  aufpici- 
ouflv  to  his  People,  is  a  heap  of  Conceffions 
forced  from  our  Enemies,  in  favour  of  the  Bri- 
ijh  Plantations.  The  Tranquility  it  procured 
has  been  employed  in  improving  the  Advanta¬ 
ges  both  of  our  new  and  our  former  PofTeflions  : 
in  the  profecution  of  which  great  Work',  the 
true  Principles  of  Commerce  have  been  atten¬ 
ded. 
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cted  to  with  fo  much  difcernment  and  care  ;  the 
Interefls  of  the  Mother  Country  and  thofe  ot 
the  Colonies  have  been  blended  with  fo  much 
{kill;  and  their  Union  has  been  {lengthened  by 
fo  many  Bonds  of  Connection,  Obligation  and 
Advantage i  that  every  good  SubjeCt,  whether 
■in  Europe  or  in  America,  mutt  with  fuccefs  and 
liability  to  Meafures,  fo  wifely,  fo  impartially 
adapted  to  the  Benefit  of  all; 

The  Alteration  made  in  the  Duty  upon  Beaver 
Skins  is  one  of  thefe  Meafures,  and  one  that  is 
of  o-reat  Conlequence  to  a  very  valuable  Article 
of  ^American  Produce,  and  to  a  confiderabie 
Branch  of  Brilijh  Manufacture  :  That  Commo¬ 
dity  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  making  ot  fine 
Hats  •,  no  other  Material  can  fupply  the  want 
of  it-,  and  as  the  Animal  is  not  to  be  found  in 
any  ether  part  of  the  World  but  North  America, 
the  Reduction  of  Canada  has  given  us  the  entire 
Monopoly  of  it.  The  Acquifitton  has  been 
made  moil  feafonably  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Manufacture  of  Hats,  which  had  been  long  de¬ 
clining,  and  would  perhaps  in  a  few  Years  have 
been  totally  loft  as  an  article  of  Exportation: 

*  For  our  Neighbours  can  trenerallv  underwork 
us  •,  and  if  they  can  be  furnifhed  with  the  raw 
Materials  upon  the  fame  Terms,  will  always  be 
able  to  underfell  us  :  Yet  the  Duty  upon  Beaver 
was  laid  on  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were 
Supplied  with  the  Material  thro’  Great  Britain , 
at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  we  could  retain  it  for  our 
own  Confumption  :  Seven -pence  was  impofed 
upon  every  Skin  imported  from  America ,  and  a 
Drawback  of  Four-pence  was  allowed  upon  Ex¬ 
portation  :  Thofe  that  were,  ufed  here  were  by 
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this  means  charged  with  Three-pence  per  Skin 
more,  than  other  Nations  paid,  when  fupplied 
^.rom  hence;  and  the  natural  Confequence  muft 
be  the  Encouragement  of  their  Manufaftoiy  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  own.  In  fad,  the  Frank 
had  gradually  gained  upon  us  in  every  Market: 
The  Manufactory  was  thriving  in  Portugal ,  and 
there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  would 
loon  oe  edablifhed  in  Spain ,  while  our  own 
Exportation  of  Hats  was  reduced  above  one 
■  lalf  in  Ten  Years :  That  this  great  Diminution 
was  not  occafioned  by  a  decreafe  in  the  Confump- 
tion,  but  only  by  a  Change  of  the  hands  that 
were  to  fupply  it,  appeared  from  the  Exports  of 
tne  Skins  being  now  even  greater  than  the  Im¬ 
ports,  of  which  they  ufed  to  be  only  one  Half, 
tiro  the  Imports  were  encreaied  from  little  more 
than  62,000,  in  the  Year  1750,  to  above 
i  2 J.ooo,  in  the  Year  1763:  Smuggling  in¬ 
wards  fupplied  the  Excefs  of  the  Exports  over 
tne  Imports,  and  the  number  of  Skins  fent  a- 
kl0ac*  Year  was  fo  large,  that  had  they  been 
made  into  Hats  here,  thofe  Hats  would  have 
produced  to  the  Nation  Sixty  or  Seventy  Thou- 
iand  Pounds  more  than  the  Skins  fold  for.  To 
remedy  thefc  Evils,  an  Aft  was  palled  during 
me  lad  Sedions,  whereby  the  Duty  is  transferred 
from  the  Importation  to  the  Exportation  of  Bea¬ 
ver  Skins  :  A  Penny  only  of  the  former  Seven- 
pence  is  retained  upon  thofe  Imported,  in  or¬ 
der  to  bring  all  to  a  regular  Entry,  and  to  be  a 
Cneck  upon  the  Trade,  from  whence  a  Judg¬ 
ment  may  at  any  time  be  formed  of  the  State^t 
iS  in  .  And  Seven-pence  is  on  the  other  hand 
npoieu  upon  every  Skin  that  fhali  be  exported. 
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The  Remedy  is  fimple,  and  therefore  the  more 
likely  to  be  effectual  *,  but  if  the  Six-pence 
which  Foreigners  mud  pay  for  every  Skin  they 
ufe  in  Addition  to  its  Purchale  here,  does  not 
turn  the  Scale  in  our  favour,  a  ftill  heavier  Bur¬ 
then  mud  be  impofed ;  and  the  Duty  certainly 
will  then,  it  may  now  be  the  means  of  reco¬ 
vering  and  improving  a  confiderable  Manufac¬ 
ture  almoff  loft;  at  the  fame  time  that  a  Reve¬ 
nue  is  raifed  upon  the  Confumption  of  Foreign¬ 
ers,  who  are  abfolutely  dependant  upon  us  for 
their  Supply  ;  and  our  Colonies  a  e  alio  relieved 
in  a  material  Article  of  their  Produce. 

The  Indulgence  (hewn  to  them  in  taking  off 
the  Duty  upon  Whale  Fins,  is  of  ftill  greater 
Confequence  to  America ,  and  would  be  thought 
a  Sacrifice  of  the  Intercfts  of  Great  B> i tain  to 
thole  of  the  Colonies,  if  fhe  could  confider  them 
as  diftinft  and  independent  of  each  other.  The 
Whale  Fifhery  has  been  long  the  Obj-  ft  of  public 
Attention,  and  many  Provisions  have  at  different 
Times  been  made  for  the  Recovery  of  it  Tom  the 
Dutch ,  for  our  own  Confumption  at  ieaft,  which 
to  cur  great  Difgrace  and  Detriment,  ul'ed  to  be 
entirely  and  has  even  till  now  been  partially  lup- 
plied  from  Holland.  For  this  Purpofe  the  Ri¬ 
gour  of  the  Aft  of  Navigation  was  relaxed,  ai  d 
the  Trade  laid  open  to  all  (he  Inhabitants  of 
England,  whether  Natives  or  Foreigners,  free  of 
Cultom  by  25  Car .  II.  c.  6.  but  by  the  lame  Aft 
Fifty  Shillings  per  Ton  is  impofed  on  Whale  Pins 
caught  by  Ships  belonging  to  the  Plantations, 
unlefs  the  lame  be  imported  by  Ships  belong¬ 
ing  to  England ,  in  which  Cafe  it  is  reduced  to 
Twe?uy  fie  Shillings  per  Ion,  This  Duty  call’d 
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t'ne  old  Subfidy  is  no  very  great  Burthen,  as  a 
i  on  of  Whale  Bone  may  fairly  be  eftimated  upon 
an  Average  at  250 1.  but  a  heavier  Impofition  of 
7 hr ee-pence  per  Pound  weight  was  laid  on  by  11 
and  12  W.  ill.  c.  21.  upon  all  Whale  Fins  im¬ 
ported,  which  entirely  ruin’d  the  Fifhery,  and 
made  it  neceftary  firft  by  10  G.  I.  c.  12.  and 
afterwards  by  5G.  II.  c.  28,  continued  by  fevc- 
ral  fubfequent  Acts,  to  take  off  the  Duty ;  but 
this  Relief  was  confined  to  fuch  as  fhould  be 
Caught  in  the  Greenland  Seas,  Davis's  Streights, 
or  the  Seas  adjoining  thereto.  The  whole  Burthen 
iHU  continued  upon  the  American  Fifhery,  which 
indeed  was  at  that  time  too  inconfiderabie  an  Ob- 
jedt  to  attract  the  publick  Notice,  and  on  the 
feme  Account  was  not  included  in  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  which  was  afterwards  given  to  th^ 
G>  ■ eenland  Whale  Fifhery  :  for  the  merely  freeing 
it  from  Duty,  being  (infufficient  to  eftablilh 
the  Affiftance  of  Bounties  was  applied  ;  firft  of 
Twenty  Shillings  for  every  Ton  of  Shipping  em¬ 
ployed  therein,  by  6  G.  II:  c.  23,  and  afterwards 
of  Forty  Shillings  per  1’on,  by  22  G.  II.  c.  4.  by 
which  Encouragement,  the  Purpofes  of  all  thefe 
Endeavours  were  at  laft  in  a  great  Meafure  an- 
fwered,  and  the  BritiJIo  Whale  Fifhery  began  to 
cope  with  the  Dutch,  or  at  leaft  to  intrench  on 
their  Monopoly.  The  Price  of  Bone  has  in  Con¬ 
sequence  thereof  been  reduced  from  700 1.  to 
250  1.  per  Ton,  and  that  of  Oil  from  20  1.  to  16 
per  Ton.  The  Oil  we  procured  has  generally 
been  equal  to  our  own  Confumption,  and  fome- 
times  foreign  Markets  have  been  fuppiied  out  of 
our  Abundance  ;  but  we  have  never  been  abie  to 
provide  ourlelves  with  a  iufficient  Quantity  of 
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Bone:  Between  fixty  and  feventyTon  having  flu! 
been  annually  imported  from  Holland,  which  at 
the  lowed  valuation  muff  be  reckon’d  16000/.  or 
1 7000 1.  per  Annum .  In  this  State  of  the  Trade 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  becomes  Part  of  the 
Briiifh  Dominions,  and  a  great  Whale-Fifhery 
is  difeover’d  there,  which  was  perhaps  unknown 
to  its  former  Pofieflbrs  :  The  Induftry  of  the 
Americans  has  improv’d  it  fo  much,  that  from 
7  Cwt.  o  qrs.  ly  lb.  of  Bone,  which  was  all  they 
imported  in  1759,  they  in  1762  fent  hither 
335  C.  2  qrs .  5  lb.  and  in  1763,  1 546 C.  3  qrs.  1  %Ib. 
and  this  rapid  Progrefs  has  been  made  under  the 
PrcfTure  of  a  heavy  Duty,  while  at  the  fame  Time,, 
the  Rival  Trade  to  Greenland  was  fupported  by 
a  very  liberal  Bounty*  But  the  Inequality  is  now 
removed,  and  an  Aft  was  pafs’d  during  the  laft 
Seffions,  by  which  all  Duties  are  taken  off  from 
Whale  Fins  imported  from  America ,  except  the 
light  Charge  of  the  old  Subfidy.  The  Bounty 
upon  the  Greenland  Fifhery  is  indeed  continued 
by  another  Aft  hill  the  Year  1768,  but  it  will 
not  be  long  or  often  demanded  ;  for  the  American 
Whale  Fifhery  now  freed  from  its  Burthen,  will, 
fbon  totally,  overpower  the  other,  and  this  In¬ 
dulgence  can  therefore  only  be  meant  in  Favour 
of  the  Parties  who  have  hitherto  been  concerned 
in  the  latter,  and  who  are  intitkd  to  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  the  Publick,  to  enable  them  to  retire  gra¬ 
dually,  infeead  of  being  forced,  to  an  abrupt  De¬ 
termination  of  a  Trade,,  which  was  beneficial* 
tho7  it  is  now  become  ufelefs  to  the  State.  A  Year 
or  two  more  will  entirely  put  an  End  to  it*,  and 
that  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence  will  immedi¬ 
ately  lurni/h  as  much  as  was  ever  brought  hither 
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from  Greenland ,  and  probably  far  mom ;  fo  as  not 
only  to  make  any  Supply  from  Holland  unnecef- 
fary,  but  to  enable  us  in  Procefs  of  Time  to  fell 
at  foreign  Markets  upon  cheaper  Terms  than  thofe 
who  letch  the  Commodity  from  Greenland  can  af¬ 
ford  it  ;  for  the  American  Whale  Fifhery  being 
carried  on  in  Seas  little  encumber’d  with  Ice,  and 
confequently  requiring  fewer  Precautions  in  the 
Conftrudtion  and  Equipment  of  the  Ships,  and 
in  the  Choice  and  the  Number  of  the  Crew;  being 
open  for  a  much  longer  Seafon;  and  at  all  Times 
leis  liable  to  Accidents,  Difappointments,  and 
Lodes  than  the  other;  and  the  Ships  employ’d  in 
it  having  Opportunities  to  make  Returns  both 
Ways  in  their  Voyages ;  with  all  thefe  Advan¬ 
tages,  it  muft  neceliarily  in  Time  prevail  over 
that  which  has  hitherto  ftourifh’d  only  becaufe 
there  was  no  other  :  but  whatever  may  be  the 
Event  upon  this  Speculation,  fhould  our  own 
Confumption  alone  be  fupplied,  even  in  that  con¬ 
fined  View  it  was  right  to  prefer  the  American  to 
the  j Britijh  Whale  Fifhery.  Tho’  we  refign  a  va¬ 
luable  Branch  of  Trade  in  their  Favour,  a  Trade 
v/hofe  Produce  may  be  valued  at  Three  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds  a  Year,  and  in  which  three  thou- 
fand  Seamen,  befides  a  great  Number  of  Ship¬ 
wrights.  and  other  Artificers  were  employ’d;  yet 
the  Preference  is  given  upon  truly  national  Conli- 
derations,  when  the  Inhabitants-of  America  and  of 
Europe  are  look’d  upon  as  one  People  :  It  then  be¬ 
comes  a  general  Benefit  to  promote  that  Fifhery 
which  has  fo  many  Advantages  over  the  ocher; 
and  which  will  maintain  itfelf  without  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Bounties,  the  Expence  of  which  was  near 
Thirty  thoufaud  Pounds  per  Annum. 
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Tho’  this  Acceffion  to  the  Whale  Fifhery,  that 
of  Seals  and  Sea  Cows,  the  Monopoly  ot  Beaver, 
and  many  other  important  branches  of  Com¬ 
merce,  are  particularly  Parts  of  our  new  Acqui- 
fnions,  yet  the  Profits  arifingfrom  them,  and  tnc 
Benefits  refulting  from  the  Encouragement  given 
to  them,  are  by  no  Means  confined  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  newly  acquired  1  erritories  :  Other 
Colonies  will  enjoy  an  equal,  l'ome  a  greatei  lhare. 
The  Beaver, for  Inftance,  is  not  cheProduce  of  Ca¬ 
nada  alone,  and  the  Vent  of  it  only  down  the  Ri¬ 
ver  St.  Laurence  ;  but  the  Reduction  of  Canada 
having  open’d  our  Communication  with  all  the 
Countries  where  it  is  produced  ;  it  may  now  be 
brought  over  the  Lakes,  and  down  the  Rivers,  to 
New- England,  New-Terk ,  and  perhaps  to  ft  ill 
more  Southern  Colonies;  whofe  Merchants  win 
enrich  themftlves  With  the  Spoils  of  Deiaits,  the_> 
hardly  knew  before.  The  Whale  Fifhery  teems 
indeed  more  local,  but  even  that  will  be  camed 
on  by  Ships  lent  from  Ports  far  diftant  from  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Laurence ,  and  a  great  Part  of  the 
Coaft  of  North- America  will  be  engaged  in  to  be¬ 
neficial  an  Adventure  :  By  them  it  has  been  in¬ 
creas’d  to  its  prefent  Extent,  for  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Shores  of  the  Gulph  evidently  cannot 
have  been  lulficient  lor  what  has  been  d<  no 
already.  But  even  thole  who  arc  too  iai  le** 
moved  to  be  immediately  aftive  in  the  Fifhe¬ 
ry  itfelf,  will  be  fenfible  of  its  E Hefts,  and  par¬ 
take  of  the  Generofity  cl  Great  Britain,  i  ire 
Profits  of  the  Colonies  that  are  engaged  in  it,  will 
circulate  thro’ all  the  others,  from  whom  they  will 
demand,  as  their  Wealth  and  their  Inhabitants  in- 
creafe,  larger  Supplies  of  the  Commodities  which 
they  do  not  produce  themlelves  ;  for  hardly  any 
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one  of  the  Plantations  can  pretend  to  furniffi  all 
the  Necefiaries,  none  all  the  Conveniencies  of 

antJ  for  the  Superfluities,  the  richeft  and 
nioft  fruitful  mud  fetch  them  from  many  andfrom 
diltant  Quarters.  Each  has  its  feveral  Staple  • 
each  its  feveral  Delicacies  ;  which  by  their  con- 
ftant  Intercourfe  are  freely  communicated  from 
the  one  to  the  other  ;  but  throng  to  thofe  Marts 
to  which  large  Demands,  and  quick  Returns,  or 
in  one  Word,  Riches  invite  them.  Trade  thus 
dividing  over  the  whole,  the  Profperity  of  every 
Part,  not  only  adjacent  Provinces,  but  the  mod 
diffant,  thofe  apparently  rood  oppofite  even  the 
Weft-Indies  and  North- America,  mutually  pr"tid- 
pate  in  the  Advances  they  each  of  them  make  in 
their  particular  Branches  of  Culture  and  of  Com- 
meice.  iyreat-Bntain  herfelf  enjoys,  and  both  in 
0.  radc  «nd  in  Strength  feels  herfelf  benefited  by 
the  Welfare  of  every  particular  Colony.  How 
much  moie  muff  the  Colonies,  which  are  as  near 
in  Affinity,  and  fo  much  nearer  in  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  interchangeably  contribute  to  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  each  other  ? 

fn  this  View  the  Indulgence  fhewn  to  Carolina 
stnc,  Gtot^.a,  with  Refpebt  to  the  Exportation  of 
Rice,  which  at  firfb  Sight  may  ieem  entirely  lo¬ 
cal,  if  traced  thro’  all  its  diffant  Effefls,  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  a  general  Benefit :  Rice  being  an  enu¬ 
merated  Commodity  could  not  be  carried  from 
the  Place  of  its  Growth,  unlefs  to  feme  other 
Britijii  Plantation,  or  to  the  Kingdom  of  Greet 
Britain:  but  the  Rigour  of  this  Reffri&ion  has 
been  relaxed,  and  by  g  Geo.  II.  c.  28.  and  27 
Ceq.  II.  c.  1 8,  it  is  allowed  to  be  carried  dire&Iy 
i'rom  the  Plantations,  to  any  Part  of  Europe  lyin<r 
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Southward  of  Cape  Fmifterre  the  Charge  of  dou¬ 
ble  Freight  being  thus  taken  off,  Spain  and  Ter - 
tugal  who  ufed  to  bring  all  their  Rice  from  the 
Levant ,  receive  it  now  from  our  Colonies,  and 
confume  20000  Barrels  every  rear.  The  half 
Subfidy  upon  it  yields  fome  Revenue ;  the  Bulki- 
nefs  of  the  Commodity  employs  a  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Shipping  ;  and  the  Demand  for  it  has  been 
one  great  Means  of  raifing  Carolina  to  its  prefent 
flourtfhing  Condition.  But  furely  every  Reafon 
that  could  fuggeft  the  grancing  this  Permiffion 
with  relpeft  to  any  part  of  Europe,  urges  the 
Propriety  of  extending  it  to  Foreign  Plantati¬ 
ons  ;  for  tho’  Rice  be  a  very  defireable  Food  in 
fuch  Climates,  it  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary; 
the  want  of  it  may  be  fupplied  by  other  kinds 
of  Vegetable  Provifions :  And  the  Vent  there¬ 
fore  will  depend  upon  the  Cheapnefs.  If  the 
Voyage  round  by  England  can  be  laved,  and  the 
Commodity  thereby  afforded  on  realbnable 
Terms,  vaft  Quantities  may  be  diipofed  of 
amongfl  the  foreign  Plantations;  for  in  the  fhorc 
time  that  Guardalupe  and  Martinico  were  in  our 
Poffeffion,  14,000  Barrels  were  confumcd  there  ; 
and  an  Application  was  made  laft  Winter  for  a 
Contract  to  deliver  40,000  Barrels  in  threel'ears 
at  Cayenne ,  which  could  not  be  complied  With, 
unlefs  fome  Alteration  were  made  in  the  Law  ; 
the  Trench  too  are  not  the  only  Purchafers  that 
may  be  expected  ;  other  Nations  will  be  defirous 
of  procuring  Rice  for  their  Settlements  from 
the  fame  Quarter,  and  the  Negroes  in  all  thefe 
Settlements  will  take  off  the  Broken  and  Mow- 
burnt  Rice,  which  will  make  the  good  Rice 
cheaper,  and  is  one  Advantage  that  a  Weft 
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Imta  Market  for  this  kind  of  Provifions  has  o- 
ver  an  European.  To  allow  therefore  of  its  im¬ 
mediate  Exportation  thither  from  the  places  of 
its  Glow th,  will  be  a  great  Encouragement  to 
s  Staple  Commodity  of  two  of  our  Colonies  i 
And  the  meafure  is  adopted,  not  upon  Specula¬ 
tion,  but  on  a  certainty:  We  have  no  Experi¬ 
ment  to  make;  we  are  only  to  accept  of  an  In¬ 
vitation,  and  anew  Branch  of  Commerce  is  ob¬ 
tained  :  an  Improvement  will  at  the  fame  time 
be  made  in  the  American  Revenue,  for  the  Aft 
or  the  laft  Seflions  which  grants  the  Liberty  of 
Exporting  Rice  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
to  any  peri  of  America  to  the  Southward  of  thofe 
Provinces ,  retains  the  half  Subfidy,  which  a- 
rnounts  to  about  Seven-pence  upon  every  Hun¬ 
dred^  Weight  of  Rice  thus  exported,  and  is 
the  fame  Duty  as  is  paid  upon  that  which  is 
carri  d  direftiy  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  Finif- 
tsvre ,  or  being  brought  to  Great  Britain ,  is  Ex¬ 
ported  from  hence  to  any  other  Country. 

Other  Commodities,  the  Produce  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  but  of  ftill  greater  and  more  extenfive 
Importance,  both  to  the  Colonies  and  to  Great 
Britain,  have  this  Year  received  that  Encou¬ 
ragement,  they  Hood  fo  much  in  need  of,  and 
fo  richly  deferved  :  The  Bounties  upon  Hemp 
jand  Flax,  which  were  given  fir  ft  by  3  &  4 
Ann.  c.  to.  and  continued  by  ieveral  other  Afts, 
had  been  of  late  Years  buffered  to  drop,  and  the 
d  Rich  they  were  laft  given,  was  expired  : 
1  he  Culture  of  Hemp  did  not  fucceed  :  Hardly 
any  wps  Imported;  and  the  Bounty  being  never 
called  for,  fell  into  Cblivion  ;  but  the  encreafe 
Qi  the  Colonics  having  enabled  them  to  attend 
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to  it  again,  and  annually  to  raife  large  Quanti¬ 
ties  ;  the  Renewal  of  the  Bounty  will  be  a  pro¬ 
bable  means  of  procuring  from  thence  in  Courfe 
of 'Time  fufficient  tor  our  whole  Confumption, 
tho’  it  amount  at  a  Medium  ot  the  la(t  Ter^ 
Years,  to  more  than  300,000/.  per  Annum .  To 
raife  lo  confiderable  an  Article  ot  Naval  Stores 
within  ourfelves;  to  fhake  off  our  Dependanca 
for  a  precarious  Supply  upon  other  Countries* 
who  by  fome  unexpected  fluctuation  in  politi¬ 
cal  Connections,  may  become  adverfe  to  thefe 
Kingdoms,  and  will  then  be  able  to  difappoint 
us  in  a  Time  of  Crifis,  or  even  to  occafion  the 
Diflrefs  which  they  will  not  relieve;  to  wreft  in 
ihort  out  of  the  hands  of  other  States,  be  they 
ever  fo  friendly,  Rich  an  undue  Influence  over 
all  our  Operations,  is  a  great  objebt  to  a  Mari¬ 
time  Power:  And  to  procure  fo  extenfive  a 
Branch  of  Trade  ;  is  equally  interefting  to  a 
Commercial  People  :  But  when  luch  an  Acqui- 
fition  is  in  view,  Great  Britain  does  not  morofely 
grudge  to  the  Colonies  the  greater  fhare  of  it  : 
She  does  not  tenacioufly  adhere  to  her  own  In- 
terefts  alone  :  On  the  contrary,  fhe  freely  gives 
up  the  Revenue  arifing  from  the  Importation  of 
Foreign  Hemp:  And  liberally  grants  out  ot 
her  other  Revenues  the  Bounties  o {  Eight  Pounds 
per  Aon  for  Seven  2 ''ears ,  of  Six  Pounds  per  1  on  for 
the  next  Seven  2'ea>  s,  and  of  Four  Pounds  for  ano¬ 
ther  Aerm  of  Seven  Years  mere ,  on  Hemp  im¬ 
ported  from  America.  The  lame  Bounties  on 
the  like  Quantities  of  Flax  imported  from 
thence,  are,  f>  far  as  that  alfo  is  a  Naval  Store* 
founded  upon  the  fame  Principles  ;  but  confide- 

fing  Flax  as  the  principal  Material  in  the  Manu¬ 
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factory  of  Linen,  the  Encouragement  give* 
to  the  Importation  of  it  will  contribute  to  ano- 
t;.er  gieat  road,  which  I  fhall  prefently  have 
occafion  to  explain  more  fully,  when  the  Duty 
upon  Linen,  with  which  it  is  connected,  will, 
together  with  the  other  Duties  which  k  has 
been  thought  expedient  to  impofe,  be  particu¬ 
larly  confidered. 

_  The  Circumftances  of  the  Times,  the  Necef- 
iities  or  this  Country,  and  the  Abilities  of  the 
Cotonies,  concur  in  requiring  an  American  R.e- 
■cenue-  Great  Britain  drained  to  the  utmoft  of 

knks  under  the  Exertion,  and 
1 3  hardly  recover  by  Reft  alone,  without  the 
f'-id  Remedy :  her  funded  Debt  in  created 
t>y  65,061,960/.  ys.  10 d.  for  the  Expences  of  the 
laft  War,  amounts  now,  the  1, 000,000/.  Civil 
Lul  Deot  being  included,  to  the  enormous  Sum 
of  1 50^586,968/.  41.  of.  upon  which  4,716,68 \l. 
4S-  1  if.  lute  re  ft  is  annually  paid  :  her  unfunded 
Debt  at  the  End  of  the  War  was  no  lefs  than 
9,061,416/,  ii s.  yd.  of  which  2,464,517/.  23J. 
lod.  is  this  Year  paid  off,  and  3,483,553/.  is. 
icd.  is  for  the  prefent  charged  upon  the  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund  *,  but  the  whole  muft  be  oaid,  before 
that  Fund  can  be  applied  to  the  Diminution  of 
the  funded  Debt:  her  Peace  Eftablifliment  is 
at  the  fame  Time  increafed  by  the  Neceffity  of 
keeping  an  Army  in  America ,  of  augmenting 
iler  I  leer,  and  of  providing  (  or  the  many  Expences 
of  her  additional  Dominions.  The  whole  An¬ 
nual  Revenue  that  is  neceffary  to  anfwer  ali  thefe 
Demands,  amounts  to  near  3,000,000/.  and  is 
railed  by  many,  and  fome  ol  them  burthenfome 
faxes,  which  are  impofed,  not  only  upon  the 
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Luxuries  of  the  Rich,  but  which  all  the  Re¬ 
fer  rc  he  s  of  Invention,  and  all  the  Refources  of 
Finance,  could  not  find  Means  to  keep  off  from 
the  Coniumption  of  the  Poor  •,  and  great  Parc 
of  them  are  not  meer  Expedients  for  a  prefent 
Exigency,  but  are  entailed  upon  our  Pofterity 
perhaps  to  diftant  Generations.  The  whole  of 
tins  vail  Revenue  is  railed  in  Great  Britain ,  and 
is  paid  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain ,  ex¬ 
cepting  fuch  Duties  as  are  levied  or  retained  up¬ 
on  Exportation  to  foreign  Countries,  or  to  the 
Colonies,  and  which  after  all  Draw-backs  and 
Bounties  are  allowed,  make  but  a  finall  Propor¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  •,  and  even  thefe,  tho’  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  Coniumption  of  others,  are  ftill  a 
Burthen  upon  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain ;  while 
the  Colonies  in  Norik  America ,  near  two  Mil¬ 
lion  of  Britijh  Subjecis,  an  opulent,  commer¬ 
cial,  thriving  people,  and  who  have  been  en¬ 
abled  by  the  Patronage  of  their  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  co  extend  their  Trade  and  their  Cultivation 
over  that  fertile  Continent,  fupported  by  her 
Wealth,  protected  by  her  Power,  and  blefTed 
with  her  Laws,  contribute  to  the  national  Ex¬ 
pence  by  Taxes  raifed  there,  no  more  than  feven 
or  eight  Hundred  Pounds  per  Ann.  and  the  Co¬ 
lonies  in  the  JVejl -Indies,  where,  tho’  their  Num¬ 
bers  are  Ids,  their  Riches  are  greater,  have  re¬ 
mitted  no  more  than  eleven  or  twelve  Hundred 
Pounds  per  Ann.  to  England:  The  whole  Re¬ 
mittance  from  all  the  Colonies  at  an  Average  of 
thirty  Years  has  not  amounted  to  icjoo/  a  year, 
and  to  make  it  ftill  more  ridiculous,  the  h.fta- 
blifhnient  of  Officers  neceffary  to  colled  this 
igoo/.  amounts  to  7600/.  per  Annum. 
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There  is  no  Occafion  to  accompany  this  Ac* 
count  with  any  Obfervations  *,  only  to  ftate  it* 
is  to  prove  the  Necefiity  of  an  additional  Ameri¬ 
can  Revenue  *,  they  can  certainly  bear  more ; 
they  ought  to  raife  more  :  The  Subjects  and  the 
Mode  of  new  impofitions  are  therefore  the  only 
Confiderations ;  but  to  lay  them  on  Subjects, 
and  iniuch  a  Manner  as  would  not  be  opprefilve 
to  thole  who  were  to  pay  them,  would  not  be 
dangerous,  in  the  delicate  Situation  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  with  relpedl  to  their  Trade,  their  Improve* 
meats,  and  their  Connection  with  the  Mother 
Country,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  apply 
equally  to  all,  in  their  different  Stages  of  Pro* 
grefs  from  Infancy  to  Maturity,  was  a  Mea- 
fure  that  required  the  utmoft  Caution,  Circum- 
fpeclion,  and  Care  :  It  came  under  the  Delibera¬ 
tion  of  Parliament  the  laft  Winter,  and  by  their 
Wifdom  an  Adi  was  paffed  to  be  the  Founda¬ 
tion  of  an  American  Revenue,  which  is  formed 
upon  fuch  Principles,  that  the  Increafe  in  the 
Revenue,  which  may  be  expedled  from  it,  thoa 
very  confiderable,  feems  the  leaft  important 
Objedt  ;  fo  very  judicious,  lb  very  interefting 
are  the  feveral  Provifions  of  this  Adi,  for  the 
Purpofes  of  Commerce  and  Colonization. 

To  encourage  the  Confumption  of  our  own 
Produce  and  our  own  Manufactures,  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  thole  of  other  Countries,  has  been 
at  all  times  an  undifputed  Maxim  of  Po¬ 
licy  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe,  high  Duties  and 
even  Prohibitions  have  been  laid  upon  foreign 
Commodities,  while  Bounties  have  been 
granted  on  our  own.  The  general  i  enden- 
cy  of  the  Adi  now  before  us  is  to  extend  the 

fame 


ie 


(  59  ) 

fame  Principle  to  the  American,  as  is  followed  In 
refpeCt  to  our  home  Trade  and  Confumption 
One  general  Clauk  with  this  v  icw  diminnru-s 
Draw-back  allowed  on  Re-exportation,  and  en-  » 
afts  that  no  Part  of  the  Rate  or  Duty ,  commonly 
tailed  The  Old  Subfidy ,  Jhall  he  repaid  or  drawn 
back ,  for  any  foreign  Goods  of  the  Growth ,  1 1  o- 
duhfion ,  #r  Manufacture  of  Europe,  or  the^  Eau- 
Indies,  which  Jhall  be  exported  from  this .  Krngdom 
to  any  Britifh  Colony ,  H  ines,  white  Callico.  s,  a,. a 
Muffins ,  only  excepted ,  which  are  other  wife  pro¬ 
vided  for.  In  many  Articles  this  will  give  a 
Turn  in  favour  of  Britifh  Produce  and  Manu¬ 
factures  \  in  fome,  it  may  be  an  Inducement  to 
the  Colonies  to  apply  to  the  Cultivation  of  Com¬ 
modities,  they  may  very  well  raife,  but  have 
hitherto  neglected;  but  in  none  can  it  oe  oppiof- 
five  to  retain  all  the  Old  Subfidy,  the  whole  bt 
which  is  a  very  low  Duty,  and  halt  ol  it  is  re¬ 
tained  already ;  thefe  foreign  Commodities  will 
lull  come  much  cheaper  to  the  Americans  than, 
they  do  to  their  fellow  Subjects  here,  who  pay 
on  almoft  all  of  them  fome,  and  on  many  or 
them  very  large  additional  Duties,  and  in  cured 
can  in  general  afford  to  pay  more.  I  he  Revenue 
too  of  theCuftoms  here  will  be  increaied,  from 
the  great  Quantity  of  Goods,  upon  winch  this 
faving  of  the  Draw-back  will  oe  made  ;  and 
tho?  it  would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  the  Detail 
of  the  numberlefs  Articles,  and  the  Various 
Rates  upon  the  feveral  Articles  that  will  be 
feCted  by  it,  without  which  Detail,  no  cxyfl 
Calculation  can  be  made  of  the  Produce  to  be 
expeCted  from  this  Duty  ;  yet  the  general  Com¬ 
putation,  and  which  certainly  is  very  model  ate* 
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that  the  Goods  imported  annually  from  Great 
Britain  into  America ,  amount  in  Value  to  the 
Sum  of  1,400,000/.  and  that  one  Third  of 
thefe  are  foreign  Goods  re-exported  from  hence, 
make  a  very  low  Duty  upon  fo  great  a  Con- 
lumption,  no  contemptible  Objedf ;  but  befides 
thefe,  it  is  commonly  fuppofed  that  foreign 
Goods  to  the  Amount  of  700,000 /.  are  annually 
imuggied  into  the  Colonies,  and  fhould  the  Re¬ 
gulations,  I  fhall  prefently  mention,  to  have 
been  made  for  the  Prevention  of  all  illicit  Trade, 
have  the  Efiedt  that  is  to  be  wilhed,  to  brino’  the 
greater  Part  of  thefe  too  in  the  regular  Chan, 
nel  thio  Gy  eat  Britain ,  in  which  Cafe  thewhole 
Subfidy  would  be  retained  on  them  alfo,  which, 
now  yield  nothing,  then  the  Amount  of  this 
Duty  upon  all,  will  really  be  confiderable. 

Among  the  Goods  that  are  the  Subjedfs  of 
this  Tax  are  the  foreign  Linens,  which  there¬ 
by  become  lefs  merchantable  for  this  Trade,  than 
the  Britijh  j  on  the  other  hand,  a  rival  Manu- 
fadtory  is  apprehended  in  America  itfelf,  and  in- 
hancing  the  Price  of  Linens,  exported  from 
hence,  will,  it  is  faid,  be  a  Means  of  encourage- 
ing  it.  Lor  myfelf,  I  own  I  am  under  no  fuch 
Apprehenfions,  and  the  Faffs  that  are  alledged 
Gt  to  fupport  that  Opinion,  feem  tome  to  prove 
the  contrary.  Great  Quantities  of  Linen  it  is 
true  are  made  there  already  j  but  then  the 
Manufadtory  is  almoft  confined  to  Penfylvania , 
and  there  the  weaving  Part  of  it  is  carried  on 
entirely  by  the  Germans ,  who  tranfport  them- 
felves  thither  in  great  Numbers  every  Year, 
and  carry  their  Myftery  with  them.  For  a  pre- 
fent  Subfiftance  on  their  Arrival,  they  follow 
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the  Bufinefs  they  were  bred  to,  but  as  foon  as 
they  get  enough  to  enable  them  to  fettle  a  Piece 
of  Land,  (which  they  foon  may,  when  they  can 
'earn  Three  Shillings  and  Six  pence  per  diem,) 
they  find  farming  the  more  agreeable  and  more 
advantageous  Employment:  they  turn  to  it 
themfelves,  and  train  their  Children  to  that  on¬ 
ly.  A  Manufa&ory  thus  deferted  by  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  it  ori  the  firft  Opportunity  that 
offers,  and  dependant  upon  fortuitous  Circum- 
iftances  for  Exiftence,  can  never  be  confidered 
as  flouriihing  and  eftablifhed  :  Nor  is  there  any 
ProfpeCt  of  its  being  otherwife;  for  the  Extent 
and  Fertility  of  the  Country  is  fo  vaftly  difpro- 
portionate  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  that 
good  Lands  are  in  mod  of  the  Colonies  an  eafy 
Acquifition,  to  thofe  that  will  clear  them,  and 
where  Eftates  may  thus  be  railed  by  meer  Til¬ 
lage,  all  Temptations  to  Manufactures  are  want¬ 
ing;  Men  who  can  depend  upon  their  Induftry 
alone,  will  not  have  recourfe  to  Arts  for  Sub- 
fiftance  ;  and  a  Father,  who  can  enable  his  Son 
to  provide  forhimfelf,  by  taking  up  a  Piece  of 
uncleared  Land  for  him,  as  loon  as  he  is  of  Age 
to  manage  it,  and  till  then  has  his  Afhftance  in 
cultivating  that,  which  he  himfelf  had  cleared 
in  his  Youth,  will  think  Money  and  Time  both 
thrown  away  in  teaching  him  a  Bufinefs  not  fo 
good  as  his  own,  and  by  which  it  will  appear  to 
him  that  his  Child  is  pre-maturely  taken  out  of 
his  Family.  He  really  can  with  lefs  Expence 
fet  him  up  in  a  Farm  than  in  a  Trade,  and  he 
knows  that  a  Farmer  who  cultivates  improve- 
able  Land  for  his  own  Advantage,  is  in  a  better 
Situation  than  a  Manufacturer :  It  is  juft  the 
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Dfference  between  a  iubftantial  Yeoman,  and  a 
Journeyman  Weaver,  So  long  therefore  as  the 
Americans  can  get  Land  at  an  eafy  Rate,  they 
v/jil  apply  to  the  Cultivation  or  it  in  preference 
to  all  other  Employments  :  and  it  is  the  Glory 
of  the  laft  Peace,  that  it  has  furnifhed  them 
with  Territory  fufficient  to  fubflft  their  People 
in  all  their  Increafe  to  very  diftant  Generations, 
Still  however  it  may  be  faid  all  Manufa&ures 
in  the  Colonies  are  not  carried  on  by  Foreigners 
only  ;  including  even  thofe  that  go  from  thefe 
Kingdoms,  who  fo  far  may  be  confidered  as 
Foreigners  there:  Many  Natives  of  America  it 
may  be  urged  are  amongft  them  ,  and  it  is  true; 
accidental  Circumftances  engage  them,  and  the 
Neceffities  of  the  Country  require  them  ;  for 
there  is  a  certain  Degree  of  Manufacture  atten¬ 
dant  upon  Cultivation,  in  order  to  convert  to 
its  proper  Ufe  the  whole  of  every  Production, 
tome  Parts  of  which  might  othervviie  be  left  a 
worth lefs  Refufe  on  the  Hands  of  the  Planter. 
In  the  Article  of  Flax,  for  Inftance,  which  has 
hitherto  been  raifed  in  America  principally  to 
fupply  the  Demand  of  Flax  Seed  for  fowing, 
and  other  Pnrpofes  here,  the  Stalks  muft  be 
thrown  away,  if  there  is  no  Opportunity  to  ex¬ 
port  or  to  fpin  them.  Hitherto  the  Exporta¬ 
tion  has  not  been  found  to  arifwer  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Farmers  employ  their  Families  in  (pin¬ 
ning,  when  the  Rigour  or  Inclemency  of  the 
Section  confine  them  within  doors  :  This  is  the 
real  Foundation  of  their  Linen  Manufactory-; 

1  hey  have  hitherto  proceeded  no  further  than 
this  has  carried  them  •,  nor  is  it  likely  they  fihould 
foon  make  a  greater  Progrcfs ;  for  even  in  Pen- ' 
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Jfylvania,  where  more  Flax  Is  raifed  and  more 
Weavers  are  fettled,  than  in  any  other  Province, 
common  Labour  is  fo  dear,  that  if  a  Farmer 
cannot  fpin  his  own  Flax  in  his  own  Houfe, 
and  by  his  own  Family,  he  will  not  find  his  Ac¬ 
count  in  putting  it  out  to  be  lpun  :  if  that  Ex¬ 
pence  falls  upon  him,  he  can  fupply  himfelf 
cheaper  with  Linen  from  England :  So  very 
fmall  is  the  Advantage  of  Manufacturing  for 
themfelves,  and  fo  very  confined  is  fuch  a 
Manufactory:  Materials  will  never  be  purpofely 
raifed  to  fupply  it,  it  cannot  bear  the  Expence 
of  all  its  leveral  Branches,  if  thofe  employed 
in  them  are  to  apply  themfelves  to  no  other, 
nor  will  it  ever  produce  fuch  a  Quantity  of 
Merchandize,  as  to  become  an  Article  of  Com¬ 
merce*,  yet  limited  as  it  is  in  its  Nature,  it  will 
probably  rather  diminifh  than  increafe,  now  that 
the  Parliament  has  granted  a  Bounty  as  above- 
mentioned  on  the  Importation  of  Flax  :  The 
American  Planter  will  no  longer  complain  that 
his  Flax  Stalks  mult  be  waited  it  he  does  not 
Manufacture  them  :  but  a  Vent  being  opened 
for  them  into  Great  Britain 9  whither  he  could 
not  afford  to  fend  them  before,  this  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  found  to  be  the  moft  advantageous  Man¬ 
ner  of  difpofing  of  them. 

But  there  are  more  cogent  Reafons  (till  of  a 
public  Confideration  againfc  the  Attempt  to  ex¬ 
tend  fuch  a  Manufactory  ;  for  tho’  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  Kingdoms  and  of  America  are  e- 
qually  Subjects  of  Great  Britain,  yet  they  ferve 
the  State  in  different  Capacities  ;  and  if  to  make 
unwarrantable  Diftindions  between  them  would 
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JeCppreffion  5  on  the  other  hand  topreferve  the 
DiftinCtions  which  the  Difference  of  their  Situati¬ 
ons  has  made,  is  true  policy,  which  has  the 
general  Good  lor  its  Objedt :  Extent  cf  Coun¬ 
try,  Fertility  of  Soil,  Cheapnefs  of  Land,  Vari¬ 
ety  of  Uimate,  and  fcarcity  of  Inhabitants,  na¬ 
turally  lead  the  Americans  to  Cultivation  :  There 
are  hardly  any  Productions  of  the  Earth  which 
tney  cannot  raife;  including  the  Weft  India 
1  Hands  I  believe  there  are  none :  But  putting 
them  out  of  the  Cafe  for  the  prefent,  the  Con¬ 
tinent  alone  can  produce  Provilions  for  Subfift- 
ence.  Commodities  for  Commerce,  and  the  raw 
Materials  for  Manufacturers  to  work  with  in 
much  greater  Variety,  in  Quantities  immeafu- 
rably  larger,  and  on  Terms  by  far  more  eafy 
than  they  could  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain  ;  here 
on  the  contrary,  landed  Property  is  very  valua¬ 
ble,  and  but  a  ifnall  proportion  of  it  fill  re¬ 
mains  improveable  to  any  confiderable  degree 
by  force  01  Cultivation  only  j  fo  that  the  Oc¬ 
cupation  of  Land  is  rather  a  Means  of  veilin''' 
than  of  acquiring  Money.  But  the  Inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain  are  more  than  diffident  for  its 
Cultivation,  and  mud  feek  for  Fortunes,  and 
even  for ^  Subfill ance  in  Trade  and  Manufac- 
tures :  _  They  have  Science,  Experience,  and 
Skill,  iupported  by  Riches  and  Credit  equal  to 
any  undertaking,  while  a  confant  Correfpon- 
dence  and  eafy  Intercourfe  between  themfelves, 
and  a  univerlal  Commerce  to  all  parts  of  the 
Giobe,  enables  them  to  dnpofe  ot  all  they  pre¬ 
pare  for  Merchandize  :  In  every  one  of  thefe 
At  tides  fo  necefary  to  Manufactories,  they  have 
gieatly  the  Advantage  or  the  Americans  j  and 
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the  Bafis  of  all,  manual  labour,  is  cheaper  here 
than  it  is  there,  fo  great  is  their  Demand  to 
clear  the  im men fe  Tracts  which  ftill  lie  wafte, 
and  to  improve  thofe  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  cultivate  but  partially.  The  Ma- 
nufa&ures  therefore  of  Great  Britain  muft  on  all 
thefe  Accounts  be  fuperior  in  Qualify,  and 
lower  in  price  than  thofe  of  America .  And  the 
necefiary  Confequence  from  the  different  Cir¬ 
cumftances  of  the  two  Countries  is,  that  neither 
can  encroach  upon  the  other  in  the  Articles  that 
are  particularly  adapted  to  each,  without  Preju¬ 
dice  to  both  :  Commerce  is  in  many  refpe&s 
common  to  both  *,  but  Lands  are  wanting  in 
the  one  for  Produce,  and  hands  cannot  be  found 
for  Manufactories  in  the  other  :  Should  then  the 
Americans  attempt  to  extend  their  Manufactures 
beyond  the  point,  to  which  the  convenience  of 
the  Planter,  and  the  accidental  Circumftances 
of  Individuals,  will  naturally  carry  them,  fhould 
they  endeavour  to  eftablifh  them  as  Branches  of 
Commerce,  they  would  immediately  raife  the 
price  of  Labour  already  extravagantly  high ; 
they  would  draw  off  their  people  from  their  pro¬ 
per  Employment  in  Agriculture  ;  retard  the 
clearing  of  the  Country  ;  check  all  Improve¬ 
ments  of  Land*  load  its  produce  with  an  addi¬ 
tional  Expence*,  enhance  the  Value  of  all  the 
Neceflaries  of  Lite;  and  their  fucctfs  in  the 
End,  if  they  fhould  fucceed,  would  be  lefs  De¬ 
trimental  to  their  Mother  Country,  than  to 
themfelves.  Succefs  however  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pefted;  The  Difficulties  that  will  arife  from  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Country  and  the  Genius  of 
the  People,  both  naturally  adverle  to  Manu- 
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failures,  are  too  great  for  any  Individuals  to 
ftruggle  with ;  for  it  will  be  no  eafy  Talk  to  per- 
fuade  the  Americans  to  forfake  the  rich  Lands 
that  invite  their  Culture*  and  promife  an  ample 
Recompence  for  the  Labour  bellowed  upon 
them  ;  to  leave  the  ways  their  Fathers  trod,  and 
in  which  themfelves  were  trained  ;  to  drop  a 
Bufinefs  which  they  already  underhand,  in 
which  they  have  had  a  long  Experience,  and  by 
which  all  their  Family  have  thriven;  in  fhort* 
to  change  all  their  Habits  of  thinking,  and  their 
whole  Manner  of  Life  ;  in  order  to  apply  to 
Arts  which  they  do  not  know,  or  know  but  im> 
perfectly,  with  a  great  Lois,  of  Time,  and  at  an 
uncertain  Expence,  in  purfuit  of  precarious 
Gain.  Yet  all  this  muft  be  effected  before  re«» 
gular  extenfive  Mercantile  Manufactories  can 
be  eftablifhed  in  any  confiderable  Numbers  in 
America.:  Thofe  that  fubfift  there  now,  are  of  a 
quite  different  Nature,  arifing  out  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  itfelf,  as  one  of  its  natural  Effedts,  which 
inflead  of  Checkins;,  encourages  its  Prog-refs  : 

•  That  of  Linens  has  no  other  foundation  ;  and 
when  its  Extent  is  fully  examined,  it  will  be 
found  not  to  have  paffed  beyond  the  Bounds, 
y/hich  fuch  a  fource  would  naturally  fupply* 
For  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  manu¬ 
facture  all  they  do  not  Import  from  Great  Bri - 
cain :  Large  Quantities  are  annually  lent  thi¬ 
ther  from  the  Ports  of  Holland  and  other  Coun¬ 
tries  on  the  German  Ocean,  in  Ships  employed 
in  an  illicit  Trade  with  the  Colonies,  Others 
are  fmuggled  in  by  fmaller  Parcels  from  the  Fo¬ 
reign,  particularly  from  the  Dutch  Elands  ;  and 
no  inconfiderable  Quantity  is  conftantly  brought 
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by  the  Germans,  who  go  to  fettle  there  in  gr  e“- 
Numbers  every  Year  •,  many  of  whom  have 

with  them  one,  two,  three,  or  more.  Pieces  of 

Linen,  which  they  find  Means  to  land  cl  an  deb 
tinely,  and  difpofe  or  at  moderate  Prices.  1  nele 
Dedudions  being  made  from  the  Diheicnce  be¬ 
tween  the  Exportation  from  hence,  and  the 
Confumption  in  America ,  the  Remainder,  wmen 
is  all  that  they  manufadure  themielves,  will  be 
found  to  be  much  lefs  than  is  ufually  fuppofed. 

The  Subjed  is  capable  of  a  much  larger  Dh- 
cuffion  than  I  have  Room  for  ;  but  the  Reafom, 
that  have  been  mentioned,  may  perhaps  be  tut- 
ficent,  without  urging  them  any  further,  or 
fupporting  them  with  others  that  might  be  given, 
t0Pfhew  that  all  Attempts  to  eftabhlh  Manu- 
fadures  in  America,  to  an  Extent  that  may  oe 
alarming  to  Great  Britain ,  muft  prove  abortive 
in  the  End-,  at  lead,  the  additional  Duty  upon 
Linens  affords  no  Ground  for  fuch  Apprehend 
fions:  it  is  but  half  a  Subfidy  that  is  impofed, 
which  is  too  inconfiderable  upon  the  wo, ole  to 
make  a  material  Difference:  the  Tax  it  is  true, 
falls  unequally,  as  Linens  of  very  different 
Prices  pay  the  fame  Duty,  being  comprehended 

under  the  general  Denomination  of  Narrow 
Germans ,  This  is  a  Grievance  niat  is  equa  > 
felt  in  Great  Britain,  and  which  I  hope  wul  be 
thought  deferving  of  a  Remedy  :  Could  a  Line 
of  Diitindion  be  drawn  between  the  Imei  and 
coarfer  Linens,  that  are  now  included  within 
the  fame  Defcription,  and  inch  1  fhould  tn,n., 
it  would  not  be  impoffible  for  Perfons  engaged 
in  that  Trade  to  draw,  I  darter  myfelt  mat  it 

would  be  adopted  :  but  in  the  mean  while  >h? 
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Americans  have  no  greater  po  r 

than  the  EngUJh  of  this  nfr  K  af°n  t0  c°mplaj*n 

the  adtual  &/," u  S  •  and  » to 

coeMer  themr'lyef'L  °f !*?>  mud  Bill 

when  they  reflect  that  upon  ther)  £PPre/red> 
Linens,  thofe  on  which  the  n  °f  thefe 

thenfome,  the  old  S.hfi  t  D\  7  ls  m°ft  bur- 

»«**.  and  Ni,l  pe^e  ”  T?  Tk™ 

upon  a  Hu„dret|  and  Twenty  J.!k  "  1Falrthmi!’ 
f‘iat  they  are  now  tc.  iM„  %  lIZ’  vvilch  is  all 
paid  before  ;  while  the^f  d  ,h?°f  which  they 
the  EngUJh  for  their  Con fo  *  ImPofts  Paid  by 

Quantity  of  th  W°  r^011  UP°»  defame 

?T  P™"?>  OneDSh  C  a™n?  ^uc 
1  hree  Farthing  wi,ich  ■  to’  anJ  Four-pence, 

tl0n  of  Burthen,  than  t hi  ¥l^r  DifPtopor- 

ard  Circumftancesre quire  dl&rem  Sitl!ations 

should  there,  however  '  {■,» 

unreafonable,  forafh  as  on' .America™  Pa 
gage  in  the  F.ftablifoment  of'?  AcCOl’nC  t0  en' 
tQncs  there,  and  fllnn  r  ^Incn  Manufac- 

tween  the  Intererts  ofcvh/fo-//3  Con^arifr>'  be- 
mes,  affefttofupnorr^,  Bntam™&  its  Colo- 
the  other’;  thev  c™  ft’ iV  °nc’  t0  Cie  pLjudice  of 
no  further  £  '  fc'P thnr 

1  do  not  mean  ««  «lW  : 

Taws  to  which  no  £  fL™5 5  A 

jv<flion,  would  effertnsfi  i  an  Ob- 

fonts.  It  has  bee  £  tl,.»lrta  '  'heir  Endea- 
Circumftance  which  .f  L  ’C"1'  that  the  only 

ff^Uno n"d£"f 

whcn  imP°rted  from  her, 'cl  is  h  them 

not  pay  tor  the  SoinninT  tf.becaufc  he  does 

under  the  Duty  of  hW  rl  ^  \  l1'!3 ,  Was  die  Cafe 

it  lot  the  Sake  °  1  S”bfidr  ;  Shoul^ 

■tpuitacnt  be  fuppofed,  (tho* 
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I  cannot  believe,)  that  the  additional  halt  Sub¬ 
sidy  will  turn  the  Scale,  and  enable  any  rerfon 
there,  tho’  he  were  to  pay  lor  the  Spinning  or 
the  Flax,  to  make  Linen  cheaper  than  it  can 
be  bought;  which  is  the  mod  that  can  be  ap¬ 
prehended  •,  it  will  always  be  in  the  bower  of 
Great  Britain  to  reinftate  Things  where  they 
were,  and  if  the  additional  Duty  has  caufed  an 
Alteration,  the  taking  off  that  Duty  muft  necef- 
farily  reftore  the  imported  Linens  to  their  lor- 
mer  Price, which  is  lower  than  /^w^nV^Manufac- 
turers  can  afford  them  tor  *,  while  on  the  other 
Hand,  a  Bounty  upon  American  Flax,  imported 
into  Great  Britain ,  will  give  the  hritijh  Manufac¬ 
turer  a  {till  further  Advantage  over  the  American , 
and  enable  him  even  to  purchafe  his  Mate: ials 
cheaper.  Thus  by  eafing  the  Colonies  of  a  I  a>: 
on  their  Confumption,  and  by  gi  ving  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  their  Produce,  both  which  the  Mother 
Country  ought  upon  all  Occafions  to  do,  as  iar 
as  the  Exigencies  of  State  will  allow,  Great 
Britain  has  it  in  her  Power  to  disappoint  any 
Eftablifhments  of  this  Kind  that  are  contrary 
to  the  general  Good  *,  and  however  Individuals 
may  be° affedted,  the  general  Afiemblies  in  their 
refoedtive  Provinces  will  never  upon  mature  De¬ 
liberation  fupport  the  Profecution  of  Dcfigns, 
which  have  a  dire<5t  Tendency  to  hurt  the  Manu¬ 
factories  of  the  Mother  Country,  to  check  Cul¬ 
tivation  in  the  Colonies,  and  to  lefien  the  Navi¬ 
gation  of  both. 

°  The  whole  Obie&ion,  however,  again  ft  the 
additional  Duty  on  Linens,  applies  to  the 
coarfer  Kinds,  upon  which  alone  a  Burthen  in 
itfelf  lo  inconfiderable,  can  be  felt  at  all:  On 

K  2  th« 


finer  Kinds,  even  nfi  th,* 
is  not  pretended  t-Ka*-  •  •  naJWvv  Germans^ 
left  will  there  be  any  R ‘S  100  ^ s  much 
creafe  of  Doty  „2,  t  ”,  '?  Cavil  «  «  In- 

<ho-  JnrXabf  tttri  and  °T 

other  Itinen«;  kp,w  •  >r  t>rTeater  than  on  the 

Sublidy,  thre’e  SwS^'2?  gj**  *f  <* 
buuboXTf^hafuf ^iU  ftill'pay 

fumen*  in  this  C!un  rv  °  be  paid  b?  the  C™~ 
and  Lawns  were  allowed  rn" h"**1  Catnbrkks 
Principles  upon  whtl  t,  *f  WOm  5  and  ^ 

bited  here  diSr^T  have  been  P™hi- 

Confumption  of  the/e  Comm11' H™  °n  the 

"'ft  /*h  in  e,4at  Wd  by  £eimD0C.C0l0f 

^  Dut>-  «*»  *«*  i£sysa£ 

''WWhSS?  apply  [°  ,he  Prohi- 

the  painted  Calhcws  •*  ]"  Silks  «"1 

ot'der  to  oblige  the  Comn?^  **  prohlblted  in 

raw,  and  th/’Ca  1 ! K  ^  7  ,mporc  the  Silk 
failures  The  Ind-d*  W  ^  Purourown  Manu- 
them  is  not  t^k en  f  f  tnCC  h<Tver  of  faring 
the  Asft  of  the  iS  <;  ?  m  the  Colonies>  but 
DifcoJra'e^ent  Qf  fnS  iay‘  themu"d«-  the 
Pound  W  *  i  '  a  PUty  °r  1  wo  Shiilinaa 

Two  Sh  UiS8L°Vhe  "r°Ught  SNks’  a"‘<  «f 
painted  C a  J?L m,Lf'1‘;P™ee  per  Piece  cn  the 

Rife  „p„„  he“;.  ^  »  c“r>*,able 

„SoMnr;  fe  feP?  W°re> 

Three  pe5el  Pil  g,h‘ ,he  fmm"-  «"<* 

,  *  riece  on  the  latter*  hm 

;T  yet  exceeds  a  Third  of  t)-,P  r»*  bUt  ,  c  hard- 
Purged  upon  them,  while  their  CMlL“‘prk£ 
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*,vas  permitted  in  this  Country!  Six  Shillings 
per  Pound  on  the  Eaji  India  wrought  Silks,  and 
Three  Shillings  and  Six-pence  Per  ^'ece  on  c*ie 
painted  Callicoes,  together  with  Fifteen  per  Cent. 

'on  the  grofs  Price  of  the  latter,  did  not  check 
that  Confumption  fo  much  as  the  Interefts  of 
our  own  Manufacturers  required,  and  made  a 
Prohibition  neceffary  :  for  luch  is  the  Delicacy 
and  the  Beauty  of  thefe  Commodities,  that  I  er 
fons  who  pique  themfelves  on  Elegance,  and  can. 
afford  to  gratify  their  i  afte,  will  not  be  detered 
from  the  Indulgence,  by  a  much  heavier  Duty  than 
is  now  levied  on  die  American  Confumption.  This 
Confideration  lolves  the  Doubt  that  has  been  fur*" 
mifed,  of  the  Operation  luch  a  Tax  may  have 
on  the  Demand  of  the  Foreign,  particuiaily  the 
•  Spanijh  Colonies,  for  Eaji  India  Manufactures  : 

I  believe  it  will  have  none,  or  at  lead  no  con- 
fiderable  EffeCt :  for  there  is  not  a  People  upon 
the  Globe,  to  whofe  Ufe,  to  whole  Manners, 
and  whofe  Difpofitions,  thefe  Commodities  are 
more  particularly  adapted  :  No  other  refemblc 
them  fo  much,  as  to  be  eafily  fubftituted  in 
their  Room  •,  and  the  advanced  Price  will  no., 
raife  them  to  a  Value  too  extravagant  for  fuch 
Purchafcrs  •,  but  fliould  it  be  faid  that  the  Dutch 
will  now  be  able  to  furnifh  them  at  a  cheaper 
Pate;  the  Anfwer  is,  that  the  Piece  Goods  of 
India,  have  been  long  imported  by  our  Com¬ 
pany  in  larger  Ouantities  than  by  any  <*ther  . 
that  the  Conceffions  made  by  France  in  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace,  with  refpeCt  to  the  F.afl  India 
Trade  and  Settlements,  will  in  this  Branch  par¬ 
ticularly  give  us  ftill  greater  Advantages  ;  and 
that  the  Dutch  therefore  mult  as  they  actually  do 
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'  ProvWetlKmrelves  with  the  treater  Part  of  * 

?“PF  y  “  E*i>Ma  SiV,  LWn  nil  !rr 

they  buy  there  th„„  ‘  '  uPon  ah  that 

Freight  from  V  7*7  a  Commihion  and  a 

"-t  .Afste 

or  a  Part  of  it  over  JfJ  Impofition 

PouS  o7'f  a  DltcTTIot 

wari* 

SS.S1  7  ‘he  Co"f""«"  of  "he  few  CoS! 

.lndn^aaUrC  f  Prmting  Callicoes  has  fiomi/hed 
and  we  may  therefore  reafonably  expert  that  V 
wdi  not  be  opprefled  by  a  BufthcTcomnL 
.ivay  f,,  hght  upon  printed  Callicoes  confutned 

the  addition  d  *  c/PeciaI,y  whe«  vveconfider  that 
iarture  is  n,  !  1  7  ?quire  b*  the  ^anu- 

beino  conPrn  1  Xk  \th°fe  printed  in  England 

n  he  n  r ■  Cl  'J 7  White  Callicoes  with- 

tha  re)  m  iPri°n  7  A£ts  of  Parliament 
h  v/r  ?Ch,em:  and  otber  Linens  which 

ivVch8m-C  t,HOi  thC  fame  Manufacture,  and 
‘  “lC  110w  become  of  fuch  general  Ufe, 
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both  for  Apparel  and  Furniture,  are  free  frooi 
the  Duty  on  Callicoes. 

The  Diftindtion  made  in  this  A  &  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  between  the  French  Lawns  and  Cambricks* 
the  Eajl  India  Callicoes  and  Mullins  vvhicip  are 
all  high-priced,  and  other  Kinds  of  Liner* 
which  are  in  general  of  a  lower  Value,  wfil 
1  hope  juftify  me  in  faying,  that  if  a  Line  could 
be  drawn  between  the  finer  and  the  coarfer  Xu- 
nens,  which  now  pafs  indifcriminately  under  the 
Denomination  of  Narrow  Germans ,  it  would 
probably  be  adopted  :  if  it  were,  the  Duty  up¬ 
on  all  Kinds  of  Linens  would  then  be  through¬ 
out  compieatly  agreeable  to  the  equitable 
Maxim  of  laying  Taxes  in  different  Propor¬ 
tions,  on  the  Confumption  of  the  Rich,  and 
on  that  of  the  Poor:  that  while  the  Indulgent 
cies  and  Refinements  of  the  one  are  converted 
into  beneficial  Branches  of  the  Public  Revenue, 
theothermay  with  more  Chearfulnels  contribute 
out  of  their  Pittance  the  Mite  they  owe,  to  the 
Service  of  the  State  they  belong  to.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  IVeJi  Indies ,  whole  Opulence, 
whofe  Luxury,  and  I  might  lay,  whole  Situa¬ 
tion  leads  them  into  more  Extravagance  in  fuch 
Articles,  than  prevails  among  the  Inhabitants  ot 
the  Continent,  will  therefore  be  more  ienfibly 
affefted  by  thefe  Duties,  in  which  the  Value  is 
to  a  certain  Degree  made  the  Meafure  of  the 
Duties  ;  but  it  is  right  that  throughout  all  the 
Brftijh  Dominions,  the  Neceffaries  of  Life 
fhould  be  lels  burthened  than  the  Superfluities* 
and  that  all  his  Majeity’s  Subjects,  wherefoever 
difperfed,  fhould  contribute  to  the  publick  Re¬ 
venue, 
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"  t0  ^  Abi"“' 

A  Duty  upon  Wine  comes  within  the  ft  me 
Defcrjption  0f  a  Tax  upon  Luxury,  but  the 

PaeHftme0?S  mfe  rmmg  the  la(l  Seffi°ns  of 
Parliament,  with  refpecl  to  the  fevera!  Sorts  of 

jXj-ne  for  the  Confumption  of  America ,  are  io 

different,  and  founded  upon  fuch  peculiar  Cir- 

_uftances,  that  it  is  difficult  to  lay  whether  in  the 

ftidorrA11115^  tImt  3n  lotion  has  been 

laid  or  taken  off  from  that  Commodity.  The 

Vine  that  has  been  hitherto  exported  from 
hence  to  the  Colonies,  has  been  allowed  no 
her  Draw-back  than  on  any  other  Exporta¬ 
tion.  But  the  Colonies  have  always  been  per¬ 
muted  to  import  Wine  from  the  Madeira} and 
the  Azores  without  bringing  it  thro’  Great 
hritain  ;  the  natural  Confequence  of  the  Saving 
thereby  made,  both  of  Freight  and  of  Duty” 
has  been  a  Prererence  of  thele  to  all  others,  lo 
tnat  theie  are  become  almolt  their  only  Cun- 
lumption.  The  Inhabitants  of  Madeira  have  on 
this  Account  long  had  a  kind  of  Monopoly  of 
me  Wine  Trade  to  our  Colonies,  and  have  taken 

c  f-cvantages  which  Monopolies  ufually  take 
Of  advancing  the  Price  and  lowering  the  Quaff 
ty  ;  as  the  Demand  increafes  with  the  Popula- 
non  or  the  Colonies,  the  Oppreffion  muft  be  the 

f ‘!Later’  afd  u  already  fuch  as  to  make  it  ne- 
teffary  to  bring  the  Madeira  Wines  nearer  to  a 
Level  with  others  :  with  this  View  a  larger  Draw¬ 
back  tnan  formerly  is  allowed  on  all  but  French 
Wines,  exported  from  hence  to  the  Wcfl  Indies 
and  America  ;  for  inftead  of  Eleven  Pounds, 
Tnirceen  Snjllings  and  Six-pence/tr  Ton  Duty 
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which  u fed  to  remain,  but  Three  Pounds,  Ten 
Shillings  is  from  henceforth  to  be  retained  here. 
Ten  Shillings  is  impofed  in  the  Colonies  to  make 
the  relpedive  Cuflom-houfe  Accounts,  Checks 
upon  each  other.  But  while  the  Duty  is  lowered 
on  thefe,  a  new  one  of  Seven  Pounds  p:r  Ton 
is  impofed  on  thofe  of  the  Aladeiras,  and  other 
Places  from  whence  Wines  may  be  lawfully 
imported  into  the  Colonies.  As  a  Luxury,  they 
ought  in  juftice,  and  as  a  Monopoly,  they 
ought  in  Policy  to  be  taxed  ;  but  fhould  the 
Effed  of  thefe  Regulations  be  fuch  as  may  rea- 
ionably  be  expeded,  the  Price  of  Wines  in 
general  will  rather  be  lowered  than  advanced  by 
the  Duty  upon  one  Species  of  them  only.  Such  as 
are  carried  from  hence  will  certainly  be  cheaper 
by  Seven  Pounds,  Thirteen  Shillings  and  Six¬ 
pence  per  Ton,  than  they  ufed  to  be^ ;  they  will 
for  the  moft  Part  too  be  cheaper  than  thofe  of 
the  Madeiras ,  their  original  Price,  and  the  Du¬ 
ty  upon  them  being  fo  much  lefs,  as  to  over- 
ballance  the  Difference  of  Freight.  'J'he  De¬ 
mand  and  confequently  the  Price  of  the  latter 
will  thereby  be  lelfened  :  they  will  be  no  longer 
a  Monopoly,  becaufe  no  longer  a  Neceflary,  and 
v/ill  therefore  be  cheaper  than  they  are  now 
and  this  Tax  upon  a  Luxury  of  foreign  Growth^ 
co-operating  with  the  Encouragement  given  to 
Exportation  from  hence,  will  have  the  itill  fur¬ 
ther  beneficial  Elfeds  of  improving  at  the  fame 
time  Navigation  and  Revenue. 

Luxuries  even  ot  our  own  Growth  do  not 
efcape  Taxation  ;  Coffee,  the  Produce  of  the 
Britijh  Plantations, 

lings  the  Hundred 


is  charged  with  Seven  Shii- 
Weight,  and  Pimento  w.td 
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an  Half-penny  per  Pound.  The  Doties  indeed 
are  light,  for  it  is  not  meant  to  prejudice  the 
Conlumption.  of  Commodities,  of  which  we 
muft  wifli  to  encourage  the  Cultivation;  but 
only  that  thofe  who  can  afford  to  indulge  in  fuch 
Delicacies,  fhould  contribute  fomething  to  the 
pubiick  Wants,  and  eafe  from  heavier  Burthens 
the  Ncceffaries  of  the  Poor:  if  the  Tax  went 
further,  it  would  be  pernicious,  in  loading  too 
much  the  valuable  Produce  of  lorne  of  our 
Colonies.  The  Intention  of  the  Legislature  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  on  the  contrary,  to  encourage 
the  railing  of  Coffee  in  our  Weft  India  Iflands, 
by  giving  it  an  Advantage  over  that  produced 
in  foreign  Plantations,  upon  every  Hundred 
Weight  of  which  a  Duty  of  7  wo  Pounds  Nine¬ 
teen  Shillings  and  Nine-pence  is  by  the  lame  Aft 
impofed.  So  great  a  Difference  of  Duty  upon 
a  Hundred  Weight,  the  prime  Coft  of  which 
will  not  exceed  Three  Pounds,  muff  give  a  Pre¬ 
ference  to  our  own  Produce,  which  is  particu¬ 
larly  recommended  to  Public  Encouragement, 
by  the  Circumftances  of  being  railed  with  lefs 
Expence  than  Sugar,  and  therefore  within  the 
Reach  of  the  flrft  Settlers  in  the  ceded  Iflands. 

The  fame  Reafon  holds,  and  perhaps  more 
ftrongly,  with  refpeft  to  Indigo,  which,  ii  im¬ 
ported  from  foreign  Plantations  into  any  of  our 
Colonies,  is  by  the  Aft  fo  frequently  referedto, 
charged  with  a  Duty  of  Six-pence  per  Pound, 
while  our  own  Produce  paffes  tree.  Indigo  is  a 
Commodity,  which  particularly  attrafts  our 
Notice  at  this  Junfture ;  great  Quantities  ci  it 
ufed  to  be  railed  in  our  Weft  India  Iflanas,  but 

for  many  Years  very  little  has  been  produced;  and 

we 
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we  have  been  in  a  great  Meafure  fupplied  by  the 
French.  The  Reafon  of  this  has  not  been,  (as 
is  commonly  fuppofed,)  the  high  Duties  that 
were  laid  upon  it,  but  the  clearing  of  the 
Country,  for  Indigo  is  a  Plant  that  requires 
Moifture,  which  nothing  can  fecure  in  thofe 
torrid  Climates,  but  the  Proximity  ot  Mounr 
tains  to  break  the  Clouds  in  their  P adage,  or  cf 
Woods  from  whence  Vapours  are  continually 
exhaled,  to  refrefh  the  Neighbourhood  with 
Showers  :  as  the  Woods  have  been  cut  away, 
this  Refource  has  gradually  failed,  and  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  Indigo,  which  depended  upon  it,  has 
declined  in  Proportion.  The  Weft  Indians  regret 
but  little  the  Lofs  of  a  Commodity,  which  has 
made  way  for  a  greater  Cultivation  of  their  fa¬ 
vourite  Produce,  Sugar ;  but  the  Nation  muft 
fenfibly  feel  the  Inconvenience  of  being  fur- 
nilhed  from  other  Countries,  with  l'o  valuable 
an  Article  of  Commerce,  and  fo  necefiary  a 
Material  of  Manufacture. 

This  Confideration  has  induced  fome  Planters 
in  South  Carolina  to  attempt  to  raile  it  there,  and 
they  have  already  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  prove, 
that  the  $oil  and  the  Climate  agree  with  the 
Plant,  and  that  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
Art  of  extrading  the  juice,  fo  as  to  equal  the 
fined  in  Quality.  The  great  Lodes  they  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Captures  ot  their  Ships,  have  a 
little  retarded  their  Progrefs :  .  but  now  that 
Peace  is  redored,  there  is  realon  to  exped  that 
this  Cultivation  will  flourifh,  and  even  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  Georgia  and  the  two  Flcridas,.  which 
are  rather  better  adapted  to  it  than  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  To  make  the  Indigo  they  dull  raile 
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cheaper  than  any  that  can  be  imported  from  the 
French  I  (lands  into  America ,  will  faciliate  the 
Attempt  to  recover  this  Commodity,  and  be 
very  ferviceable  to  thofe  Colonies  : ’the  ceded 
Inlands  too  will  have  their  fhare  of  the  Benefit, 
as  the  Certainty  of  Moifture  from  the  Woodinefs 
of  the  Country,  and  the  Cheapnefs  of  the  Cul¬ 
ture,  will  render  this  a  very  proper  and  a  very 
confiderable  Article  of  Produce  to  thofe  who 
may  purchafe  or  fettle  there. 

Another,  and  that  a  molt  important  Branchy 
both  of  Commerce  and  of  Revenue,  I  mean 
the  Produce  of  the  Sugar  Cane,  in  its  feveral 
States  of  Melaffes,  Rum  and  Sugar,  has  been 
under  the  Confederation  of  Parliament,  during 
the  laft  Winter  ;  and  the  Degree  of  Reftraint 
put  upon  the  French  Trade  in  this  Article,  is 
proportioned  to  the  Stage  of  Manufacture,  in 
which  the  Commodity  may  be  at  the  Time  of 
Importation:  Rum  is  Melaffes  manufactured: 
The  French  were  unacquainted  with  the  Art,  or 
at  leaft,  did  not  give  into  the  Practice  of 
making  Rum,  till  taught  and  led  to  it  by  our 
People,  while  we  were  in  Peffeffion  of  their 
Hands  :  At  that  Time  fome  Diftilleries  were 
fet  up  for  this  Purpofe,  which  are  laid  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  fince  the  Peace  ;  but  they  can  never  be 
of  any  confequence,  if  we  do  not  help  the  Per- 
fons  concerned  in  them  to  difpofe  of  what  they 
produce.  France  will  nor  permit  her  Colonies 
to  eftablifh  a  Manufacture  that  fhall  interfere 
with  any  Branch  of  her  own,  and  will  therefore 
prevent  the  making  of  Rum,  fo  far  as  it  affedts 
the  Confumption  of  her  Brandy.  There  can 
for  this  Reaibn  be  very  little  Vent  for  it,  unlefs 
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by  Exportation  to  our  Colonies  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  :  but  hitherto  thofe  very  Colonies  have 
had  the  manufacturing  of  the  French  Melafles; 
and  to  permit  them  now  to  be  brought  in  any 
other  Shape  than  as  a  raw  Material,  would  be 
very  detrimental  to  the  North  America  Diftillery  : 
A  ftridt  Prohibition  is  therefore  laid  on  all  Rum 
or  Spirits  of  the  Produce  or  Manufacture  of  any  of 
the  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America  not  in  the 
Pcffeffion  or  under  the  Dominion  of  his  Majefty ,  his 
heirs  or  Succejfors ,  in  order  to  force  the  French  to 
fupply  the  Demands  of  our  Colonies  for  their 
Melafles,  tho’  they  can  make  it  into  Rum  them- 
felves,  and  tho’  the  Trade  fhould  undergo  fome 
Alteration  by  new  Duties  and  new  Regulations. 

That  Trade  was  indeed  in  a  Situation  that  re¬ 
quired  fome  Alteration.  By  6  Geo.  II.  c.  13. 
a  Duty  of  Six-pence  per  Gallon  was  laid  upon 
all  foreign  Melafles  ;  but  fuch  has  been  the 
Difregard  of  all  Revenue  Laws  in  America ,  that 
this  has  produced  hardly  any  Thing,  tho’  the 
Commodity  has  been  imported  all  the  time  in 
great  Quantities.  Inftead  of  paying  the  Duty, 
a  regular  Courfe  has  been  fallen  into  of  im¬ 
porting  it  free  of  any  ;  and  the  Expence  of  fuch 
Smuggling  has  been  brought  to  a  Certainty  of 
about  Three  Half-pence  a  Gallon  ;  which  was  a 
Charge  upon  the  ra w  Materials  before  it  came  to 
the  Manufacturer,  amounting  to  one  Fourth  of 
the  Duty,  and  deilrutive  ot  the  whole  :  under 
this  Charge  the  Diftilleries  of  North  America 
have  flouriflhed  to  a  furprizing  Degree;  and 
furely  ic  is  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Burthen  now 
upon  the  Merchandize,  fhould  yield  a  Revenue 
lo  the  Publick  inftead  of  a  Profit  to  Smug- 

glers. 
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glers,  or  which  is  worfe,  to  Officers  of  the 
Crown  conniving  at  Smugglers  :  but  it  has  been 
faid  that  the  exceffive  high  Duty,  impoled  by* 
the  6  Geo .  II.  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Smuggling, 
and  that  nothing  will  put  a  Stop  to  it  but  re¬ 
ducing  the  Tax,  The  Fadt  is  probable ;  the 
Legiflature  feem  to  have  thought  that  the  Load 
was  heavier  than  the  Trade  could  bear and 
have  therefore  reduced  it  from  Six-pence  to 
Three-pence^r  Gallon  :  this  flill  is  reprefen  ted 
by  fome  as  too  high  ;  and  indeed  whatever  Rate 
is  fixed,  will  in  all  Probability  be  cenfured  by 
ihofe  whom  it  affe&s  ;  but  fo  far  is  certain,  that 
a  Duty  may  always  exceed  the  Expence  of  Smugt 
gling  ;  for  no  Man  will  expofe  his  Chara&er  to 
Reflection,*  and  his  Property  to  Hazards,  with* 
out  the  Temptation  of  Advantages  over  the 
fair  Trader.  And  as  Three  Half-pence  per 
Gallon  was  the  Expence  of  Smuggling,  while 
a  general  Relaxation  of  the  Laws  again  it  it  pre^ 
vailed  over  all  that  Continent,  now  that  thefe 
Laws  are  ruoroufly  put  into  Execution,  that 
Charge  will  be  higher  in  Proportion  to  the  ad¬ 
ditional  Rifque  of  Seizures  ;  and  at  the  lame 
time  the  Temptation  is  lefs  by  the  Difference 
between  Three  pence  and  Six-pence.  1  hefe  Rea- 
fons  concur  to  prove  that  a  Duty  confiderably 
higher  than  Three  Half-pence  per  Gallon  may 
be  impoled  upon  Melaffes,  without  being,  by  its 
Excels,  an  Inducement  to  Smuggling.  The 
next  Queftion  is,  what  the  Trade  can  bear  with¬ 
out  being  oppreffed  by  it  :  It  certainly  can  bear 
more  now  it  is  eftablifhed,  than  it  could  in  its 
Beginnings  i  it  has  thriven,  it  has  increafed,  it 
continues  te  increafe,  under  a  Charge  of  1  hree 
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Half-pence  per  Gallon;  and  as  Experience  lias 
fhewn  that  it  can  fupport  fuch  a  Burthen,  with 
Eafe,  the  Prefumption  is  from  thence  alone 
very  ftrong,  that  it  is  equal  to  a  greater  without 
Inconvenience.  The  additional  Charge  upon  th 
Commodity,  by  the  Duty  of  Three-pence,  is 
but  Three  Half-pence,  fo  much  only  being  the 
Difference  between  the  former  and  the  prefent 
Price  of  Importation:  and  as  a  Gallon  of  Mela  fifes 
produces  a  Gallon  of  Rum,  an  Addition  of  Three 
Halfpence  does  not  appear  to  us  a  fevere  Tax: 
upon  a  Gallon  of  Rum.  The  cheapeft  Spirits  that 
are  drawn  in  Eng/and,  pay  a  Duty  of  One  Shil¬ 
ling  and  Five-pence  Half-penny  per  Gallon  to 
the  Pub  lick  ;  and  to  expert  that  our  fellow  Sub¬ 
jects  fhould  contribute  Three-pence  per  Gallon 
for  their  Confumption  of  the  fame' Commodity, 
is  furely  not  very  unreafonable  ;  fo  much  there¬ 
fore  of  the  Produce  of  their  Diftilieries  as  is  ne~ 
ceffarv  for  fupplying  the  Colonies  themfelves,  is 
certainly  not  taxed  beyond  what  it  ought  to  be. 
But  it  is  alledged  that  the  Fifhery,  the  Guineay 
and  the  Indian  Trade  Cannot  fupport  the  confe- 
quential  Rife  upon  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  that 
both  the  Diftilieries  and  thefe  Branches  of  Com¬ 
merce  will  fink  under  the  Burthen  together. 
The  Demand  for  the  Fifheries  is  not  to  furnifh 
the  American  Ships  only,  but  to  fupplv  thole  al- 
fo  that  are  fent  for  the  Purpofes  of  fi filing  from 
Great  Britain ,  and  do  not  carry  out  with  them 
fufficient  Store  of  Spirituous  Liquors.  What¬ 
ever  Quantity  the  latter  take  from  the  American 
is  a  Lofs  to  the  Briiijk  Diftilieries  ;  and  if  the 
Effedt  of  this  Duty  fhould  be  to  diminifli  that 
Quantity,  I  cannot  fee  any  great  national  Mif- 

chief 


..  */V:  ui 


JK  fU, I’YfJ' 

JsvV* 


-Avv  '/J.  'ji ■ 

c  (  / 


1  .  /t'lsi,  - 


C 


g-> 


chief  that  would  attend  it,  becaufe  I  cannot  ad¬ 
mit  that  any  Manufactures  (hould  be  encouraged 
in  the  Colonies,  to  the  Prejudice  of  thofe  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Mother  Country.  As  to  the  Rum 
ufed  on  board  the  American  Ships,  that  is  a 
Kind  of  home  Confumption ;  the  Duty  is  but 
an  inconfiderable  Addition  to  the  whole  Expence 
of  the  Trade,  and  is  certainly  not  too  much  for 
it  to  bear,  as  the  fame  Trade  carried  on  by 
Ships  from  hence,  which  take  inefficient  Store 
here,  does  in  this  Article  actually  bear  a  greater; 
furely  the  Americans  have  Advantages,  enough 
by  their  Situation  with  refpeCt  to  the  Fifheries, 
not  to  make  it  neceffary  to  give  their  Manu¬ 
factures  the  Preference  to  our  own,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  fiffi  on  Terms  (till  fo  much  bet¬ 
ter.  As  to  the  Trade  upon  the  Coaft  of  Guinea , 
that  is  no  longer  a  Matter  of  Speculation  :  the 
Experiment  has  been  made  already  of  advanc¬ 
ing  the  Price  of  American  Rum  there,  and  has 
fucceeded.  Their  Rum  ufed  to  be  cheaper  tho* 
but  a  little  cheaper  than  the  Britijh  Spirits  on 
the  Coaft,  but  was  always  greatly  prefered  by 
the  Natives,  not  on  Account  of  the  Difference 
of  Price,  but  of  its  more  fiery  Quality,  which 
made  it  more  acceptable  to  the  Negroes.  The 
Britijh  Spirits  are  fold  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea  at 
about  One  Shilling  and  Two-pence  Half-penny 
per  Gallon  ;  the  American  ufed  to  be  fold  at 
about  One  Shilling  and  Two-pence  :  but  on  the 
Alarm,  .occafioned  laft  Year  by  the  Eftabliffi- 
ment  of  Cutters,  to  enforce  the  Collection  of 
the  Six-penny  Duty,  which  then  fubfifted,  the 
American  Merchants  fuddenly  raifed  their  Price 
from  One  Shilling  and  Two-pence  to  One  Shil- 
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ling  and  Six-pence  per  Gallon,  and  yet  prefqrved 
the  Preference  given  by  the  Negroes  to  their 
Spirits,  The  Rife  was  made  on  the  Prefump- 
tion  that  the  Six- penny  Duty  would  be  levied  s 
at  that  Time  the  Reduction  to  T  hree-pence  was 
not  forefeen,  for  they  never  would  have  required 
Four-pence  of  the  Confumers  to  enable  them 
to  defray  an  additional  Expence  of  Three  Half¬ 
pence  only  upon  the  Commodity  :  they  may 
now  lower  it  again;  and  fixing  the  Price  of 
their  Rum  on  the  Co zil  of  Guinea  at  Two  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Three-pence  Half-penny  per  Gallon-, 
the  Profits  of  the  Merchant  will  be  the  fame 
as  when  he  fold  for  Two  Shillings  and  Two 
pence ;  and  he  may  depend  on  the  Preference  being 
given  to  the  American  Spirits,  fince  it  was  given 
when  tney  were  at  i  wo  Shillings  and  Six-pence 
and  the  Britijh  at  I  wo  Shillings  and  Two-pencc 
Half-penny  per  Gallon.  As  to  the  Indian  Trade 
the  Americans  have  it  much  more  to  themfelves  ^ 
there  they  have  no  Competitors  to  apprehend  9 
and  the  poor  Savages  are  not,  I  doubt,  ufed  to 
luch  nice  Calculations  in  their  Tran  fadt  ions  with 
us,  as  to  be  very  fenfible  to  a  Difference  of 
Three  Half-pence  on  a  Gallon  of  Rum.  I  wifh 
they  had  always  been  dealt  with  as  fairly  as  a 
Rife  upon  the  Commodity  will  be  on  the  pre^ 
ient  Occafion  -3  and  I  fhould  rejoice  could  I  be 
lure,  that  they  will  never  have  better  Grounds 
to  complain  ot  their  Traffic  with  the  Engliffu 
Dpon  examining  therefore  the  feveral  Places  of 
Vent  for  the  Spirituous  Liquors  made  in  America % 
there  cioes  not  feem  muen  Reafon  to  fear  any 
great  Detriment  to  the  Diftilleries  there  from  this 
Duty.  Something  more  than  mere  Apprehen- 
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fions  and  general  AfTertions  are  neceflary  to 
condemn  a  Tax  which  appears  io  proper  on  fa 
many  Accounts ;  and,  unlefs  Experience  fhou.ld 
prove  that  it  is  attended  with  bad  Confequences, 
or  ft  ranger  Objections  can  be  made  to  it  than 
have  come  to  my  Knowledge,  I  cannot  join  in 
foreboding  Evils  that  I  do  not  forefee  *,  and 
which,  at  the  wordy  amount  to  no  more  than 
that  the  Colonies  will  not  be  able  to  manufacture 
a  Material  which  they  purchafe  ol  the  trench, 
upon  better  Terms  than  the  Inhabitants  o'  Great 
Britain  can  manufacture  Britijh  Produce.  1  he 
Colonies  may  follow  the  Example  of  their  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  and  diftil  Spirits  from  their  own 
Corn.  This  will  be  a  Confumption  ot  that 
Commodity  in  Com  pc  illation  or  the  Lois,  which 
it  is  fa-id  they  will  fuftain  in  the  Vent  or  it  to 
the  French  I  (lands.  But  will  they  lofe  that  or 
any  other  Article  of  Commerce  by  this  Burthen 
on  the  Return  they  receive  for  them  ?  Are  not 
the  Demands  of  the  French  for  Necefiaries  ?  Can 
they  now,  that  they  have  ceded  all  North-  Ameri¬ 
ca,  can  they  now,  tho5  they  couid  not  before, 
iupply  themfelves  from  any  other  than  from  our 
Colonies,  with  Provifions  and  with  Lumber  ? 
Had  they  no  Returns  to  make,  muft  not  they 
purchafe  tiiefe  Necefiaries  with  Money  ?  and 
<an  they  refufe  to  make  this  the  Return,  as  far 
as  it  will  go,  upon  our  own  Terms,  fmee  they 
have  no  other  way  to  difpofe  of  it  ?  The  I  Fade 
of  the  IV eft  India  Iftands,  whoever  they  belong 
to,  is  always  under  the  Controul  of  the  Nation 
that  is  in  Pofleffion  of  North  America  ;  they  de¬ 
pend  upon  that  Continent  for  the  Subnftance 
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•pofing  of  their  Produce,  as  they  can  no  where 
eife  procure  in  any  Quantity,  or  at  any  toler¬ 
able  Price,  the  Cades  and  other  Materials  that 
are  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe,  We  may  reject 
their  Melafi'es  ;  but  they  cannot  refuse  our  Pro- 
vifions  and  cur  Lumber  •,  and  now  that  the 
whole  Continent,  which  produces  thofe  Articles, 
is  ceded  to  Great -Brit am ,  the  French  ldands 
are  far  more  dependant  than  they  were  upon 
her,  for  their  Support  and  for  their  Commerce  » 
there  is  a  greater  Balance  ot  I  radc  again! i 
them  •,  a  larger  Proportion  of  the  Profits  they 
make  upon  tneir  Produce,  muft  be  expended  its 
the  Purchafe  of  thofe  Necedaries,  which  North 
Amsrka  alone  can  inpply  ;  and  they  are  on  thefe 
and  many  other  Accounts,  far  lets  valuable  to 
France  than  they  were  while  die  retained  her 
Colonies  on  the  Continent  They  will  fink  dill 
lower  in  their  Value,  when  the  Demands  of 
Norik  America  dial]  decreale,  as  the  ceded  ldands 
improve  •,  for  the  French  Plantations  have  hither¬ 
to  produced  Coffee, Cotton, Cocoa, Ginger,  Indi¬ 
go,  and  Pimento,  in  greater  Quantities  than 
ours ;  becaufe  their  Planters  are  poorer,  and  their 
Lands  in  a  lower  State  of  Cultivation.  Thefe 
Articles,  exclufive  oi  fuch  of  them  as-  may  be 
railed  in  the  Florida!,  will  for  the  lame  Reafons 
be  mold  attended  to,  by  the  fil'd  Settlers  on  the 
ceded  Illands  •,  and  as  loon  as  they  attain  to  the 
railing  of  Sugar,  they  will  again_  interfere  with 
the  French  in  the  great  Article  of  Melalfes  ;  as 
it  is  well  known  that  the  Cane  yields  much 
larger  Quantities  of  Melades  when  planted  on 
freth  Lands  ;  and  that  the  Reafon  why  our 
ldands  do  not  produce  lo  much  as  the  French,  is 
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only  becaufe  the  Lands  are  more  exhaufled  rfs 
our  than  in  their  Plantations.  The  Sugar  itfclf* 
which  theie  Illands  will  produce,  will  be  a  fur¬ 
ther  Diminution  of  the  Demands  of  our  Colo¬ 
nies  upon  thole  cf  the  French  ;  and  the  lefs  thofe 
Demands  are,  fo  much  the  more  mud  their 
Plantations  be  at  our  Mercy,  in  fuch  Articles  as 
we  may  (till  have  Qccafion  for  from  them;  while 
their  Want  of  what  we  alone  can  furnilh,  can 
never  diminifh,  unlefs  their  Colonies  decline. 
The  Duty  of  One  Pound  Two  Shillings  on  all 
foreign  white  or  clay'd  Sugars,  imported  into 
the  Britijh  Colonics,  which  is  impofed  by  the 
Act  of  the  laft  SeHions,  cannot  be  complained 
of  by  the  Americans ,  fo  far  as  their  own  Con- 
fumption  is  affedted  by  it,  frnce  the  Inhabitants 
of  Great  Britan  have  chearfully  fubmitted  their 
Confumption  to  the  like  Regulation,  and  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  VFJl  India  Plantations,  have 
ja:d  a  much  higher  Duty  upon  French  than  up¬ 
on  Britijh  Sugars  imported  into  Great  Britain  i 
but  iris  obje&ed  to  this  Tax,  that  it  will  hurt 
the  Trade  of  the  North  Americans,  as  Carriers 
oi  the  French  Sugars  to  Europe  ;  a  Trade  prof 
fitabie  initfelf,  and  promoting  Navigation  ;  on 
which  Accounts  it  is  laid,  a  Drawback  of  great 
Part  or  of  the  whole  of  the  Dufy,  fhould  be 
allowed  on  Re-exportation.  Could  this  be 
done  without  opening  Opportunities  for  the 
greateft  frauds  on  the  Revenue,  it  might  be 
proper  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  no  Indul¬ 
gence  to  Trade  is  fo  much  abided  to  the  preju¬ 
dice,  both  of  the  Revenue  and  of  Commerce^ 
as  the  Allowance  of  Drawbacks  here  ;  and  it 
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wui  be  liable  to  greater  Abufes  in  America,  iir- 
Jefs  feme  more  effectual  Method  than  has  hither¬ 
to  been  piaCtiled,  could  be  found  to  prevent 
them  :  and  after  all  it  remains  to  be  proved, 
that  the  Object  is  great  enough  to  juffify  the 
dangerous  Experiment  of  making  in  any  Shape 
an  Allowance  of  a  Drawback  ;  the  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  indeed  formerly  the  Carriage  of  the 
Fi  each.  Sugars  to  a  confiderable  Amount;  but 
the  Hy each  have  for  many  r  ears  carried  the 
greater  Part  themfelves.  This  Duty  too,  it 
mud  be  obferved,  is  only  on  the  White  and  the 
Cla^  d,  that  is,  the  manufactured  Sugars  :  the 
LfleCt  of  it  may  be  in  fome  Degree,  to  induce 
tho.  French  to  fend  their  Sugars  in  a  lower  State 
of  Manufacture  to  North  America ,  and  then  they 
will  be  free  of  Duty:  the  Carriage  of  thefe  is 
not  affected  :  as  to  the  Carriage  of  the  others  if 
what  is  left  of  that  Trade  ?ould  be  retained 
without  expofing  the  Revenue  and  the  fair 
I  racer  to  LoiTes,  they  ought  to  be  free  from, 
it  certainly  would  be  proper  to  do  it;,  the  only 
Doubt  is  whether  it  be  poffible. 

Thefe  are  the  fevera!  Duties  impofed  by  Par- 
liament  during  the  laft  Seffions,  upon  the  Con- 
1u motion  of  America  ;  and  they  appear  to  have 
been  judicioufly  chofen,  not  only  with  a  View  to 
the  Revenue,  which  they  will  produce  ;  but  for 
other,  and  in  my  Opinion,  greater  political 
Purpofes,  which  each  of  them  will  refnedively 
anfwer ;  and  befides.  thofe  already  mentioned 
there  is  one  general  Effect  that  will  refuit  from 
the  whole,  which  will  be  of  the  turnoff  Impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain ,  and  to  the 
Connection  between  her  and  her  Colonies  •,  tho* 
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the  Ditties  are  very  low,  the  Articles  on  which 
they  are  laid  are  numerous,  and  comprehend  all 
that  have  been  the  Subjects  of  a  contraband 
Trade,  with  thofe  Parts  of  Europe  which  the 
Colonies  are  not  allowed  to  trade  to.  The  bring¬ 
ing  thefe  to  a  regular  Entry  and  Account,  will 
be  the  Means  of  detecting  and  of  preventing 
the  illicit  Proceedings  that  have  hitherto  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  and  not  only  fupport  and  encourage  the 
Britijh  Manufadtures*  but  maintain  and  im¬ 
prove  the  Commerce  and  Navigation,  both  or 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  tho’  the  Mer¬ 
chandize  fhould  be  the  Produce  of  neither.  In 
other  Countries  Cuftom-houfe  Duties  are  for 
the  mod  Part,  little  more  than  a  Branch  of  the 
Revenue:  In  the  Colonies  they  are  a  political 
Regulation,  and  enforce  the  Obfervance  of  thofe1 
wife  Laws  to  which  the  great  Increafe  of  our 
Trade  and  naval  Power  are  principally  owing. 
The  Aim  of  thofe  Laws  is  to  confine  the  European 
Commerce  of  the  Colonies  to  the  Mother  Coun¬ 


try:  to  provide  that  their  molt  valuable  Commo¬ 
dities  fin  all  be  exported  either  to  Great  Britain  ox 
to  Britijh  Plantations  ;  and  to  fee u re  the  Navi¬ 
gation  of  all  American  Exports  ana  Imports  to 
Britijh  Ships  and  Britijh  Subjects  only.  It  is  the 
Policy  of  every  Nation  to  prohibit  all  foreign 
Trade  with  their  Plantations :  it  has  been  the 
Policy  of  this  almoft  as  far  back  as  we  have  had 
any  Colonies  worth  regarding  ;  the  firft  and 
great  A£l  of  Navigation  being  nearly  co-aeval 
with  their  Exiflence  as  a  People;  before  tnat 
Time  the  Englijh  of  the  IV ejE  Indies  were  but 
Adventurers,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  North 
America  were  but  a  few  unphappy  Fugitives,  who 
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had  wandered  thither  to  enjoy  their  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  Liberties,  which  they  were  deprived  of  at 
home.  The  Diffractions  of  this  Country  had  in¬ 
deed  increaied  their  Numbers,  but  they  were 
ftiil  feparate,  weak,  necefiitous,  and  truly  in¬ 
fant  Colonies,  nurfed  by  perpetual  Supplies 
from  the  Mother  Country,  expofed  to  every 
Hazard,  fuftained  with  Difficulty,  and  only  be¬ 
ginning  to  give  hopes  that  they  might  hereafter 
be  what  they  now  are.  Upon  this  Profpedt  the 
Aff  of  Navigation  form’d  their  Dependance  into 
Connection,  and  gave  a  Sanction  to  the  Emi¬ 
gration  and  the  Expence  occafioned  by  fup- 
porting  them  ;  for  Colonies  are  only  Settlements 
made  in  diftant  Parts  of  the  World,  for  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Trade  •,  but  if  they  were  allowed 
to  transfer  the  Benefits  of  their  Commerce  to 
any  other  Country  than  that  from  which  they 
came,  they  would  deflroy  the  very  Purpofes  of 
their  Eftablifhment :  and  it  is  but  an  equitable 
Return  for  the  Accommodation  which  has  been 
provided  for  them,  and  the  Emoluments  they 
have  received,  that  they,  the  Subjects  ftiil  of  the 
fame  Country,  lhould  continue  to  aft  as  they 
mult  have  afted,  had  they  continued  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  that  their  Produce  and  their  Con- 
fumption  fhould  be  for  the  Benefit  of  that 
Country,  in  Preference  to  any  other.  No  Na¬ 
tion  would  tolerate  Colonies  upon  any  other 
Conditions  :  It  would  be  buffering  themfelves 
to  be  exhaufted,  impoverifhed,  and  weakened, 
in  fupport  of  a  People,  who  might  divert  their 
Commerce  to  the  Advantage  of  another,  perhaps 
of  a  Rival,  and  the  Mother  Country  would  be 
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ruined  by  the  Profperity  of  her  Colonies.  The 
Aft  of  Navigation  therefore  is  founded .  upon 
Right  as  well  as  Policy;  the  Principles  of  it 
have  been  adooted  and  confirmed  in  all  our 

x 

lubfequent  Laws  ;  the  Injunctions  it  contains 
have  never  been  departed  from,  without  very 
cogent  Reafons,  and  then  only  in  a  few  particular 
Inftances,  The  Efiefts  of  it  have  been  the  In- 
create  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation  ;  and  all 
Evafions  therefore  of  this,  and  the  other  A6ls  of 
Trade  and  Navigation,  are  deftrudive  of  what 
every  Subjed  of  thefe  Kingdoms  fhoiild  pay 
the  utmoli  Attention  to;  for  tho*  Individuals 
may  gain  a  Profit,  the5  Confumers  may 
procure  at  a  cheaper  Rate  the  Commodities 
they  want,  by  the  Breach  of  thefe  Laws,  yet  the 
Jnterefts,  I  do  not  mean  the  Revenue  only,  but 
the  effennal  Interefts  of  the  Commonweal  are 
thereby  facrificed  to  private,  partial,  and  trifling 
Emoluments,  uncertain  in  their  Nature,  tem¬ 
porary  in  Duration,  and  ruinous  in  the  End. 
Even  the  Colonies  themfelves  Differ  from  the 
Advantages  made  by  fome  of  their  Inhabitants; 
not  only  in  the  Did  refs  thefe  iniquitous  Practices 
bring  upon  their  fair  Traders  ;  in  the  Lofs  of 
Employment  to  their  Shipping;  and  in  the  Per- 
verfion  of  the  Induftry,  and  the  Depravation  of 
the  Morals  of  fo  many  of  their  People ;  but: 
rnoft  materially  in  depriving  their  Mother  Coun- 
uy  (fo  far  'as  fuch  P  radices  extend)  of  thofe  Re¬ 
sources,  which  the  Commerce  of  her  Colonies 
fecured  to  herfelf  would  confiantly  furnifli,  for 
their  Benefit  and  her  own  ;  when  her  Trade  and 
her  Manufactures  by  thefe  Means  decline,  her 
people  decrcafc,  and  her  Power  and  her  Re¬ 
venues 
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venues  diminifh  ;  her  Efforts  m u ft  be  fo  much 
the  fainter  for  general  or  partial  Good,  her  A- 
faility  to  raife  within  herfelt  the  Supplies  which 
the  Support,  the  Defence,  and  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  her, ,v  aft:  Empire  require,  is  fo  far  lefs ; 
and  her  Demands  for  Affiftance  mu  ft  confequent- 
]y  be  greater  upon  her  Colonies,  who  can  an- 
fwer  thole  Demands  only  by  oppreffing  their  fair 
Traders  and  their  honeft  Conlumers.  It  might 


not  perhaps  be  difficult  to  (hew  that  Smuggling 
has  not  lower’d  the  Price  upon  the  whole  Con- 
fumption  of  America  taken  together,  tho’  porti- 
cularArticles  may  in  feme  Places  and  to  i'omePer- 
fons  have  come  cheaper.  The  Effects  it  has 
had  upon  others,  that  are  not  fo  particularly  the 
Objeft  of  it,  and  the  general  Effects  of  it  upon 
all  Markeis,  more  than  counterbalance  this  Ad¬ 
vantage  •,  but  thefe  are  too  many  and  too  great 
to  be  di  feu  fled  at  prefent.  It  may  be  Efficient 
here,  juft  to  fuggeft  the  Propofition  to  thole 
who  are  inclined  to  examine  it,  and  to  fupport 
it  only  with  obferving,  that  the  lalutary  Pro- 
vifions  of  the  Ads  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 
are  acknowledged  by  the  moft  reputable  and  the 
moft  confiderate  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies, 
and  that  they  conftantiy  deplore  the  little  Regard 
that  has  been  paid  to  them  by  their  lelf-interdled 
and  inadvertent  Countrymen.  To  them  there¬ 
fore,  and  to  every  true  Lover  of  his  Country, 
whatever  Part  of  the  Eritijh  Dominions  he  in¬ 
habits,  the  Ad  of  the  laft  Sefuons  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which,  by  its  general  'Pendency  and  par¬ 
ticular  Provifions,  muft  greatly  corroborate  thofe 


1  ,aws,  will 
Commerce. 


be  a  moft  welcome  Regulation  of 
The  contraband  Trade  that  is  car- 
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rl&d  on  there,  is  a  Subjed  of  the  moft  ferioiig* 
Confideration  ;  and  is  become  a  much  more 
alarming  Circumftance,  than  that  Increafe  of 
Wealth,  People,  and  Territory,  which  raifes  Ap- 
prehenfions  in  many  Perfons  that  the  Cdlonies- 
may  break  off  their  Connections  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain:  1  hat  Connection  E  actually  broken  already* 
whereever  the  Ads  of  Navigation  are  difregardedj- 
and  for  fo  much  of  their  i  rade  as- is  thereby  di¬ 
verted  from  its  proper  Channel,  they  are  no 
longer  Britijli  Colonies,  but  Colonies  of  the 
Countries  they  trade  to.  Thither  they  carry 
their  Produce  *,  from  thence  they  receive  their 
Supply ;  and  Trade  and  Navigation  flourifli 
there,  by  an  illicit  Inrercourfe  with  the  Britijk 
Plantations.  The  Extent  of  this  Commerce, 
as  it  is  in  its  Nature  private,  cannot  be  certainly' 
known  *,  but  that  it  is  now  carried  to  a  danger- 
ous  Excels,  is  an  inclifputable  Fad.  Ships  are 
continually  paffing  between-  our  Plantations  and 
Holland ,  Hamburg,  and  mofb  of  the  Ports  on 
the  German  Ocean,  and  in  the  Baltic -,  aJl  dired 
Communication,  with  which,  exclufive  of  the 
Intervention  of  Great  Britain-,  is  illegal.  Ac 
other  Places*,  which  the  Ships  of  the  Plantations 
&re  allowed  to  refort  to  without  touching  here, 
for  particular  Purpofes,  the  Licence  is  abided, 
snd  Commodities  not  permitted  to  be  fent  to  our 
Colonies,  but  thro*  this  Country,  are  imme¬ 
diately  carried  from  thence  *,  and  great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  European  Commodities  are  befides  con- 
Ifantly  ftnuggled  from  foreign  Plantations  into 
curs.  The  Concurrence  of  all  thefe  feveral* 
Modes  of  evading  the  Ads  of  Navigation,  can 
alone  account  for  the  Demands  of  the  Colonies 
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mpon  their  Mother  Country,  being  vaftly  cHF 
proportioned  to  their  Confumption.  i  he  Hail 
Subfidy  retained  here  upon  the  finer  Linens 
amounts  to  no  more  than  about  300 1.  per  /Inn* 
and  yet  no  one  will  venture  to  repreient  the 
Linen  Manufactory  of  North  America  to  be  in  fb 
flourifhing  a  State,  as  to  produce  all  that  the 
Inhabitants  ufe  above  that  ins  all  Quantity.  The 
whole  annual  Export  of  W-ine  from  hence  to 
the  Plantations,  fails  greatly  fhort  of  an  Hun¬ 
dred  Ton ;  can  the  Madeira  and  the  Weftern 
Ifiands  furnifhed  the  Reft  of  their  Confumption  r 
The  Tea  that  is  fent  from  hence  does  not  gene¬ 
rally  exceed  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand 
Pounds  weight  per  Ann.  tho’  by  the  bed  Com¬ 
putation  that  can  be  made,  the  Colonies  mu  ft 
confume  One  Million  Five  Hundred  T  houfand 
Pounds  Weight  -in  the  Year.  trWz  Dutch,  the 
: French ,  the  Swedifh ,  the  Danijh,  Eajt  India 
Companies,  fupply  them  with  nine  tenths  of 
their  Confumption,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
Englfh  Company,  of  their  T  rade  and  their  Na^ 
vigation.  Many  other  Fads,  fupportedby  the 
■concurrent  Teftimony  of  all  who  have  ever  re~ 
fided  in  the  Plantations,  might  be  adduced  to 
prove,  the  great  Extent  of  their  illicit  Com¬ 
merce  in  European  Commodities,  (including 
thofe  which  mull  be  conveyed  thro*  Europe  to 
them,)  and  juftify  the  common  Calculation  that 
the  foreign  Goods  illegally  run  into  the  Colonies 
amount  in  value  to  no  lefs  than  700000 l.  per 
Annum ,  which  exceeds  by  far  the  Value  of  thofc 
‘foreign  Goods  that  are  conveyed  thither  thro' 
Great  Britain . 
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The  Suppirfflon  o?  fo  enormous  and  fo  da 
gerous  an  Evil,  is  a  great  Object  of  State, 
which  has  been  long,  far  too  long  neglected  : 
the  Laws  that  have  been  made  lor  preventing  it, 
were  funk  into  Difufe,  and  the  due  Execution 
of  them  is  become  obnoxious  to  thofe  who  have 
been  fuffered  to  contemn  them  with  Impunity. 
That  Licentioufnefs  however  is  now  at  an 
End  ;  the  Reform  that  was  neceflary,  has  l  hear 
been  made  among  the  Officers  of  the  Crown. 
The  Civil,  the  Military,  the  naval  Powers,  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  all  exerted,  for  the  fame  falu- 
tary  Purpofes ;  and  the  Lcgiflative  Authority 
has  in  the  great  Ad?  that  has  been  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned,  added  Vigour  and  Effed  to  the  former 
Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation  :  the  particular 
Claufes  that  belong  to  the  immediate  Subjeds  of 
this  Adt  only,  demand  the  Attention  of  thofe  who 
are  concerned  in  the  Branches  of  Trade,  which 
they  refpedively  regulate  ;  but  are  too  numerous 
and  too  minute  to  be  enlarged  upon  at  prefenr. 
It  is  fufEcient  to  obferve,  that  they  are  all  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  fame  End  with  thofe  more  general 
Provifions,  which  on  Account  of  their  extenfive 
Importance,  are  univerfally  interefting. 

The  Policy  of  prohibiting  certain  enumerated 
Goods,  from  being  exported  out  of  the  Plan¬ 
tations,  except  to  iome  other  Brilijh  Plantation, 
or  to  Great  Britain ,  was  introduced  by  the  fir  ft 
Ad  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  and  has  been 
adopted  in  many  fubfequent  Statutes.  The 
enumerated  Commodities  were  thofe  which  ap¬ 
peared  at  that  Time  the  mo  ft  important  to  ie- 
cure  to  Britijh  Traders  only  •,  but  the  great  Im¬ 
provements  of  the  Colonics  having  produced 
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others  equally  valuable,  and  the  late  Acceffions 
of  Territory  haring  given  us  the  Monopoly  of 
fome,  which  we  have  hitherto  only  (hared  with 
the  French ,  the  Reftraintis  upon  the  fame  Princi¬ 
ples  off  olicy  extended  to  thefe  alio,  and  Coffee, 
Pimento,  Cocoa  Nuts,  Whale  Pins,  Raw  Silk, 
Plides  and  Skins,  Pot  and  Pearl  Allies,  are  by  the 
Aft  of  the  laft  Seffions  added  to  the  enumerated 
Commodities,  becaufe  they  are  neceffary  for  our 
own  Confumption  or  Manufactures  ;  Iron  and 
Lumber,  tho’  of  equal  Utility,  yet  being  a 
great  Article  of  Trade,  in  foreign  Plantations, 
are  allowed  to  be  difpofed  of  there  ;  but  are  not 
to  be  carried  to  any  other  Part  of  Europe,  ex¬ 
cept  to  Great  Britain. 

A  Bond  has  been  always  required  for  every 
Veffel  loading  enumerated  Goods,  by  which  the 
Parties  concerned  obliged  themfelves  to  comply 
with  the  Laws  that  relate  to  them •,  but  when 
non-enumerated  Goods  only  have  been  Ihipped, 
no  Security  has  ever  been  taken  for  the  proper 
Difpofal  of  the  Returns  ufually  made  from  the 
foreign  Plantations  :  and  great  Quantities  of 
foreign  Melaffes  and  Syrups  have  been  clandeff 
tinely  run  into  the  Colonies,  the  Importers  of 
which  would  have  been  detered  from  attempting 
to  fmuggle,  if  they  had  been  1  able  to  the  Pe¬ 
nalties  of  their  Bonds  upon  Deteft;on.  A  Bond 
therefore  is  by  this  Act  required  on  the  loading 
of  non-enumerated  Goods  alfo,  with  Condition, 
that  if  any  foreign  Melaffes  or  Syrups  lhall  be 
taken  on  board  in  Return,  the  fame  fliall  be 
brought  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  a  Britijh  Plan¬ 
tation,  and  the  Matter  of  the  Veffel  fliall,  on 
bis  Arrival,  make  a  true  Report  of  his  Cargo. 
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But  whether  Bond  had  been  given  in  either  of 
thefe  Cafes,  or  what  v/ere  the  Conditions  of  it, 
could  not  be  known  at  any  other  Place  than  the 
Port  from  whence  the  Vefiel  departed,  if  the 
Matter  of  luch  Vefiel  were  not  obliged  to  take 
out  a  Certificate  of  his  having  complied  with 
the  Law  which  requires  fuch  Security :  that 
Precaution  therefore  is  added  with  refpedl  both 
v  to  enumerated  and  non-enumerated  Goods  5  and 
it  is  enforced  by  making  all  Vefiels  liable  to 
Seifure,  who  fhall  enter  into  any  BrUiJh  Port, 
or  be  found  within  two  Leagues  of  the  Shores 
of  the  Colonies,  without  fuch  a  Certificate. 

And  for  the  further  Prevention  of  the  Smug¬ 
gling  of  foreign  Rum,  Sugars,  and  Melafles, 
which  are  great  Objefts  of  clandeftlne  Trade, 
.it  is  provided,  that  whenever  any  of  thofe  Com¬ 
modities  are  (hipped,  as  the  Growth  of  a  Britijh 
Plantation,  it  fhall  be  proved  upon  Oath  that 
they  are  fo  9  and  a  Certificate  of  inch  Oath  hav¬ 
ing  been  taken,  fhall  be  given  to  the  Matter  of 
the  Vefiel,  who  mutt  produce  it  at  tl\e  Port  of 
Delivery,  or  the  Goods  will  be  liable  to  Sep 
zu  re. 

All  rhefe  Provifions  are  however  but  Guards 
againit  cbndettine  Importations  :  the  Goods 
would  be  to  a  Degree  in  Safety  as  foon  as  they 
were  landed,  and  might  be  carried  out  again 
along  the  neighbouring  Coatts  with  Security,  if 
theVigilancc  ol  the  Law  flopped  here.  The  Dan¬ 
ger  therefore  of  an  illicit  Commerce  is  continued 
beyond  the  firft  Importation,  and  the  Vent  of 
fmuggled  Goods  is  laid  under  ftill  furtherDiftt- 
culties  and  Difcouragements  ;  for  no  Merchan¬ 
dize  whatever  can  now  be  conveyed  by  Sea 
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from  one  Colony  to  another,  without  a  Sufie- 
ranee,  upon  which  a  Cocket  is  to  be  made  cut, 
particularly  fpecifying  the  Goods,  and  the  Du¬ 
ties  that  have  been  paid  thereon,  if  they  are 
liable  to  any  ;  and  every  coafting  VeiTel  not 
furnifhed  with  Rich  a  Cocket,  may  be  feized  on 
her  Arrival  at  the  Port  of  her  Dedication,  or 
if  (lie  is  met  by  a  Cruizer,  within  two  Leagues 
©f  the  Shore  of  any  of  the  Colonies. 

Thefe  feveral  additional  Precautions  will 
certainly  contribute  very  much  to  the  Suppref- 
fion  of  that  illicit  'Trade  which  is  carried  on  by 
Britijh  Ships  and  Britijh  Subjefts  •,  but  they  da 
not  apply  to  foreign  Veffels,  which  being  already 
prohibited  from  entering  the  Ports  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  only  approach  the  Coafh,  and  watch  the  it 
Opportunities  to  land  their  contraband  Cargoes. 
For  the  Prevention  of  this  Practice,  the  Pro- 
vifions  of  the  Briiijh  hovering  Acts  are  extended 
to  America,  and  every  foreign  Veffel,  which  fhail 
be  found  at  anchor  or  hovering  within  two 
Leagues  of  the  Shores  of  any  of  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  fhail  not  depart  or  proceed  on  her 
Voyage  to  feme  foreign  Port  within  Forty-eight 
Hours  after  Requisition  made  to  depart  by  a 
Cuftom-houfe  Officer,  is  ordered  to  be  feized, 
and  condemned,  whether  Bulk  fhail  have  been 
broken  or  not,  the  French  Ships  employed  in  the 
Newfoundland  Fifhery,  within  the  Limits  pre¬ 
fer!  bed  to  them,  only  excepted. 

But  that  the  neceflhry  Exception,  in  their 
Favour,  may  not  be  abufed,  and  that  the  Jflands 
of  St.  Fterre  and  Miquelon ,  which  were  granted 
to  the  French,  as  a  bare  Shelter  for  their  Fifhcr- 
men3  and  which  are  in  themfelves,  from  their 
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Barfennefs  and  the  Smallnefs  of  their  Extent* 
fit  for  that  Purpofe  alone,  may  not  be  made 
Warehoufes  for  fupplying  the  Britifh  Colonies 
with  French  Merchandize,  to  the  Preiud.ice  ot 
our  Manufactures  and  Navigation,  and  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  their  Fiftaeries  *,  a  vigorous 
Cla  ule  fubjedts  to  Forfeiture  every  Britijh  Veftei 
concerned  in  any  Trade  whatfoever  with  thefe 
Elands,  or  hovering  on  their  Coafts,  or  dift 
coverea  to  have  been  there. 

The  Attention  of  the  Legiflature  has  not 
however  been  confined  to  America  :  Frauds  prac- 
tiled  in  Britain  with  a  View  to  a  clandeftine 
Trade  in  the  Colonies,  have  fallen  under  their 
Notice  ;  and  to  prevent  them  it  has  been  found  , 
neceffary  to  regulate  the  Trade  from  hence  to 
the  Colonies.  It  has  been  a  common  Practice 
for  Britijh  Ships  provided  with  a  Cargo  in  fo¬ 
reign  Countries,  which  was  pretended  to  be  de¬ 
fined  for  a  foreign  Plantation,  juft  to  touch  at 
fome  Out-port  of  this  Kingdom,  and  there  to 
take  fin  all  Parcels  of  Goods  on  board,  which 
they  entered  for  a  Britijh  Colony  :  Under  cover 
of  thefe,  however  inconfiderable,  they  gained 
Admittance  into  the  American  Ports,  and  there 
Opportunities  were  not  wanting  to  run  the  whole 
Cargoes  on  fhore  :  This  pernicious  Contrivance 
to  evade  the  Law  is  now  defeated,  as  no  Ship 
can  from  henceforth  be  cleared  out  from  any  Bri-> 
iijh  for  any  American  Port,  unlefs  her  whole 
Cargo  be  laden  here  ;  and  all  Goods  which 
fhall  be  found  on  board,  and  which  are  not  ex¬ 
prefly  defcribed  in  the  Cocket  which  the  M after 
is  obliged  to  take,  are  liable  to  be  lei  zed. 
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The  Power  of  feizing  Ships  within  certain 
Distances  °f  the  Shore  (which  as  Iras  been  feen) 
is  given  by  this  Aft  in  fo  many  Jnftances,  will 
make  the  Sea  Guard  of  Cruizers  and  Cutters 
which  was  eflablifhed  before,  and  has  been  of 
fingular  Ufe  already,  ftill  more  effectual  ;  To 
up  a  Body  of  Seamen  fie  for  Service,  and 
not  to  keep  them  in  Service,  is  impracticable  : 
I  hey  wdl  not  be  Seamen  long,  if  adtive  Bufi- 
nds  is  not  found  for  them  ;  and  the  employing 
therefore  part  of  that  Number  which  Parlia” 
ment  has  thought  proper  fliould  be  maintain’d 
during  the  Peach,  in  the  Prevention  of  Smu°-- 
botn  heie  and  in  the  Colonies,  conduces 
at  the  fame  time  to  the  great  Purpofe  of  im¬ 
porting  a  naval  Power,  to  the  Improvement  of 
tiie  Revenue,  and  to  the  Regulation  of  Com- 
meice.  T  ne  Officers  and  the  Men  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  Duty  are  encouraged  to  perform 
n  with  Spirit  and  Alacrity  by  the  Prizes  they 
may  expedt ;  and  the  Check  that  has  hitherto 

Hackened  c*ie'r  Vigilance,  arifing  from  the  Dif¬ 
ficulties  that  attended  Prolecutions,  and  the 
Uncertainty  of  the  Shares  they  would  entitle 
taemfelves  to,  which  were  fo  varied  in  different 
Ads  or  Parliament,  that  it  was  become  a  ^Sci¬ 
ence  to  underftand  tliem,  is  removed  by  the  Aft 
ol  the  1  alt  SelTions :  The  fame  Forms  of  Pro¬ 
ceedings  being  now  eftablifhed  for  all  Profecu- 
tions  and  one  certain  Divifion  being  now  made 
o.  ad  Seifures.  The  Cuftom-houfe  Officers 
na'e  ^ie  Benefits  of  this  Amendment  of  civ 
Law’  and  °r  che  ^vcral  other  Facilities  ojvrn 
to  them  in  the  Execution  of  their  revive 
U:tlces  f  while  on  the  ocher  hand  the  Pei  f  r- 
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mance  of  their  Duty  is  enforced  by  additional 
Penalties  on  the  Breach  of  if. 

Thefe  general  Regulations  and  the  particular 
Provifions  of  the  Ait  in  many  Inftances  that  re¬ 
quired  lu  eh  fpeeial  Claufes,  concurring  with  the 
vigorous  Meafures  taken  by  Government  to  in- 
force  Obedience  to  all  the  Laws  and  with  the 
zealous  Exertion  of  the  civil, .  the  military,  and 
the  naval  Powers  in  the  Colonies,  as  permitted 
encouraged,  or  required  by  Law  to  affift  in  the 
Prevention  of  Smuggling,  give  reafonableG  round 
to  hope  that  that  important  Objedt  of  Policy, 
of  Commerce,  and  of  Revenue,  the  Supprefiiorv 
of  the  contraband  Trade  which  has  prevailed 
Lch  a  length  of  time  in  the  Colonies,  will  in  a 
great  meaiure  be  attained..  As  to  the  Revenue 
which  the  new  Impofitions  will  produce,  I  fup- 
pofe  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible  to 
form  any  Calculation  of  its  Amount  r  I  will 
not  even  hazard  a  Conjecture  upon  it,  as  I  can¬ 
not  prefume  that  I  ffiould  be  right  ;  and  I 
fhouid  be  lorry  to  be  wrong.  Thus  far  how¬ 
ever  may  be  fofely  affirmed,  that  Duties  fo  low, 
and  now  firft  laid,  will  not  at  prefent  contribute 
largely  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  Public  •,  for 
inconfiderable  as  they  are,  the  Payment  of  them 
will  be  often  avoided  by  frauds  and  Subtiltres, 
which  no  Penetration  can  fore  fee,  and  Experi¬ 
ence  only  can  difeover  and  prevent.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  will  be  an  improving  Reve- 
;iua  ;  becaufe  they  are  laid  upon  numerous  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  general  Confumption  among  an  en- 
creafing  People  $  and  if  not  productive  of  a 
.rreat  bund  immediately,  will  be  at  baft  a  wide 

f  oundation  for  a  confiderable  future  Revenue  i 
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but  upon  no  Calculation  can  it  be  fuppofed  to 
be  equal  to  the  Demand  that  muft  be  made  up¬ 
on  the  Colonies  \  and  therefore  a  further  Tax 
has  been  propofed  *,  it  has  been  even  refolved 
by  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  it 
may  be  proper  to  charge  certain  Stamp  Duties  in 
the  Plantations  ;  and  here  the  Legislature  Hoped, 
] aft  Seflions  out  of  Tendernefs  to  the  Colonies. 
A  Stamp  Duty,  tho5  often  ufed  in  the  Planta¬ 
tions  for  the  Purpofes  of  their  own  Govern¬ 
ment,  has  never  been  impofed  there  by  Autho¬ 
rity  of  Parliament,  and  time  has  been  therefore 
very  properly  allowed,  to  enquire  whether  it 
will  be  attended  with  any  Inconveniences,  and 
to  provide  Expedients  of  Prevention  or  Reme¬ 
dy  •,  but  I  believe  the  more  itTs  examined,  fo 
much  the  more  clearly  will  it  appear,  that  this 
Mode  of  Taxation -is  the  eafieft,  the  mod  equal 
and  the  moft  certain  that  can  be  chofen  :  The 
Duty  falls  chiefly  upon  Property;  but  it  is 
fpread  lightly  over  a  great  Variety  of  Subjeds, 
and  lies  heavy  upon  none:  The  Ad  executes 
uielf  by  annulling  the  Instruments  that  have 
not  paid  the  fmali  Sums  they  are  charged  with; 
and  the  Tax  thus  Supported  and  fecured,  is 
collected  by  few  Officers,  without  Expence  to 
the  Crown,  or  Opprefiion  on  the  People. 

The  Revenue  that  may  be  railed  by  the  Du¬ 
ties  which  have  been  already,  or  by  thele  if  they 
Thou  Id  be  hereafter  impofed,  are  all  equally  ap¬ 
plied  by  Parliament,  towards  defraying  the  necef 
pry  Expences  of  defending ,  protecting,  and  fette¬ 
ring,  the  Britijh  Colonip  and  Plantations  in  Ame¬ 
rica  :  Not  that  on  the  one  hand  an  American 
Revenue  might  not  have  been  applied  to  difte- 
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rent  _  Purpofes  ;  or  on  the  other,  thrt  Great  Bn - 
)  if”  1S,  t0  contribute  nothing  to  thefe  :  The  verv 
v\  ords  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Re¬ 
petition  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  imply,  that 
-  tne  wn°Je  of  the  Expence  is  not  to  be  charged 
uPon  t[ie  Colonies  :  They  are  under  no  Obii°  a- 
t:on  to  provide  for  this  or  any  other  particular 
national  Expence ;  neither  can  they  claim  any 
exemption  from  general  Burthens;  but  being  a 
parr  or  the  Brilifb  Dominions,  are  to  fhare  all 
necetTary  Services  with  the  reft.  This  in  Ame- 
y.ic  c.oes  indeed  firft  claim  their  Attention  : 
They  are  immediately,  they  are  principally  con¬ 
cerned  in  it ;  and  the  Inhabitants  of  their  Mo- 
■wcuntry  wouldjuftly  and  loudly  complain, 
n  after  ail  their  Efforts  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Colonies,  when  every  Point  is  gained,  and  eve¬ 
ry  with  accompli ftied,  they,  and  they  alone 
fhould  be  caned  upon  ftill  to  anfwer  every  ad¬ 
ditional  Demand,  that  the  Prefervation  of  thefe 
Advantages,  and  the  Proteftion  of  the  Colonies 
from  future  Dangers,  may  occafion  :  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  has  a  Right  at  all  Times,  file  is  under  a 
ccr  fiity ,  upon  this  Occafion,  to  demand  their 
Affiftance  ;  but  ftill  file  requires  it  in  the  Man- 
nei  moft  fuitable  to  their  Circumfiances  ;  for  by 
appropriating  this  Revenue  towards  the  Defence 
and  Security  or  the  Provinces  where  it  is  raifed, 
the  Produce  of  it  is  kept  in  the  Country,  the 
I  cop  legate  not  deprived  of  tlie  Circulation  of 
what  Cadi  they  have  amongft  themfeives,  and 
t.'iC/eby  the  ievereftOpprefliou  of  a 
tih.t  of  chaining  the  Plantations  of  Money  which 
c  v  c  an  fo  ih  fpare,  is  a/Gicied.  What  Part  they 
Gogo!  to  bear  oi  the  national  Expence,  that  is 
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fKCcffary  for  their  Protection,  mini:  depend  up¬ 
on  their  Ability,  which  is  not  yet  diffidently 
known  :  to  the  whole  they  are  certainly  un¬ 
equal,  that  would  include  all  the  military  and 
all  the  naval  Eftabliffiment,  all  Fortifications 
which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  ere£t,  the 
the  Ordnance  and  Stores  that  mufl.be  furnifhed, 
and  the  Provifioris  which  it  is  neceffary  to  fupply-, 
i)iu  furely  a  Part  of  this  great  Difburfement, 
a  large  Proportion  at  lead  of  fome  particular 
Branches  of  it,  cannot  be  an  ihtolerable  Bur¬ 
then  upon  fuch  a  Number  of  Subjects,  upon 
a  1  erritory  fo  extenfive,  and  upon  the  Wealth 
which  they  collectively  polTefs.  As  to  the  Quota 
which  each  Individual  mull  pay,  it  wall  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  perfuade  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country 
where  the  needieft  Cottager  pays  out  of  his  Pit¬ 
tance,  however  fcanty,  and  how  hardly  foever 
earned,  our  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife 

,iU|  ITce roi  a!1  his  Confumption  ;  it  will  be 
difficult  I  fay,  to  perfuade  thofe  who  fee,  who 
mffier  or  who  relieve  fuch  Oppreffion  ;  that  the 
h  ejt  Inaian  out  of  his  Opulence,  and  the  North 
American  out  of  his  Competency,  can  contribute 
no  more  than  it  is  now  pretended  they  can  afford 
towards  the  Expence  of  Services,  the  Bene- 

L  *rCf  ’  5 1  Partof  this  N«k»  they  (hare, 
and  as  Colonids  they  peculiarly  enjoy.  They 

have  indeed  their  own  civil  Governments  befides 

to  fupport  \  but  Great  Britain  has  her  civil  Go- 

veniment  too  ;  ffie  has  alfo  a  large  Peace  Efta- 

1  ament  to  maintain  ;  and  the  national  Debt, 

u°  'O  great  a  Part,  and  that  the  heavieft  Part 

C‘  it  has  been  incurred  by  a  War  undertaken 
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for  the  Protection  of  the  Colonies,  lies  folely  (till 
upon  her. 

The  Reafonablenefs,  and  even  the  Neceffity 
of  requiring  an  American  Revenue  being  ad¬ 
mitted,  the  Right  of  the  Mother  Country  to 
impofe  fuch  a  Duty  upon  her  Colonies,  if  duly 
confidered,  cannot  be  queflioned  :  they  claim  it 
is  true  the  Privilege,  which  is  common  to  all 
Britijh  Subjects,  of  being  taxed  only  with  their 
own  Confent,  given  by  their  Representatives  ^ 
and  may  they  ever  enjoy  the  Privilege  in  all  its 
.Extent :  May  this  facred  Pledge  of  Liberty  be 
preferved  inviolate,  to  the  utraoft  Verge  of  our 
Dominions,  and  to  the  lateft  Page  of  our  Hiftory  ! 
but  let  us  not  limit  the  legi dative  Rights  of  the 
Britijh  People  to  Subjects  of  Taxation  only  : 
No  new  Law  whatever  can  bind  us  that  is  made 
without  the  Concurrence  of  our  Reprefentatives,. 
The  ACts  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  and  all 
other  ACls  that  relate  either  to  ourfelves  or  to 
the  Colonies,  are  founded  upon  no  other  Au¬ 
thority  ;  they  are  not  obligatory  if  a  Stamp  ACt 
is  not,  and  every  Argument  in  fupport  of  an 
Exemption  from  the  Superintendance  of  the 
Britijh  Parliament  in  the  one  Cafe,  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  others.  The  Conftitution 
knows  no  DiftinCtion ;  the  Colonies  have  never 
attempted  to  make  one  ;  but  have  acquiefced 
under  fe'vcral  parliamentary  Taxes.  The  6  Geo . 
31.  c.  13.  which  has  been  already  refered  to, 
jays  heavy  Duties  on  all  foreign  Rum,  Sugar, 
and  MelafTes,  imported  into  the  Britijh  Plan¬ 
tations  :  the  Amount  of  the  Impofitions  has 
been  complained  of ;  the  Policy  of  the  Laws 
has  been  objected  to  >  but  the  Right  cf  making 
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fuch  a  Law,  has  never  been  queftioned.  Thefe 
however,  it  may  be  faid,  are  Duties  upon  Im¬ 
ports  only,  and  there  fome  imaginary  Linehai 
been  fuppoled  to  be  drawn  ;  but  had  it  ever 
exifted,  it  was  palled  long  before,  for  by  25 
Charles  II.  c.  7.  enforced  by  7  and  8  WiL  and 
Mary ,  c.  22.  and  by  1  Geo .  I.  c.  12.  the  Ex¬ 
ports  of  the  Weft  Indian  I  (lands,  not  the  Mer¬ 
chandize  purchafed  by  the  Inhabitants,  nor  the 
Profits  they  might  make  by  their  Trade,  but  the 
Property  they  had  at  the  Time,  the  Produce  of 
their  Lands,  was  taxed,  by  the  Duties  then  im¬ 
peded  upon  Sugar,  Tobacco,  Cotton,  Indigo., 
Ginger,  Logwood,  Fuflick,  and  Cocoa,  ex¬ 
ported  from  on Britijh  Plantation  to  another. 

It  is  in  vain  to  call  thefe  only  Regulations  of 
i  rade ;  the  Trade  of  Eritijh  Subjects  may  not 
be  regulated  by  fuch  Means,  without  the  Con¬ 
currence  of  their  Representatives.  Duties  laid 
for  thele  Purpofes,  as  well  as  for  the  Purpofes 
of  Revenue,  are  dill  Levies  of  Money  upon 
the  People.  The  Conftitution  again  knows  no 
Didinction  between  [mooli  Duties  and  internal 
J.  axation  }  and  it  fome  lpeculative  Difference 
fhould  be  attempted  to  be  made,  it  certainly  is 
contradicted  by  Fact  ;  for  an  internal  Tax  alfo 
was  laid  on  the  Colonies  by  the  Ellablifhment 
of  a  Poll  Office  there  ;  which,  however  it  may 
be  ieprefented,  will,  upon  a  Perufal  of  9  Anne 
c.  10.  appear  to  be  elfentially  a  Tax,  and  that 
of  tiie  molt  authoritative  Kind  ;  for  it  is  enforced 
by  Provifions,  more  peculiarly  prohibitory  and 
compulfive,  than  others  are  ufually  attended 
with  :  The  Conveyance  of  Letters  thro’  any 
other  Channel  is  forbidden,  by  which  Redric- 
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dons,  the  Advantage  which  might  be  made  by 
public  Carriers  and  others  of  this  Branch  of 
their  Bufinefs  is  taken  away  $  and  the  PafTage  of 
Ferries  is  declared  to  be  free  for  the  Poftf  the 
Ferrymen  being  compellable  immediately  on 
Demand  to  give  their  Labour  without  pay,  and 
the  Proprietors  being  obliged  to  furnifh  the 
Means  of  PafTage  to  the  Felt  without  Recom- 
pence.  Thefe  Provisions  are  indeed  very  pro¬ 
per,  and  even  neceffary;  but  certainly  Money 
levied  by  fuch  Methods,  the  Effect  of  which 
is  intended  to  be  a  Monopoly  of  the  Carriage 
of  I  setters  to  the  Officers  of  this  Revenue,  and 
by  Means  of  which  the  People  are  forced  to  pay 
the  Rates  impofed  upon  all  theirCorrefpondence, 
is  a  public  Tax  to  which  they  muff  fu bruit,  and 
not  meerly  a  Price  required  of  them  for  a  pri¬ 
vate  Accommodation.  The  Ad  treats  this  and 
the  Britift)  Poftage  upon  exadly  the  fame  Foot¬ 
ing,  and  expreffy  calls  them  both  a  Revenue. 
The  Preamble  of  it  declares,  that  the  new  Rates 
are  fixed  in  the  Manner  therein  fpecified  with  a 
View  to  enable  her  Majefiy  in  fome  Meafure  to  car - 
ry  on  and  finifh  the  War .  The  Sum  of  700/.  per 
Week  out  of  all  the  Duties  arifing  from  time  to 
time  by  virtue  of  this  All  is  appropriated  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  for  other  neceiTary  Occafions  ;  the 
Surplus  after  other  Deductions,  was  made  part 
of  the  civil  Lift  Revenues ;  it  continued  to  be 
thus  applied  during  the  Reigns  of  George  I.  and 
George  II.  and  on  his  prelent  Majefty’s  Acceffion 
to  the  Throne, when  the  Civil  Lift  was  put  upon 
a  different  Eftablifhment,  the  Poll  Office  Re¬ 
venues  were  carried  with  the  others  to  the  ag¬ 
gregate  Bund*  to  be  applied  to  the  Ujes 3  to  which 
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He  fend  tuna  is  orjliail  be  applicable.  If  all  the-ie 
Circumftances  do  not  conftitue  a  Tax,  I  do  not 
know  what  do :  the  Stamp  Duties  are  not 
marked  with  ftronger  Characters,  to  entitle 
them  to  that  Denomination  ;  and  with  refpedt 
to  the  Application  of  the  Revenue,  the  Power 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
Colonies  was  then  held  up  much  higher  than  it 
has  been  upon  the  prefent  Occafion.  The  Re¬ 
venue  arifing  from  the  Portage  in  timer i can  is 
blended  with  that  of  England ,  is  applied  in  Parc 
to  the  carrying  on  of  a  continental  War,  and 
other  public  Purpofes  ;  the  Remainder  of  it  to 
the  Support  of  the  Civil  Lift;  and  now  the 
whole  of  it  to  the  Dbcharge  of  the  National 
Debt  by  Means  of  the  aggregate  Fund  ; 
tnele  are  Services  that  are  either  national  or  par¬ 
ticular  to  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  Stamp  Duties 
and  the  others  that  were  laid  laft  Year,  are  ap¬ 
propriated  to  fuch  Services  only  as  more  parti- 
cularly  relate  to  the  Colonies  ;  and  furely  if  th 
F-iglu  of  the  Bntifli  .Parliament  to  impofe  the 
one  be  acknowledged  ;  that  of  laying  on  the 
ocher  cannot  be  difputed.  The  Pod-Office  has 
indeed  been  called  a  meer  Convenience  ;  which 
therefore  the  People  always  chearfully  pay  for. 
After  what  has  been  laid,  this  Obfervation  re¬ 
quires  very  little  Notice  ;  I  will  not  caliche  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Security  of  the  Colonies,  to  which  the 
Duties  in  queftion  are  applied,  by  fo  low  a  Name 
as  a  Convenience. 

Hie  Inftances  that  have  been  mentioned 
prove,  that  tne  Fight  of  the  Parliament  of 

geat  &fitain  to  impofe  Taxes  of  every  Kind  on 
Coionies,  has  been  always  admitted  ■,  but 
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were  there  no  Precedents  to  fupport  the  Cla:m, 
it  would  ftdl  be  incontedable,  being  founded  on 
the  Principles  of  our  Conftitutiori ;  for  the  Fadfc 
is,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  are  re- 
prefented  in  Parliament :  they  do  not  indeed 
chufe  the  Members  of  that  Afiembly;  neither 
are  Nine  Tenths  of  the  People  of  Britain  Elec¬ 
tors  ;  for  the  Right  of  Eledtion  is  annexed  to 


certain  Species  of  Property,  to  peculiar  Fran 
chiles, 
places 
a  very 


and  to  Inhabitancy  in  forne  particular 
but  thefe  Defcriptions  comprehend  only 
fmall  Part  of  the  Land,  the  Property, 
and  the  People  of  this  Ifland  :  all  Copyhold,  all 
Leafehold  Eftates,  under  the  Crown,  under  the. 
Church,  or  under  private  Perfons,  tho’  for 
Terms  ever  fo  long  •,  all  landed  Property  in. 
fhort,  that  is  not  Freehold,  and  all  monied  Pro¬ 
perty  what-ioever  are  excluded  :  the  Poffefiors  of 
thefe  have  no  Votes  in  the  Eledtion  of  Members 
of  Parliament ;  Women  and  Perfons  under  Age 
be  their  Property  ever  fo  large,  and  all  of  it 
Freehold,  have  none.  The  Merchants  of  Lon¬ 
don,  a  numerous  and  refpedtable  Body  of  Men, 
whofe  Opulence  exceeds  all  that  America  could 
colled!  •,  the  Proprietors  of  that  vad  Accumula¬ 
tion  of  Wealth,  the  public  Funds ;  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Leeds,  of  Halifax,  of  Birmingham,  and 
of  Manchefler,  Towns  that  are  each  of  them 
larger  than  the  Larged  in  the  Plantations; 
many  of  let's  Note  that  are  yet  incorporated-,  and 
that  great  Corporation  the  Eafi  India  Company, 
whofe  Rights  over  the  Countries  they  pojfefs, 
fall  little  fhort  of  Sovereignty,  and  whofe  Trade 
and  whofe  Fleets  are  fufficient  to  conditute 

them  a.  maritime  Power,  are  all  in  the  fame 
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Cir'cum fiances;  none  of  them  chufe  'their  Repre- 
fentatives ;  and  yet  are  they  not  reprefented  in 
Parliament  ?  Is  their  vaft  Property  fubjedl  to 
Taxes  without  their  Confent  ?  Are  they  all  ar¬ 
bitrarily  bound  b.y  Laws  to  which  they  have 
not  agreed  ?  The  Colonies  are  in  exactly  the 
fame  Situation  :  All  Britijli  Subjects  are  really 
in  the  fame;  none- are  actually,  all  are  virtually 
reprefented  in  Parliament ;  for  every  Member 
of  Parliament  fits  in  the  Houfe,  not  as  Rep  re¬ 
fen  tative  of  his  own  Conftituents,  but  as  one  of 
that  auguft  Afiembly  by  which  all  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  are  reprefented.  Their  Rights 
•and  their  Interefts',  however  his  own  Borough 
may  be  affefted  by  general  Difpofitions,  ought 
to  be  the  great  Objefts  of  his  Attention,  and 
the  only  Rules  for  his  Conduct;  and  to  facrince 
thefe  to  a  partial  Advantage  in  favour  of  the 
Place  where  he  was  chofen,  would  be  a  Depar¬ 
ture  from  his  Duty  ;  if  it  were  other  wife,  Old 
Bar  urn  would  enjoy  Privileges  efiential  to  Liber¬ 
ty,  which  are  denied  to  Birmingham  and  to  Man- 
chfier  *,  but  as  it  is,  they  and  the  Colonies  and 
all  Britijh  Subjects  whatever,  have  an  equal 
Share  in  the  general  Representation  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  ’of  Great  Britain ,  and  are  bound  by  the 
Confent  of  the  Majority  of  that  Houfe,  whether 
their  own  particular  Representatives  coniented  to 
or  oppofed  the  Meafures  there  taken,  or  whether 
they  had  or  had  not  particular  Representatives 
there, 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  however  have 
by  fome  been  fuppofed  to  be  excepted,  becaufe 
they  are  reprefented  in  their  refpeflive  AfTern- 
blies,  So  are  the  Citizens  of  London  in  their 
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Common  Council ;  and  yet  fo  far  from  exclud¬ 
ing  them  from  the  national  Reprefentaton,  it 
does  not  impeach  their  Right  to  chufe  Members 
of  Parliament:  it  is  true,  that  the  Powers  veiled 
in  the  Common  Council  of  London,  are  not 
equal  to  thofe  which  the  Aflemblies  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations  enjoy  *rbut  Still  they  are  legiflative  Powers, 
to  be  exceeded  within  their  Diflrift,  and  over 
their  Citizens  ;  yet  not  exclusively  of  the  general 
Superintendance  of  the  great  Council  of  the 
Nation*:  The  Subjects  of  a  By-law  and  of  an 
Aft  of  Parliament  may  poffibly  be  the  fame-, 
yet  it  never  was  imagined  that  the  Privileges  of 
London  were  incompatible  with  the  Authority 
of  Parliament  ;  and  indeed  what  Contradiftion, 
what  Abfurdity,  does  a  double  Reprefentation 
imply  ?  What  difficulty  is  there  in  allowing, 
both,  tho9  both  ffiould  even  be  veiled  with  equal 
legiflative  Powers,  it  the  one  is  to  be  exerciied 
for  local,  and  the  other  for  genera]  Purpofes  ?' 
and  where  is  the  N eceffiry  that  the  Subordinate 
Power  mint  derogate  from  the  Superior  Authori¬ 
ty  ?  It  would  be  a  Angular  Objeftion  to  a  Man’s 
v  ote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament,  that  being; 
reprefented  in  a  provincial,  he  cannot  be  repre¬ 
sented  in  a  national  AfTembly  and  if  this  is  not 
Sufficient  Ground  for  an  Objeftion,  neither  is  it 
for  an  Exemption,  or  for  any  Pretence  of  an 
Exciufion. 

The  Charter  and  the  proprietary  Governments 
in  America ,  are  in  this  Refpecl,  on  the  fame  Foot- 
dig  with  the  Reft.  The  comprehending  them 
Go,  both  in  a  provincial  and  national  RepreSen- 
Cition,  is  not  neceffarily  attended  with  any  Incon- 
liitency,  and  nothing  contained  in  their  Grants 
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can  eftablifh  one ;  for  all  who  took  thole  Grants 
were  Britijh  Subjects,  inhabiting  Britijh  Do¬ 
minions,  and  who  at  the  Time  of  taking,  were 
indifputably  under  the  Authority  of  Parliament^ 
no  other  Power  can  abridge  that  Authority,  or 
difpenfe  with  the  Obedience  that  is  due  to  it: 
thofe  therefore,  to  whom  the  Charters  were  ori¬ 
ginally  given,  could  have  no  Exemption  granted 
to  them  :  and  what  the  Fathers  never  received, 
the  Children  cannot  claim  as  an  Inheritance  ^ 
nor  was  it  ever  in  Idea  that  they  fhould  ;  even 
the  Charters  themfelves,  fo  far  from  allowing 
guard  againft  the  Suppoficion. 

.  And  alter  all,  does  any  Friend  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies  defire  the  Exemption  ?  he  cannot,  if  he 
will  refled:  but  a  Moment  on  the  Confequenccs. 
We  value  the  Right  or  being  reprefented  in  tire 
national  Legislature  as  the  deareft  Privilege  we 
enjoy  ;  how  jufily  would  the  Colonies  complain, 
il  they  alone  were  deprived  of  it  ?  They  ac¬ 
knowledge  Dependance  upon  their  Mother 
Country  j  but  that  Dependance  would  be  Slavery 
not  Connection,  if  they  bore  no  Part  in  the 
Government  of  the  whole  :  they  would  then 
indeed  be  in  a  worfe  Situation  than  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  tintairij  for  thefe  are  ail  of  them  vir¬ 
tually,  the/  few  of  them  are  adually  reprefented 
m  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^  if  the  Colonies  were 
not,  they  could  not  exped:  that  their  lnterefts- 
and  their  Privileges  would  be  any  otherwife  con¬ 
fide  red  there,  than  as  fubfervient  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain ;  for  to  deny  the  Authority  of  a 
Legiflature,  is  to  Surrender  all  Claims  to  a  Share 
ln  its  Councils ;  and  if  this  were  the  Tenor  of 
‘heir  Charters,  a  Grant  more  iafidious  and  more 
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’replete  with  Mifchief,  could  not  have  been  in* 
vented  :  a  permanent  Title  to  a  Share  in  national 
Councils,  would  be  exchanged  for  a  precarious 
Reprefentation  in  a  provincial  Affembly;  and  a 
Forfeiture  of  their  Rights  would  be  couched 
tinder  the  Appearance  of  Privileges  ;  they  would 
be  reduced  from  Equality  to  Subordination, 
and  be  at  the  fame  Time  deprived  of  the  Bene¬ 
fits,  and  liable  to  the  Inconveniences,  both  of 
Independency  and  of  Connexion;  Happily  for 
them,  this  is  not  their  Condition.  They  are  on 
the  contrary  a  Part*  and  an  important  Part  of 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  :  they  are  repre- 
fented  in  Parliament,  in  the  lame  Manner  as 
thofe  Inhabitants  of  Britain  are,  who  have  not 
Voices  in  Elebtions  $  and  they  enjoy*  with  the 
Reft  of  .their  Fellow-fubjefts,  the  ineftimablfc 
Privilege  of  not  being  bound  by  any  Laws,  or 
fubjedt  to  any  Taxes,  to  which  the  Majority  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  have  not 
confented. 

If  there  rtally  were  any  Tnconfiftency  between 
a  national  and  a  provincial  Legiflature,  the 
Confequence  would  he  the  Abolition  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  for  the  Advantages  that  attend  it  are  pure¬ 
ly  local :  the  Uiftrift  it  is  confined  to  might 
be  governed  without  it,  by  means  of  the  natio¬ 
nal  Reprefentatives  ;  and  it  is  unequal  to  great 
general  Operations  *  whereas  the  other  is  abfo  « 
lutely  neceffary  tor  the  Benefit  and  Prefervation 
of  the  whole  :  But  fo  far  are  they  from  being 
incompatible,  that  they  will  be  feldom  found 
to  interfere  with  one  another  :  The  Parliament 
•will  not  often  have  occafion  to  exercile  its 
Power  over  th?  Colonies,  except  for  thofe  Pur- 
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pofes,  which  the  Aflemblies  cannot  provide 
for.  A  general  Tax  is  of  this  Kind  ;  the  Ne- 
ceffity  for  it,  the  Extent,  the  Application  of  it, 
are  Matters  which  Councils  limited  in  theirViews 
and  in  their  Operations  cannot  properly  judge 
of;  and  when  therefore  the  national  Council 
determine  thefe  Particulars,  it  does  not  encroach 
on  the  other,  it  only  exercifes  a  Power  which 
that  other  does  not  pretend  to,  never  claimed, 
or  wifhed,  nor  can  ever  be  veiled  with  :  The 
latter  remains  in  exaftly  the  lame  State  as  it 
was  before,  providing  for  the  lame  Services,  by 
the  fame  Means,  and  on  the  fame  Subjefts  ; 
but  confciotis  of  its  own  Inability  to  anfwer 
greater  Purpofts  than  thofe  for  which  it  was  in- 
ftituted,  it  leaves  the  care  of  more  general  Con¬ 
cerns  to  that  higher  Legislature,  in  Whole  Pro¬ 
vince  alone  the  Direction  of  them  always  was, 
5s,  and  will  be.  The  Exertion  of  that  Autho¬ 
rity  which  belongs  to  its  univerfal  Superinten¬ 
dance,  neither  lowers  the  Dignity,  nor  depreci¬ 
ates  the  Ufefulnefs  of  more  limited  Powers  : 
They  retain  all  that  they  ever  had,  and  are  really 
incapable  of  more. 

The  Concurrence  therefore  of  the  provincial 
Reprefentatives  cannot  be  neceffary  in  great 
public  Meafures  to  which  none  but  the  national 
Reprefentatives  are  equal  :  The  Parliament  of 
Great  Bricain  not  only  may  but  muft  tax  the 
Colonies,  when  the  public  Occafions  require  a 
Revenue  there  :  The  prefent  Circumftances  of 
the  Nation  require  one  now;  and  a  Stamp  A£t, 
of  which  we  have  had  fo  long  an  Experience 
in  this,  and  which  is  not  unknown  in  that 
Country,  feems  an  eligible  Mode  of  Taxation. 

From 


From  a'H  thefe  Confiderations,  and’  from  many 
others  which  will  occur  upon  Reflexion  and 
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need  not  be  iuggefted,  it  nvuft  appear  proper  (o. 
charge*  certain  Stamp  Duties  in  the  Plantations  to 
he  applied  towards  defraying  the  necefary  Erf  cnccs: 
of  defending ,  protecting ,  and  fecurivg  the  Brilifh 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America .  This  Voce 
of  the  Houle  of  Commons  clpfed  the  Meafures 
taken  laft  Yea:r  m  the  Subject  of  the  Colonies 
They  appear  ro  have  been  founded  upon  true, 
Principles  bf  Policy,  of  Commerce,  and  of  Fi¬ 
nance  ;  to  be  wife  with  refpedt  to  the  Mother* 
Country  ^  juft  and  even  beneficial  to  the  Plan¬ 
tations  ;  and  therefore  it  may  reafonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  either  m  their  immediate  Opera¬ 
tion's,  or  in  their  diitant  Effects,  they  will  im¬ 
prove  the  Advantages  we  pofiefs,  confirm  the, 
Bleffings  we  enjoy,  and  promote  the  public 
W  clfare. 
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